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    Breά an smaoineamh teacht le chéile 
    Caithfidh gur gineadh in aigne Dé 

    B’fhearr riamh beirt nά duine aonair, 

    Bímid anbhann ionainn féin. 

 

    Déanaimís mar sin, comhaontú, 

    ‘Sé lάmh dheas Dé άr dtaca tréan. 
    Is fíor nach neart go cur le chéile. 

    Dia’s Muire linn araon. 

        An tSr Fionntan Dάibhís, Kilcock 

‘Tenderness’ 

By Sr. Columbanus Kyne (Mountmellick) 
‘Hope’ 

By Sr. Mary Lenehan (Mooncoin ) 
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Foreword 
 

 Welcome to the first edition of ‘Síolta’, the combined Newsletter of the Northern and 

South Eastern Provinces.  We would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the 

content in any way, and especially for your wonderful engagement and enthusiasm toward 

participating, which made our task as the editorial team a joy.  It is 

hoped that this Newsletter will become, in time, the Newsletter of our  

new Province.   

 The purpose of the initial publications is to open for us the 

richness of our individual stories, and our existing connections and also 

to begin to engage with some of the hopes raised in the consultation 

process.     

 Therefore, we are highlighting foundation stories and drawing on 

the faith and courage of those who have gone before us, as we set out on 

our own story of foundation. For this edition members of the 

‘Communications Group’ visited the Sisters in Kilkenny and Galway to 

hear their stories.  We would like to thank them for their welcome and  

most of all for their enthusiasm and willingness as story tellers. If your 

community would like to contribute in this way to future editions please 

let us know. 

 At times of new beginnings and setting out on un-trodden 

pathways the  creative people amongst us have much to contribute and 

we draw on their gift as we take our first steps.  Our beautiful opening 

poem is an original created by Sr. Fionntan especially for this occasion.  

We are grateful to all our creators for their inspiration, colour and 

insight.   

 In other articles we have highlighted the work of collaboration, not 

only between us, but also with the South West and English Provinces 

and we hope to hold this as a theme for the future.  

 On page nine the importance of story, journey and pilgrimage is 

highlighted and we encourage you to use the reflection to connect with 

the work of the ‘Spirituality Group’ as they invite us into these themes in 

the coming days.   

 A feature of each edition will be a piece on a particular ministry.  

Appropriately, at the start of our journey we have focused on the 

ministry of prayer.  We are conscious that this is just one aspect of this 

ministry, other aspects will be taken up later.  

 Our thanks to all who sent in suggestions for the name of the 

Newsletter.  As you can see we have chosen ‘Síolta’.  This season is a 

time of seeding, a time of hope for ourselves, for the church and for the 

world.  Let us scatter the seed widely and generously with joy and let us 

live as people of the ‘Resurrection’ with ‘Alleluia’ in our hearts.  
 

Srs. Bernadette, Concepta, Joan, Margaret Mary and Yvonne. 
  

‘The Resurrection’ 

Stained glass window 

originally in the 

Presentation Convent 

now in Scoil Chríost 

Rí, Portlaoise 

“There are Christians whose lives seem like Lent without Easter.  I realise of course that 

joy is not expressed the same way at all times in life, especially at moments of great 

difficulty.  Joy adapts and changes, but it always endures, even as a flicker of light born 

of our personal certainty that, when everything is said and done, we are infinitely loved.”   

Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium. 
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Founding Stories 
 

 Charism is the heart of the founder aglow at one period in 
history beating on in us in another day and age. Charism is 
tree, branch, flower, fruit. An ever changing, always rooted 

obsession for the coming reign of God, where the reign of God is needed most, one that develops from age to 
age and then grows up in a new way  in the next one.”  

Joan Chittister 
 

 This might be considered an apt description of our journey as a Congregation. The seed sown 

by Nano became the tree, the branch, the flower.  In a time of very limited communication Nano’s 

zeal for the Education of the poor spread through Ireland and beyond like seeds dropped from a 

plane. Today despite the modern technology available to us or because of it we are greatly 

challenged to enculturate the charism. 

 In visiting Kilkenny and Galway and retelling the story of their foundations, of subsequent 

seeds germinating, we hope you too will reflect on your own foundation story and draw from it the 

encouragement we need in this our new foundation as Province.  

 

 
  

 In 1797 (22 years after Nano’s foundation) Isabelle Mc Laughlin and Catherine Mehigan two 

Kilkenny girls travelled by stage coach to Cork (1 week’s journey) to train as Presentation Sisters.  

They returned to set up a community and school.  Both flourished and in 35 years 66 postulants had 

entered.  Sisters, trained in Kilkenny, opened missions in Carlow 1811, Galway 1815, Thurles 

1817, Wexford 1818, Castlecomer 1829, and in Mooncoin 1830. In turn foundations were started in 

Ireland and overseas from all of these. In 1976 it was said that Kilkenny had sown the Presentation 

seed in two thirds of the existing Presentation Communities world-wide. 

 

Kilkenny Story 

Srs. Mercy Murphy, Annunciata Hayes,  Imelda Buckley, Magdalen Fogarty, Veronica Doran, 

Regina Byrne, Regina Keyes. 

“If I could be of service in any part of the globe I would willingly do all in my power.”  

(Nano Nagle) 
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Each one of these foundations had their own story.  The following are just two examples –  

 

Mission to San Francisco, California 
 

 Mother Teresa Comerford, Kilkenny, who felt a special calling to go overseas on 

mission got the opportunity in 1854 (when a sister from Midleton became ill and had to 

abandon the group being sent to San Francisco).  Teresa got two days to prepare. She had 

absolute faith in the providence of God as is evident in an 

account of her life written after her death in 1882. For some 

unknown reason the sisters were unable to embark on the 

first boat the“Arctic”.  They stayed two weeks in George’s 

Hill while they waited for the next steamer. The first leg of 

their journey to New York took fifteen days. On their arrival 

they learned that the “Arctic” had sunk and most lives had 

been lost. They praised and thanked God for saving them.  

 Two weeks later they boarded a steamer to Panama. 

On arrival they discovered that the only mode of 

conveyance was by mule as just part of the isthmus was 

railroaded. The mules were assembled in hundreds 

accompanied by their Indian masters awaiting their customers.  Teresa’s mule went into a 

deep ditch; she was thrown off and sank to the shoulders in mud, unable to extricate herself. 

However they did pull her out and threw a bucket of water over her. She remounted and 

joined the rest of the group! Teresa may have been dripping with mud and water but her 

spirit remained intact. After a harrowing journey through rivers and forests they arrived at 

Panama City and in two hours they took another steamer to California. Their habits were still 

covered in mud. Time didn’t allow a wash and dry so they just wrung them out and put them 

on dripping wet.  

 They arrived in San Francisco in thirteen days. There was no suitable accommodation 

at the beginning but in a few weeks they got a small house and opened a school. The people 

were delighted with their children’s improvement. They formed a society of men to help the 

sisters and  they built a convent for them. However, the sisters from Midleton decided to go 

home due to ill health and discouragement. The Archbishop pleaded with Teresa to stay 

which she did and Sr. Mary Xavier Daly agreed to remain with her.  Then, coming full circle 

they set up a Novitiate in Kilcock, Co. Kildare in 1879 which 

is today a Care Unit for Sisters from both the Northern and 

South Eastern Provinces. The building was provided by the 

Kilcock—the early years Mother Teresa Comerford 
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Vicar General of Kildare and Leighlin to facilitate the training of novices for San Francisco. 

Teresa accompanied the first group of professed sisters to California. She died of ill health 

on 2 August 1881 in California. 
 

Mission to the Philippines 
 

 Just over a hundred years later in 1960 three more overseas missions were established 

from Kilkenny.  An invitation from the Philippines came from Fr. Gerry McDonald CSsR to 

set up schools for those who were poor and 

had no chance of education. In a community 

of fifty sisters twenty four volunteered. The 

morning of their departure the choir 

appropriately sang   “Go ye afar, go teach all 

nations.” Nano’s call was still very much 

alive. The four sisters chosen were - Sisters 

Regina Keyes, Baptist Kearns, Carmel 

Claxton and Annunciata Hayes.  Forty three 

pieces of luggage were loaded on to the boat. 

It took a month for the “Hamburg” to get to 

the Philippines. Luckily they didn’t have to 

go further by mule after the luggage was 

collected!  

 Kilkenny rose to the occasion and with 

the help of the local people fundraised on a large scale for this mission into the unknown. 

This support continues to this day all over the South East Province. Sacrifice was felt all 

round, those who stayed at home missed their friends and had to fill the gaps, those who 

went felt lonely and often challenged by both climate and culture. However Nano’s call 

beckoned them on in times of difficulty.  

 

 
 

 As noted earlier, Galway was founded from Kilkenny in 1815. In light of the decision 

to merge our two provinces it is interesting to see that the connection was always there.  

Maybe not everyone was aware of it.  Next year Galway celebrates 200 years since its 

foundation.   

 In 1815, Dr. Edmund Ffrench, catholic warden of Galway 

(1812-1831) brought the Presentation Sisters to Galway from 

Kilkenny.  Elizabeth Nagle (Nano’s sister) had married Robert 

Ffrench in South Galway in 1758 hence the invitation to our 

Congregation. The founding Sisters were Mary Gertrude Breen, 

Mary de Chantal McLoughlin and Mary Angela Martin. 

Education of the poor, in the spirit of Nano Nagle, was their 

motto. They arrived in Galway on 27th October 1815 where the 

inhabitants received them “ with great demonstrations of joy”.  

A small school was handed over to the Sisters in Kirwan’s 

Lane. Thirty poor children boarded there and were originally 

looked after by a committee of “Ladies”.  On 28th October,  

Mass was offered in their residence in Kirwan’s Lane and this 

event marked the foundation of the Presentation Sisters in 

Galway. They moved to a larger house in Eyre Square (Meyrick 

Srs. Regina Keyes and Annunciata Hayes 

Galway Story 

Kirwan’s Lane 
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Square) when numbers 

increased. The sisters 

moved again to a 

dilapidated building 

once used as a charter 

school, later as an 

artillery barracks and 

later still as a fever 

hospital. This building is 

now incorporated into 

the present-day convent. 

A new school was built 

in 1820 near their 

residence and extended 

in 1829 to incorporate a 

“Breakfast Room” and 

laundry.  The building 

housed 900 to 1000 

children.  Their first 

Superior, Mary Angela, 

became  ill and returned 

to Kilkenny where she died aged 38 in 1819. Mary John Power was sent from Kilkenny in 

her place. From the beginning the children were taught reading, writing, needlework and 

spinning. The Sisters’ aim was to train the children in skills which would prepare them to 

earn a living. Lace making, netting, knitting and shirt making were introduced. There is even 

a report of astronomy being on the curriculum.  As numbers grew the older ones were taught 

to monitor the beginners. Postulants were coming in plenty and in the early years the  sisters 

sent them to Kilkenny to be trained.   

 Sisters from Galway opened foundations in:  Limerick, Newfoundland and Blackrock 

Galway (1833), Tuam (1835), Ennis (1839), Oranmore (1861), Pickering England (1919), 

and Shantalla (1955).  
 

The Famine - Galway 
 During the years of the great famine the school developed into an important famine 

relief centre. With donations from relatives and friends in Ireland and overseas the sisters 

were able to provide breakfasts and lunches for several children. It was here Celia Griffin 

came to be fed, as the newspaper of the day tells us, but unfortunately she came too 

late.......... 
 

The Galway Vindicator and Connaught Advertiser Galway  

Saturday March 13, 1847   
 

Starvation Inquest 
An inquest was held on Thursday last, before Michael Perrin, Esq., D.C., at the Presentation 

Convent, on view of the body of Celia Griffin, a girl about six years of age from the village 

of Corrindulla, near Ross, in the county.  It appeared in evidence that the poor creature had 

been reduced to extreme poverty, and that the family to whom she belonged, eight in 

number, were in the same pitiable condition. She had been recommended to the Ladies of the 

Presentation Convent by Rev. George Usher, as a fit object for relief, and accordingly she 

and her two sisters received a daily breakfast at that excellent institute. They met Mr. Usher 

on the Rahoon road, about a fortnight ago, but famine had so preyed upon her feeble 

Back row: Srs. Mάire McNiallais, Kathleen Fahy, Pauline Morris, Helen 

Hyland,  Clare Hogan, Margaret Mary Healy (SE). 

Front row:  Srs. Gabrielle Freeney, Gerard Duggan, Columbiere Scully,  

Bríd Leonard. 
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constitution, that, on the morning of Wednesday, she was unable to 

taste food of any description - so that on the post-mortem 

examination made by Dr. Staunton, there was not a particle found in 

the stomach. She with her father and mother, brothers and sisters 

came to Galway, about six weeks ago in the hope of obtaining some 

charitable relief and during that period they had been begging in the 

streets, and about the country. The parents of the deceased, formerly 

resided on the estate of Thomas Martin, Esq., M.P. When Doctor 

Staunton was called on he found the deceased in a state of inanition, 

except for an occasional convulsive action of the muscles, and her 

body might be said to be literally skin and bone - with the 

appearance of starvation. She was so exhausted, as not to be able to 

use the food supplied to her. The Jury found that death was caused 

for want of common necessaries of life, before she received relief at 

the Presentation Convent. 
 

 

[A small children’s park in Salthill Galway is named in memory of Celia Griffin and all the 

children who suffered and died in the Great Famine. The above quotation from the local 

newspaper is printed on the plaque.] 

 

Mission to Newfoundland 
 

 In 1833 it seems there was great enthusiasm for foundations. Thirteen Sisters left the 

Galway community in that year to make other foundations. Newfoundland was one of these.  

In answering the invitation of Bishop Fleming to establish a foundation four Sisters were sent, 

Srs Magdalen O Shaughnessy,  Xavier Lynch, Bernard Kirwan and Xavier Moloney. Reliable 

sources tell us that they were the first Irish Religious to cross the Atlantic on mission to the 

needy.  Many months passed, no news of their arrival came to Galway. Tales of storms in the 

Atlantic were told. The community was gripped with anxiety. They were convinced that they 

were lost at sea. A requiem Mass was held for them, their vows were burnt and the sisters and 

their families mourned their loss. Then one day much to everyone’s delight a letter came 

telling about their arrival and new mission.  Mail had been mislaid in Liverpool.   

 An extract from Sr Magdalen’s letter to Rev Mother describes their difficulties: “On the 

third day after we left Ireland we had a storm. One of the masts was broken and some others 

damaged. It lasted for three days but we were not much frightened because we were almost 

regardless of what was going on as we were so deadly sick, but we soon had another storm to 

encounter which was most awful. It lasted 36 hours. The sails 

were torn in pieces, it came on so suddenly. The waves were 

monstrous high and used to wash over the deck in so terrific 

manner that you would suppose every moment was your last. 

We were obliged to stay in bed because the vessel heaved so 

much that we could not stand even for a minute. You may be 

sure there is not a saint in the calendar that was not invoked 

during this violent storm. 

 Mary Xavier Lynch wrote a letter to her friend Ann 

showing the severity of the climate. “Water freezes in a room 

even with a fire and the water which is left on the Altar for 

the priest freezes before he uses it. As for the milk for 

breakfast it is like lump sugar and we are obliged to cut it 

with a knife...” 
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IPA Assembly Remembers the Founding Sisters 

In September 2012 on the 179th year of the Newfoundland foundation Sr. Margaret O’Brien 

(Shantalla, Galway) was asked to represent the Northern Province at the opening ceremony 

for the IPA Assembly in Newfoundland.     

 Since Sisters had come from all 

over the world it was only fitting that 

the Newfoundland story should be told.  

Margaret and eighty five other 

participants re-enacted the journey made 

by the four very brave Galway sisters 

who in 1833 on board “THE ARIEL” 

undertook the very perilous journey to 

St. John’s amid storms and hardships to 

make a foundation there.  However, the 

IPA delegates had calmer conditions 

coming up the Narrows to the tune of 

“The Galway Girl” playing in the 

background. Four Sisters read the first letters written by the foundresses.  The atmosphere 

was wonderful and a sense of history palpable as Margaret read the letter from Magdalen 

Shaughnessy to Sr. Augustine.  These are Margaret’s memories - 

 “I was delighted to be asked to read a letter on the boat which I did in my best Galway 

accent while the boat rocked perilously - but not as perilously as in 1833. Magdalen 

mentions that it is Presentation  Day, she’s missing her community and she is very lonely 

and very cold.  Being there, reading Magdalen’s account to the whole Assembly, created a 

wonderful atmosphere, a sense of connectedness and 

a tremendous admiration for those brave women.  Our 

visit to their graves was very moving especially that of 

Mother Kirwan whose resting place is on a height 

overlooking Port Kirwan, named in her honour. Then 

we remembered those courageous foundresses and we 

placed our roses, in gratitude and love, into the 

waters that carried them to Newfoundland. As we did 

so, we also remembered all the other Sisters who in 

response to needs, left Ireland and  crossed the 

oceans to establish new foundations up to this day. In 

naming the countries we placed a rose in the sea to 

honour their stories and their generosity: Australia, 

Canada, England, Ireland, India, New Zealand, 

Papua New Guinea, Pakistan, Latin America,  

Philippines, Slovakia, Zambia, Zimbabwe, United 

States and Thailand. Finally we threw a rose into the 

water for Nano, the woman embedded in a rock of 

faith, who inspired us to carry a fire of love across the 

seas. I have wonderful memories of welcome, hospitality and kindness of Sisters, associates 

and co-workers of the Presentation Newfoundland Generalate and the Newfoundland Mercy 

Sisters.” 
 

“We plant the seeds that one day will grow. We water seeds already planted, knowing they hold 
future promise. We lay foundations that will need further development…We may never see the 

end results but that is the difference between the master builder and the worker.”  
Archbishop Oscar Romero 

Placing Roses in Memory 
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Story and Pilgrimage 

Setting out on our journey together it is important to reflect on the significance of story and 

journey.  In past times pilgrims walked from north, south, east and west to the ancient sacred 

sites and on the way they stopped each night at ‘station’ points, to rest and refresh 

themselves for the day’s journey ahead.  Around their campfires they told the story of the 

journey so far, they spoke of their hopes for the day to come and they drew courage and 

comfort from their companions.  Listening to and telling the stories of those who have gone 

before us gives meaning and context to our present story.  Stories engage, open up 

imagination and enable the meeting of listeners and tellers in a way that draws each one 

closer together.  We each have our own sacred story (personally and as Provinces), together 

we have a collective story and now we are shaping a common future story.    

 Reflection 
 

  What have been the foundation moments in our  

 lives, in our families, in our community? 
 

 What are the elements of Presentation 

 foundations which remain true down the years? 
 

 How do stories and memories of past 

 foundations help us as we face today’s? 
 

[These might be useful reflections as we prepare to 

host or to visit with other communities  

in coming days] 

Collaboration 
 

 In June 2013 at a meeting of the Interprovincial Leadership Teams of Ireland and 

England it was decided that collaboration, as called for by the 2012 Congregational 

Gathering and the IPA Assembly, would be further strengthened by inviting interprovincial 

ministries and larger Presentation Centres to explore the possibility of increased 

collaboration.  Presentation Ministries Ireland was asked to facilitate this engagement.   

 On 30th November 2013 thirteen projects/centres were invited to a meeting in Mount 

St. Anne’s to begin the exploration. The following were the participants: 

 Challenge to Change Project 

 Nagle Community (Justice & Ecology) 

 South Presentation Company 

 Nagle Centre, Waterford 

 The Migrant Workers Centre, South Presentation 

 The Interprovincial Fund Bursar 

 Mount St. Anne’s Retreat and Conference Centre 

 Warrenmount Community Education and Development Centre 

 Global Education Experience Project 

 iScoil 

 ‘We Made This’ Project, South Presentation 

 Presentation Ecology Project 

 Presentation Ireland 

 Nano Nagle Centre, Ballygriffin 

As a follow on to the meeting the projects/centres are sharing information related to their 

work, their contact details and the possibilities which collaboration might offer for them.  

We hope to highlight the work of these projects/centres in future Newsletters and also keep 

you informed of their work toward greater collaboration.  
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How many of us have had the experience of returning home after a long day and have found 

the light streaming out from the chapel window?  On those days, when things haven’t gone 

as smoothly as we would have wished but somehow we have come 

through, the light streaming out into the darkness of the night warms 

our hearts and reminds us that behind our endeavours there have 

been others at prayer, praying for us and for those with whom we 

work. 

 We marvel at the constancy and faithfulness of those whose 

main ministry is prayer—prayer not just for us and for our work, but 

for all who need prayer: the woman whose husband is sick, the child 

who cannot settle in school, the teenagers about to sit their exams, 

our Sisters and their people in mission countries, the farmers whose 

crops are in danger, the family bereaved—the list is endless! 

When visiting other communities we have 

witnessed the moment of request, a knock 

on the door followed by:  “Could you pray 

for Tommy, he’s got bad news”, or “Mammy sent me over to ask if 

you could light a candle”  and the response, “Of course I will, tell 

her not to worry”.   In one of our houses there’s a regular 50 cent 

piece dropped in the letter box to have a candle lit because the 

donor knows Sisters will pray.  On days of special celebration for 

the school and parish, First Communion, Confirmation, end of term 

Mass, Christmas Carols, Lenten Prayer there is always the question 

“How did it go?  I was praying”. 

 We asked a few of our Sisters whose primary ministry is 

prayer what their ministry meant to them?  These are their replies: 
 
“At this stage of my life the Mission of Prayer for me is a continuation of the prayer life I 
had during my years of active ministry as a teacher of science and related topics at second 
level. The difference is that I now have more time and am less pressured than in the past. I 
consciously bring to prayer the various needs of people in the parish and of family and 
friends who are sick, troubled or in any distress. This can work both ways e.g. when 
recently, during the serious illness of my brother, I asked some daily Mass goers to pray for 
him, they returned later asking how he was and so the sense of community was strengthened. 
This experience was also true of the Sisters in the Province who joined with me in prayer. 
Thank God, he is making a remarkable recovery.  In these 'leisure' years I can spend time in 
the garden caring for the earth, planting seeds and watching their growth. I enjoy observing 
the changes of the seasons and marvelling at the wonders of the Creator of it all. This is 
some insight into what the Mission of Prayer means to me.” 

Sr. Sheila Bowe, Kilkenny 
 
“My Presentation life is centred on my prayer life. It means everything to me, at this stage of 
my life.  I spend time morning and evening and times during the day contemplating the 
Divine Presence in me. In times of dryness and desolation I ‘stick with it.’  In my active 
years I was running and racing “fitting in” my prayers. Sometimes I’d say to God when I’d 
be tired “I’ll make it up to you tomorrow.”  Now, in my prayer time I try to listen and just 
be.   I try to be a good listener and give time to people and where I see it appropriate or 
helpful I share my own life experience—a kind of companion on the journey.  I remember 
Sisters and friends who have gone before me and pray for their happiness and ask them to 
help me.  The radio, TV and paper alert me to the needs of the world.  I pray for the victims 
and perpetrators of child sexual abuse, the  victims of violence and drugs in our country, 

The Ministry of Prayer 

Mountmellick 

Warrenmouont 
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families and young people suffering stress,  suicide victims,  those suffering in Central Africa 
and Syria, the sick in nursing homes and hospitals and the house-bound.  When I pray I feel 
I’m praying with the whole world.  It’s a thanksgiving time.” 

Sr. Gertrude Shortall, Galway. 
 

“It got me into studying the Scriptures more and I absolutely love it and feel I like to share. 
On Tuesday mornings a group of eight women come together to pray here in the Convent 
chapel and Scripture is always an element in that.  I love doing a bit of research on the 
background to Scripture.  Through listening to the news of the world, I have noticed that the 
global aspect of my prayer has deepened.  I like to join hands with those all over the world, 
who are praying at any particular hour.  My feeble effort to pray as I ought is enhanced by 
the mighty symphony of heartfelt praise, thanksgiving, love and intercession being raised to 
our Almighty Lord.  Mass is the culmination of all that we desire as Frank Anderson puts it 
in “Making the Eucharist Matter”:  “It means to see one’s life as a graced, integral part of 
the reality we call Jesus” so: ‘I leave my boats behind, leave them on familiar shores, set my 
heart upon the deep, follow you again, my Lord’.” 

Sr. Eileen Coady, Warrenmount. 
 

“I see my prayer ministry as something which Presentation Sisters have always engaged in 
when they retired from ‘active ministry’ but with a fancy name!  Now, having the freedom 
and the time (courtesy of old age!) to follow in their footsteps, I am grateful to be part of a 
long-standing and valuable tradition of prayer support for Sisters in more ‘active’ ministry, 
while carrying all of God’s people in my heart.  Being a strong believer in the power of 
prayer I gladly embraced this ‘full time’ prayer ministry which I see both as privilege and a 
responsibility.  I also see it as giving me the opportunity to realise, in some small way, 
Nano’s desire “to be of service in saving souls in any part of the world”.  Spending time like 
Nano and with her, in the presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, helps me to see more 
into the heart of things, and to become more attuned to God at work in every situation.   
This, coupled with intercessory prayer, enables me to cooperate with and facilitate Jesus in 
His saving activity among His people – which I believe to be the ultimate goal of all forms of 
ministry.  It also ensures communion with God and with all that has come from His hand as 
Creator and keeps me in touch with the communion of Saints.  I draw heavily on their 
intercessory power and fellowship, especially that of the Heavenly Presentation ‘Unit’ 
gathered under Nano’s banner.  Overall, I see my ‘prayer ministry’ as no big deal but rather 
something inserted into the daily effort of living as a Presentation Sister and being shared by 
all Presentation Sisters.  However, it does require perseverance and an enduring faith and 
confidence in the ever present power and love of God when, as is so often the case, I see very 
little tangible results.  It also requires one to be small to allow God to be Big!” 

Sr. De Sales Egan, Mountmellick 
 

 

‘Summer Sunshine’ 

by Sr. Anne Nevin (Clondalkin) 

Note from the Editorial Team 
 

We have highlighted here just one aspect of the Ministry 
of Prayer and  hope to take up other aspects in future 

Newsletters.  We would be grateful if you would let a 

member of the Communications Group know of your 
involvement and/or interest in any aspect of this 

ministry.  

Our Commitment to the Environment 
Our commitment to sustainable living and to maintaining 

the integrity of creation poses challenges with regard to 

communicating well especially through our Newsletters.  

We intend to plant trees to replace those we use in the 
production and we would welcome assistance from those 

of you who have knowledge of this area and can guide us 

in the use of sustainable methods, recycled paper etc.  
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What is happening at the Nano Nagle 

Centre would not be possible without 

the vision and commitment of the 

Presentation Sisters (as Provincial 

Leaders, as supportive communities in 

Ireland and as missionaries in 

Slovakia), past and present members of 

the Management Advisory Committees 

and of staff, parents, sponsors, the 

Catholic Diocese of  Spiš,  the 

Municipality of Spišské Podhradie and 

our generous donors.  You may believe 

that, through your goodness, the lives of 

many are being enriched with joy, 

possibility and hope. 
[The Annual Report, Nano Nagle Centre] 

 

The Nano Nagle Centre  
Management Advisory Committee 

 

 The mission in Slovakia is a collaborative mission of the three Irish Provinces.   Sr. 

Louise Eustace (NP) was Director of the Centre up to her retirement in June 2013 when Sr. 

Anne McNamara (SW), the current Director  was appointed.  Since 2008 Srs. Louise, Anne, 

and Immaculate Power (SE) have been operating a Management Advisory Committee for 

the Centre.  Sr. Eileen Nash (NP) chaired the Committee from 2009–2011.  Then Br. 

Vincent Costin (Presentation Brothers) chaired the Committee 2011–2012 until his return to 

Ireland.  The ground breaking work on the formation of the Committee has now come to 

fruition with the appointment of the first Slovak members.  Ms. Eva Mališková PhD was 

appointed Chairperson in 2012, Ms. Vera Lisoňová and Fr. Ján Pramuka PhD were 

appointed as Committee members in 2013.  Eva and Vera are second level teachers of 

English, Slovak, and German and 

Fr. Jan is a lecturer in the Diocesan 

Seminary. 

 On the 29th March Srs. 

Elizabeth Maxwell and Joan 

O’Reilly met with the members for 

an orientation and training day on 

issues related to Presentation ethos, 

charism, management  roles, 

responsibility and accountability.  

It is a wonderful achievement for 

the Sisters to have reached this 

stage of development in their work 

with the Roma people and to have 

such great support, encouragement 

Slovak Presentation Mission  

In The Heart Of Europe 

Sr. Immaculate, Sr. Louise, Eva, Fr. Jan, Sr. Anne  

and Vera. 
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and collaboration from local people.  All of the members of the Committee are fluent in English and 

the proceedings at their meetings are conducted in English.  In the future we may see the inclusion of 

others from the locality with a variety of expertise at which time there will probably be a move to 

Slovak as the language of operation.  We are extremely grateful to the members of the Management 

Advisory Committee for their generosity and we wish them well.    
 

Sisters in Bratislava 

The opportunity afforded by the training day 

enabled a visit with the Sisters in Bratislava.  

Srs. Rosaria King (SE) and Eileen Tobin (NP) 

live in Budatinska, Bratislava and teach English 

and do social work.  Sr. Rita Carberry (SE) lives 

in Devinská Nová Ves, Bratislava and manages 

a shelter for homeless men run by Fr. Antonio  

Srholec (Salesian Congregation).  The story of 

their work in Bratislava will be taken up in 

future Newsletters.   A meal was shared 

together, following Sunday Eucharist at the 

Jesuit Church in the Old Town Centre, which 

enabled everyone to  catch up on the news, 

especially of home.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Craft items by Srs. Maureen Power and 

Julianna Purcell (Fethard) for Slovakia. 

Srs. Eileen Tobin, Elizabeth Maxwell, Rosaria King,  

Rita Carberry, Louise Eustace 

Volunteering 

 
 A number of Sisters have volunteered over the past 

few years to accompany, support, fill a gap or just give of 
their interest and time to the Slovakian Mission.  Sr. 

Madeline Houlihan (Tuam), whose talent as an Artist is 

displayed to the right, spent some time in Spišske 
Podhradie and enjoyed the experience.  Recently, Srs. 

Josephine Carroll (Carrick-on-Suir) and Ursula Ryan 

(Thurles) volunteered and Ursula has since returned for 
another few months.     

 The giving of time or talent is a great support to the 

Sisters in Slovakia.  If you are interested in volunteering for 

a number of months please contact Sr. Imelda or Sr. 
Elizabeth at the Provincial Offices.  

‘Flowers Aflame’ 

by Sr. Madeleine Houlihan (Tuam) 

 

The Sower went out to 

sow the seed……… 

Mk: 4 
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 The South Eastern and the Northern Provinces Associates/Friends of Nano Groups have 

been collaborating in recent times, for example, at the Northern Province Associate Day when Ms. 

Christine Mulcahy from the Dungarvan Associate Group shared her experience as a Presentation 

Associate and her voluntary work with Sr. Gertrude Howley.  The participants found her input 

both entertaining and very inspiring.  

 Another instance has been through work with the Interprovincial Justice Network. At a 

meeting of Co-ordinators attended by: Sr. Paula Buckley (SE), Ms. Anne Keating (NP), Sr. 

Patricia O’Shea (SW), Sr. Teresa Phelan (Eng) and Sr. Maureen O’Connell (Nagle Community) a 

decision was taken to identify 4 or 5 significant times in the year and to prepare justice/ecological 

material for reflection and action in Associates/Friends of Nano Groups.   

 The first set of material was based around the Feast of St. Brigid on 1st February and 

consisted of material highlighting Brigid’s care for people and for creation.  A module of the 

Presentation Sustainable Living Programme on issues related to our careful use of Water was also 

included. This is in acknowledgment of the UN decade for action:  Water for Life—2005 to 2015.  

The second was prepared for the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

on 21st March.  It consisted of background material, biblical reflections and prayer, and possible 

actions to eliminate racism.  Before the year end there will be two more communications, one on 

17th October, World Day for the Eradication of Poverty, which is also the occasion on which a 

Presentation Global Action takes place and of course, there will be one for 21st November 

Presentation Day.  

  The Northern Province Associates/Friends of Nano have supported the formation of a 

young Friends of Nano Group in Scoil Chríost  Rí in Portlaoise under the guidance of their teacher 

Ms. Deirdre Farrell.  A similar movement is taking place in the South Eastern Province with visits 

to Secondary Schools e.g Thurles and Waterford among others.  Sr. Anne Lyons (SE Resource 

Person) is giving presentations on the Icon Story in each of these schools.  The energy and 

enthusiasm of the young people is life giving and we wish their teachers and the groups well.  We 

hope to return to this topic in our Autumn Edition with further news.  

 The relationship created by working together on these issues has set the foundation for good 

working relationships between the Associates/Friends of Nano Co-ordinators of the Northern and 

South Eastern Provinces and it is hoped to build on this in the coming months.   

 If you are aware of groups not yet linked into the Coordinators or you know of potential for 

new groups please contact the relevant Provincial Coordinator through the Provincial Office.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“She was attentive to the everyday necessities of keeping her schools functioning, and attentive to the 
call of God’s Spirit in the ordinary everyday realities of her life.  She did not look for extraordinary signs 
and wonders to make her way to God.  She was attentive to God in the daily relationships, commitments 

and activities of daily life, and discerned God’s presence there.” 
(Nano Nagle, Presentation Charism and Spirituality, Marlette Black PBVM) 

Associates / Friends of Nano 

South Eastern Province Co-ordinator 

Sr. Paula Buckley 

 

Northern Province Co-ordinator 

Ms. Anne Keating 
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 In reading the article on the foundations from Kilkenny and Galway you become aware of 

how closely all things are connected.  Our Sisters and friends working on or interested in matters 

related to sustainability, climate change, the wonder of God’s creation and our interrelationship 

with all of life have been highlighting this for years but somehow we have to discover it for 

yourselves.    

 Newfoundland and Carrick-on-Suir—we are connected....................... 
On Friday, September 27th 2013, as part of a school twinning programme sponsored by the 

Newfoundland Labrador Irish Connections Association, Third Class pupils from Presentation 

Primary School, Carrick-on-Suir connected with their counterparts in Sr. John’s Newfoundland.    

This ‘meet and greet’ session over Skype was a first for these young pupils, who were highly 

excited about seeing their new student friends across the ocean.   

 Following on from the Skype session  on 

the 5th December 2013, His Excellency 

Ambassador Loyola Hearn, Canadian 

Ambassador to Ireland and his wife Maureen 

visited Presentation Primary School, Carrick-on-

Suir. The ambassador himself grew up in 

Newfoundland but he is very proud of his Irish 

roots, his forefathers coming from Carrick-on-

Suir.  During his visit the ambassador shared 

some of his own very interesting story with staff 

and  the pupils of Third and Fifth Classes who in 

turn shared their stories with him.  Both these 

classes had already linked up with St. Matthews’ 

School in St. John’s, Newfoundland through 

Skype sessions.  This was a great experience for the girls who hope to maintain their connections 

with Newfoundland into the future. 

 Another important connection established during the visit was that Ambassador Loyola was 

taught by Irish Presentation Sisters and has maintained his friendship with some of the Sisters 

through the years. Newfoundland was the first mission established by the Presentation 

Congregation outside of Ireland.  Meeting someone like  Ambassador Loyola, who had grown up in 

Newfoundland, had been touched by the spirit of Nano Nagle and taught by some of her followers 

was indeed an occasion to remember for the school,  especially for the principal. Sr. Veronica, the 

only Presentation Sister currently working in the school. 

 Kilkenny, Kilcock, Galway, Newfoundland—we are connected.................... 
Blanchardstown Hospital in west Dublin has a special relationship with ‘Shalom’ Care Unit in 

Kilcock in that it provides the specialised acute care for our Sisters when needed.  It is becoming 

increasingly more difficult to explain to medical personnel in hospitals the unique relationship that 

exists between us as Sisters but on a recent visit to a Sister in Blanchardstown Hospital it was 

wonderful to hear “I know all about the Presentation Sisters, there is no need to explain”.  Dr. 

Chris Healy is a native of Newfoundland, his family pharmacy supplies medicines to the Care Unit 

of the Presentation Sisters in Newfoundland, and he is now part of the medical team in the coronary 

care unit of Blanchardstown Hospital.  He was delighted to find himself once more caring for 

Presentation Sisters.  

 Newfoundland and Union—we are connected........................ 
On the 1st February 2014 the Newfoundland Sisters applied for membership of 

the Union of Presentation Sisters.  
 

Connections, Connections 

"Can I ask you a question, Ambassador?"   

Kate Sinnot and Sadie Haley 
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Looking Ahead to the Next Edition 
 
 

In our next edition we hope to feature ‘Prison Ministry’.  If you had or have any connection with a ministry 

associated with prison we would love to hear from you.  Some of the related areas that come to mind are 
visiting, chaplaincy, pastoral care, family support, visitor centres, correspondence, campaigning ...etc.  
 

We will also feature our Presentation presence in Northern Ireland and we would be grateful to hear of 

links/stories between the South Eastern Province and Sisters/communities in Northern Ireland.  
 

Planning for future editions is ongoing and therefore we would also welcome any suggestions on  topics 

which would be of interest to you, the reader.  If you are aware of the work of other creative people 
amongst us who will inspire us and give colour to our publications please contact any member of the 

Communications Group.   [Contact details on the Mini News-Brief] 

This Edition’s Featured  Artists, Creators, Poets 

Sr. Julianna Purcell 

Best Wishes to: 
 

The Challenge to Change Project and Srs. Margaret Mary Healy (SE), Evelyn Byrne (N) and 

Mr. Liam Kilbride (SE) as they prepare for the end-of-project Seminars.  This year, owing to the 

increased number of schools there will be two Seminars, the 8th May in Kilkenny and 14th May 

in Tullamore.  We wish the students and their teachers from 38 schools a wonderful celebration of 

their year’s work.   

The Global Education Experience Project and the teachers from Rahan Secondary School 

preparing to go to Zambia for the first time with Sr. Jo McCarthy and Ms. Cathy Loughman and 

to all from Carlow Secondary School and Parish and Leixlip Community School preparing to re-

visit Kaoma and Kalomo in Zambia.  We hope to feature the GEE Project in a later edition as 

they approach their 10th Anniversary.  

Sr. Madeleine Houlihan 

Sr. Fionntan Dáibhís 
Sr. Columbanus Kyne Sr. Anne Nevin 

Sr. Maureen Power 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


