DAY 15: December 9th Does Patriarchy
in the Church Play a Role in Abuse?

Pope Francis
"In communities still weighed down with

“Patriarchy is a system of society, in which men
hold the power and women are largely excluded
from it." (The Dominant Ideology of Patriarchy)
Survivors of Abuse share their experience...
“I hear similar themes repeated by victims, of
church cultures that treated women’s bodies as
inherently problematic and seductive....that
questioned women’s ability to think rationally or
make decisions without the leadership of men.
... blamed victims of sexual abuse for inviting
the abuse...That effectively silenced victims by
telling them that reporting the crime would
reflect poorly on the church...These women
describe an environment of fear...which made it
hard to report, or even to acknowledge, the
abuse...” (Adapted from https://rachelheldevans.com/blog/patriarchy-abuse)

“God

weeps for the sexual abuse of
children,” Pope Francis said, after meeting
with hundreds of bishops and seminarians, as
well as privately with victims of clergy sexual
abuse. (USA. 2015)

http://mary-magdalene-church-s-molton.weebly.com

Global Realities
1. Feminism promotes women participating in
decision-making that affects their lives...to
enjoy full and equal civil rights, in and out
of the Church.

patriarchal and chauvinistic customs, it is good
to note that the Gospel begins by highlighting
women who were influential and made
history”. Pope Francis Sep. 9th 2017, Colombia.

https://pixabay.com/en/photos/church/?&pagi=7

“History is burdened by the excesses of
patriarchal cultures that considered women
inferior…. We must “see in the women’s
movement the working of the Spirit for a
clearer recognition of the dignity and rights of
women.” (Pope Francis Amoris Laetitia 54)

CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women)
Article 1: Discrimination against women
includes any exclusion or restriction on the
basis of sex...in the political, economic,
social, cultural, civil or any other field.
Article 5: States shall take appropriate
measures
to
eliminate
stereotyping,
prejudices and discrimination.

UN Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) SDG #10
Target 10.2: Empower and promote the
social, economic and political inclusion of all,
irrespective of age, sex... religion, economic
or other status

ACTION to promote respect and equality

(Adapted from Joan Chittister, osb, Oct 2013).
2.

The Royal Commission between January
1980 and February 2015 heard that 4,444
people made allegations of sexual abuse to
93 church authorities.
www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017

3. “The Church, in fidelity to the gospel, must
be open to the full and equal participation
of women in all its ministries.
http://www.womensordination.org/

-------------------------------------------------------------

Prepared by ‘Future We Need’ (FWN), a faithbased group with members from the
Columbans, Franciscans, Mercy, Presentation
and Salesians.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
is a systematic and widespread
human rights violation. It cuts
across
age,
socio-economic,
educational
and
geographic
boundaries.

16 Days of
Activism
Against
Gender
Violence...

www.google.ie/search?rlz=1C1EODB_enIE584IE584&biw=1
920&bih=974&tbm=isch&sa=1&q=pixiebay

Countries have no laws
to protect women from
domestic violence.

DAY 15...
9th
CHILD MARRIAGE....

www.google.ie/search?q=Photos+of+child+brides+pixabay

15 million girls under the age of
15 are married each year.
See: http://www.pbvm.org/news/full/leave-noone-behind:-end-violence-against-women-and-girls,part-ii/172/
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