
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      …..reaching forward to what lies ahead (Phil 3:13) 

We all know the story of the patient gardener who, after building a relationship with 

the earth and the seasons, plants and tends the seeds and celebrates the shoots and 

blooms as they appear in all their individual beauty and splendor.  Some are expected 

blossoms and others are surprising and equally wonderful, having just managed to find 

the right ground to settle in and grow.  Individually they are beautiful, but together they 

are magnificent. 

Wonderful seeds were sown and nurtured by ‘Síolta’, the combined newsletter of the 

former Northern and South Eastern Provinces, that began its life in May 2014, highlight-

ing as it did foundation stories and drawing on the faith and courage of those who have 

gone before, as well as on the fruits of collaboration and the many creative experiences 

of commitment to ministry.  This first edition of ‘Bachlóga’ (as the regular magazine of 

the North East Province) will offer a place to share, nurture, communicate and          

celebrate the many ‘green shoots’ that continue to come to full bloom within the    

Province and further afield. 

It is hoped that Bachlóga will be a way to make the many dimensions of this rich life 

visible and available to a wider audience so that they too get to know the practi-

cal reality of Presentation’s contribution to an ever-changing and ‘hungry’ society.  The 

articles within these pages will showcase the many aspects of life and experiences within 

the Province as a means of starting new conversations and continuing old ones, as well 

as generating ideas for celebration and collaboration. With your help and the generous 

sharing of your work and life it is hoped that Bachlóga will be a rich source of inspira-

tion and information for its readership.  (Photo: Presentation Sisters who were at the Formation 

Gathering in Lusaka see article on page 8).  

Síolta to Bachlóga (from seeds to ‘little shoots’) 
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A Gospel Event 
It's not often that we associate joy with poignant events such as 
farewells and endings.  But joy was what I felt on August 31st,  
2015, when I attended a celebration organised by the          
Balgaddy parish community in appreciation of the Presentation 
Sisters who had lived and worked in their midst over a period of 
22 years.  The liturgy, so well prepared for the occasion by the 
parishioners, was rich and inspiring.  Fr. Eamonn's talk was a 
deeply moving outpouring of appreciation and gratitude for 
what the  Sisters h a d  meant to the parish and also to  himself 
personally when he arrived as a newcomer to the Balgaddy   
area.  Other tributes followed, each one extolling the significance 
of the Sisters’ contribution and the enrichment that they brought to 
the local community. 

But, as the celebration went on, I became more and more 
aware that this was truly a gospel event; here was witness to 

an integrated Christ community that had found its own Eucharistic expression. 
We were not just spectators at a proclamation of commendations or an acclama-
tion of good deeds done.  We were being drawn into the blessings of being in 
communion, experiencing a wellspring of genuine love poured out, touching the 
sacredness of a people who had bonded in faith through strands of mutual 
care, support, and sharing of the bread of life.  The interweaving of services shared 
with respect, of human dignity treasured, and of compassion exchanged freely 
across thresholds over the years, had clearly come together in an exquisite         
tapestry of faith and love. 

It was truly a graced event, one that spoke volumes about the power of         
presence.  More than anything else, this celebration was honouring the presence 
of the Sisters and their belonging in the community. 

Regina, Paschal, Mary, Helen, Carmel and Anne August 2015 was surely not an ending 
but rather a glimpse at the 'Síolta', sown by you as you walked side by side 
through sunlight and shadows with the community in Balgaddy, already       
burgeoning into 'Bachlóga' that no doubt will grow and flourish in the future.  
For you, and indeed for all of us present at that wonderful celebration, it was a 
proud and joyful occasion permeated with the spirit of love and gratitude.  It 
was surely a fitting recognition of years well spent in mission.  

Sisters, we have come to a new place, a new chapter in our story, and this turning of 
pages is being marked by changing the title of our Newsletter from ‘'Síolta' to 
'Bachlóga’.  The seeds are well sown and already we are recording signs of the new 
buds of life appearing in the North East.  

I take this opportunity to congratulate our editorial team – Anne, Margaret Mary, 
Yvonne, Bernadette, and the newcomer to our team here in the Acorn Centre,      
Margaret Agnew – on the standard and engaging content of this first edition of 
'Bachlóga’.  Margaret is already generating newness as she settles into her post as 
digital communications assistant for the North East Province.  I wish her every bless-
ing in her work with Presentation. 

B A C H L Ó G A  
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Balgaddy Reflection  
At the Mass celebrated in the Church of Divine Mercy Lucan South to mark the 22 

years of Presentation’s presence in the   

area, I was asked to give the reflection.  

Not having written a script at the time, just 

headings jotted down and later discarded. l 

have to recall some of my thoughts at the 

time to share them with you. 

I began by asking the people present to  

visualise three concentric circles.  The   

outer one represented 2000 + years, the 

middle one 200+ years and the inner one 

20+ years.  And so we positioned the   

presence of our Sisters in Balgaddy, within 

the context of the Presentation Congrega-

tion’s History, and all of which is held in the 

context of our Christian Story.   

I came to Foxdene Green with Sisters Paschal McMahon and Helen O’Keeffe on 15 

October 1993.  Prior to this I had worked in the Clondalkin area for nearly ten years, 

teaching in Coláiste Bride and in Home School Liaison work, so I had some 

knowledge of the Balgaddy area.  The Franciscan Sisters had had a community in   

Balgaddy from the time the estate was built .  In June 1993 they withdrew from the 

area and it was to their house we came the following October.  

At the time Balgaddy was part of the Parish of Lucan and Fr. Cathal Price was the 

resident curate (though seen by everyone as the Parish Priest of Balgaddy)! The 

church had been originally a little pre-fab in his back garden which was known as the 

‘Doofor’ (because it would do for a church, a meeting room, a crèche etc.).  By the 

time we arrived the Bush Centre – a larger pre-fab building served as Church and 

Parish Centre.  The people had already an experience of Sisters living among them 

who were part of their community, and who had had an open house and heart for 

them, working along side them in the early days of the Estate to build community.  So 

we were welcomed with open arms.  No-one distinguished whether we were     

Franciscans or Presentation - all that mattered was that ‘the nuns’ were back in 

Foxdene Green!  Reflecting on the early days bring back many memories e.g. of Fr. 

Price on Good Friday,  leading us around each cul-de-sac for the Stations of the 

Cross carrying a large cross and followed by a motley crew of adults, children (on 

skates, bikes etc.) dogs, horses, buggies etc.  It didn’t take long  for us to realise that 

life on the estate was not easy for the people, with unemployment around 90% at the 

time.  Social Welfare was the only source of income.  As in many other parts of the 

city where there is social exclusion, the results were drugs, drink and anti-social   

behaviour.  Alongside the 300 or so residents in houses in Foxdene Estate, Balgaddy 

also had a large number of Travellers who also formed part of the community there.  

B A C H L Ó G A  

Photo of Helene Nzanga (Youth Group Balgaddy) with Sister Regina 

Gleeson  
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So in the early days a lot of our time 

was spent, visiting houses and halting 

sites. By degrees (and with the co-

operation of many eager, talented 

and willing helpers) clubs, classes 

prayer groups, and dramas were set 

up and outings and opportunities for 

people to come together were     

encouraged.  

As the economic situation improved 

in the country generally, the Liffey 

Valley shopping centre was built 

nearby.  There was a gradual        

improvement in the lives of the people 

of Balgaddy.  Large new housing estates 

were built between Balgaddy and the 

village of Lucan and so a new parish of 

Lucan South was formed.  Fr. Price was appointed parish priest of a beautiful new Church there.  The Church 

of Divine Mercy was opened and blessed on 17th September 2000.  

This is just a small ‘snapshot’ of what has grown  and developed in the area during those past twenty two 

years of Presentation life shared with the people there.                                                   

Anne O’Sullivan 

In May 2016 members of the      

Warrenmount community participat-

ed in a digital skills training           

programme (The Get Started      

Programme) through partnership 

with Age Action Ireland. The       

programme’s co-ordinator is Pauline 

Power from Age Action Ireland 

(centre of the picture). 

Yvonne Jennings and Josephine     

Deegan assisted the Way of Life Of-

fice in co-ordinating participation in 

Phases 1 & II of the programme 

which have been completed to date 

by Sisters from George’s Hill,     

Warrenmount, Mayfield Park and New Road (Clondalkin), and Shantalla and Presentation Road (Galway).  

Congratulations to all! 

An IT Experience with Age Action  

L to R Front Row:  Sisters Regina Gleeson, Pascal McMahon & Carmel Griffiths  

Back Row: Helen O’Keeffe, Fr. Eamonn Burke, Sisters Mary Lenehan, Anne O’    

Sullivan & Imelda Wickham. 



 

Three Liberties Women Honoured  
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Brigid Phelan 

Germaine Brennan 

Mary Geurineaud Byrne 

Brigid Phelan 

In 1991 Brigid Phelan returned home from the          

Philippines Mission having spent thirteen years working 

among the poor on the islands of Cebu and Negros.  

She carried deep within her the charism of Nano and 

sought how she might continue to live out the charism 

in Ireland.  At this time, the direction of the             

congregation called us to explore the option of living 

and forming community among the poor.  Brigid       

embraced this direction wholeheartedly and after some 

soul searching with the community in Warrenmount 

and the provincial leadership team of the day, she      

succeeded in securing a flat from Dublin City Council in 

Oliver Bond. At that time people in the flats were 

looked down upon by those living in houses!  

Around the same time Brigid was invited by the       

Augustinian Order to work with them in Meath Street 

Parish in the centre of the Liberties, one of Dublin’s 

oldest area.  This was an area of great social need and 

has experienced its share of poverty even during the 

Celtic Tiger era. One of the oldest institutions on 

Meath Street is ‘The Little Flower’.  The Little Flower 

provides meals for the homeless and also has a laundry       

service where wet and dirty clothes are washed and 

dried and sometimes they are exchanged for newer 

ones.  When Brigid arrived there it was in poor shape 

and in need of major refurbishment.  Luckily her arrival     

coincided with the appointment of  Fr. Richie Goode as 

parish priest.  He had already served his time as a     

curate and together they undertook the renovations of 

the building.  What emerged was a place of beauty and 

joy where to this day the homeless of Dublin’s inner 

city poor gather to enjoy a wholesome meal compan-

ionship and above all a bit of craic. Meals on wheels are 

provided to homes in the area where the old and needy 

are housebound and alone.  A new initiative is the 

provision of breakfast where many who may have 

slept rough the night before are welcomed.  It is no 

surprise that over the years people seeking ministry 

placements have come to the Little Flower to experi-

ence the living of the Gospel in action. 

Brigid is not alone in Oliver Bond. Her two compan-

ions are well-known figures in the area.  Sr. Germaine 

Brennan is a member of the community and Mary 

Geurineaud Byrne is one of the first Presentation 

Associates and together they form the ‘Liberties 

Trio.’  Germaine and Mary have not only worked 

with refugees and asylum seekers and engaged in   

advocacy work on their behalf, but they have also run 

children’s home-work clubs, provided sacramental 

preparation classes, home visitation teams and been 

involved in family integration processes as part of 

their daily activities. Some aspects of their work has 

changed in recent times but visiting people where 

they are at is still part and parcel of what they do 

today.  Mary is a fluent French speaker and has used 

her skills and talent to help needy students in the lo-

cal schools while Adult Literacy is Germaine’s special-

ity and many a student developed reading skills late in 

life as a result of her patient endeavours.  There is no 

end to what they will get up to but the heart of their 

mission is to serve the poor of the area.  This is 

something that did not go unnoticed by local people 

and was evident at the award ceremony in Meath 

Street when the South West Inner City Network 

presented these true ‘Liberties Women’ with a life-

time achievement award for their contribution to the 

community there.  
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“As I reflect 

back on my 

sabbatical 

year I feel a 

great sense of 

gratitude for 

having lived 

these 

experiences”. 

From Jerusalem to Texas via Africa (Sharing a sabbatical experience) 
I began my sabbatical journey in Tantur Ecumenical       

Institute in Jerusalem, which is located very close to the 

wall that divides Jerusalem from Bethlehem.  

The Tantur Programme provided me with multiple opportuni-

ties to explore the many dimensions of life both in Israel and 

Palestine.  To have the opportunity to listen to lecturers who 

themselves were Christian, Jews, Palestinians and Muslims, 

and to meet with groups from these religions who were all 

taking initiatives to bring people together; to talk, get to know 

one another, and work towards reconciliation, was inspira-

tional.   

Spending time with the students of Bethlehem University 

(which is run by the De Le Salle brothers) was a really       

encouraging experience, as these young Christians and     

Muslims were there studying together side by side, with so 

many hopes and aspirations for peace.  The University is an 

oasis of peace for them – a beacon of hope.  

The opportunity to spend time in St Catherine’s          

Monastery at the foot of Mount Sinai was another 

blessed time for me.  The Monastery is reputed to be one of 

the oldest continuously inhabited Christian Monasteries in the world.  For over seventeen      

centuries the Orthodox monks have being praying there.  When I joined them for prayer, I want-

ed to sing “This is Holy Ground, I’m standing on Holy Ground”.  Prior to leaving the Holy land I was 

delighted to be able to spend time with Sisters Shobha and Silvia in our mission there.  Since I left 

the this place behind it pains me deeply to hear of the sadness which continues to deepen in the 

land of the bible. 

Then to Africa:  It was a privilege to spend some of my sabbatical time in ministry in our Africa 

Unit.  Sr. Joan O’Reilly and I were invited to share our skill and experience in the area of School 

Trusteeship with the Province’s school staffs and boards of management.  I was very impressed by 

the many ministries of our sisters and the involvement of the Friends of Nano in Zambia and 

Zimbabwe.  But my time there was not all work!  I enjoyed the company and wonderful hospitali-

ty of the sisters in all the province communities I travelled to.  I will never again say that any   

journey in Ireland is long, after my nine hour bus journeys in Zambia. 

Onward to Texas: The final period of my sabbatical was 

spent in San Antonio Texas.  On my arrival I stayed with 

our sisters in O’Callaghan Road Community and           

experienced their wonderful Irish/American hospitality. I 

then joined 23 other participants from 13 countries in the 

Ministry to Ministers Sabbatical Fall Programme 

(Members of the Oblate School of Theology Faculty) with 

other specialists who coordinated and directed the pro-

gramme which focused on personal renewal and spiritual 

growth. Sr. Anice George (India North Unit) was also a 

participant so we were able to promote Venerable Nano 

with our international companions and others!  

I now hope to bring the richness of my sabbatical time into 

my newly appointed role as Director of the North East 

Province Way Of Life Office., and the Province’s Co-

ordinator of Inter-Provincial Collaboration.  

Ann-Marie Quinn 

 

Sr. Ann Marie Quinn,  Fr. Jerome 

(Orthodox Monk ) & Sr. Marie Delaney 

(Notre Dame de Namur )USA ) 



Companions on a journey  
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It was a real privilege for me to be part of the     

International Formation Gathering which took place 

in Lusaka in May of this year.  A detailed account has 

been published to  communities (CLT, July ’16), and 

makes very valuable reading.  While our main focus 

in the gathering was initial ‘formation’, the             

experience as a whole, both in content and          

approach, was entirely relevant to our personal and 

missionary growth throughout our lives.  What’s 

more, because the gathering was mixed, not only in 

terms of nationality and culture, but also and notably 

in terms of age, (front page picture) it was a source 

of much joy and   refreshment for me who found 

myself to be, like it or not, among the elders! 

There was newness on all fronts, beginning with  

language.  We struggled to find alternative ways of 

describing the processes of ‘formation’.  What is 

emerging - ‘mutual accompaniment for life in mission’ - is perhaps a roundabout way of talking, 

but it carries wonderful life-giving meaning.  We realised that conventional modes of train-

ing need to give way to newer approaches involving mutual appreciation of gifts and an    

invitation to grow to full potential in the service of a great cause.   

A key theme, in my view, was that of freedom – those discerning their way of living their 

Christian calling can best do so in a climate that is without compulsion from within or with-

out.  I was intrigued by the fact that two criteria offered (by the wisest of guides) for      

discerning a call to community life were eminently practical: (1) no noticeable inclination to 

moodiness and (2) ability and willingness to say how I am! 

I lived with a sense of abundance during that gathering … from the beauty of our surround-

ings to the giftedness and generosity of the women present.  I experienced us as captivated 

by a vision to which we could give our all.  In context of the deprivation, cruelty, displace-

ment and suffering which pervade our world, I felt our wealth of resources obliging us to be 

positive for peace.  Our calling made and makes sense!  

Before and after the gathering, there also were         

opportunities, not to be missed!  The Irish contingent 

travelled  to Lusaka via Zimbabwe.  Our Sisters there 

were clearly very pleased to share their life (which they 

live in unsettled circumstances) with grace and joy.    

After the Gathering, we went to Livingstone and       

experienced the same gracious hospitality from the   

Sisters there, while taking in that ‘wonder of the world’, 

the Victoria Falls and the wildlife of Chobe Safari Park!   

 

Anne Codd 

 

“I lived with a 

sense of 

abundance 

during that 

gathering … 

from the 

beauty of our 

surroundings 

to the 

giftedness and  

generosity of 

the women 

present”. 

Personal reflections on the International Formation Gathering 



P A G E  9  

“Mary richly 

deserves the 

honour being 

bestowed on her 

by this great civic 

university”. (Thomas 

Reilly Donahue, Board 

Member of Flax Trust  

America).     

GROW Mental Health get an award   

Honorary Doctorate for Sr. Mary Turley 
On the 30th June 2016, Sr. Mary Turley received an honorary doctorate from 

the Ulster University for distinguished services to the community as a trustee 

and director of The Flax Trust.   

Mary was brought up in a farming community in Co. Armagh.  She went to    

grammar school in Lurgan and what started as a dream to help those less       

privileged than herself, developed into a vocation for a life of service to others.  

It was fitting that Mary joined the Presentation Sisters in Portadown to carry 

on the mission of the foundress Nano Nagle in the use of education to trans-

form the condition of the poor.  

She studied at St. Mary’s University College in Belfast and after a period of 

teaching in Portadown and Drogheda, she returned to university, this time to 

Maynooth and later to Trinity College Dublin.  Mary is a key founding member 

of the Flax Trust which was formed in Belfast in 1977 and expanded into an 

international  institution in 1982.  The Flax Trust has at its mission the reduction, 

and if possible the elimination of community tensions and religious prejudices by 

creative engagement in economic and social development, education and training 

and inter-community activities.  (Source: The Portadown Times of 30th June 2016 and 

from text of citation given on the day). 

B A C H L Ó G A  

On Monday 27th June 2016 GROW Mental Health received an award from         

Waterford City and County Council in recognition of the work they do in providing 

a free support service to people who are lonely, distressed or suicidal and help 

shine a  light on mental health issues and suicide awareness.  The award was       

presented to GROW Chairperson Sr. Gertrude Howley by Mr. Liam Brazil outgoing 

Area Chairman who has been a great friend to GROW over the years.  Also      

present from GROW were two Presentation 

Associate Members, Chris Mulcahy and Mary 

Hennessy.  The event took place in Dungarvan 

Civic Offices.  The award included a donation 

of €200 towards the continuing work of 

GROW together with commemorative 

pens.  Speeches were made acknowledging and 

praising their work.  

This Award Ceremony held in their honour by 

the outgoing Cathaoirleach of Comeragh    

Municipal District Council, Cllr. Liam Brazil  acknowledged the valuable work they 

do and the support they give in the area of suicide awareness.  Other groups recog-

nised at the Award Ceremony included Aware, Chaat Network, Pieta House (South 

East) and the Samaritans (Waterford & South East).   (Read full article in Dungarvan 

Observer of 8th July) Here).                                                                                                         

Gertrude Howley                                                                 

 L to R: Chris Mulcahy, 

Liam Brazil, Gertrude 

Howley,  Ann O’Brien 

& Mary Hennessy.  

(Photo source—Dungarvan 

Observer).                               

http://issuu.com/dungarvanobserver/docs/dungarvan-observer-8-7-2016-edition?e=11490124/37229047
http://issuu.com/dungarvanobserver/docs/dungarvan-observer-8-7-2016-edition?e=11490124/37229047
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‘Benemerenti’ Medal for Sr. Angela 
The original Benemerenti Medal is an honour awarded by 

the Pope to members of the clergy and laity for service to 

the Catholic Church established as an award to soldiers in the Papal 

Army, the medal was later extended to the clergy and the laity for 

service to the church. 

Sr. Angela Maher was awarded such a medal by The Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul (Bagnelstown) in recognition of 35+ years commit-

ment working with the Society.  She is one of three people to     

receive this award in the Carlow area. 

The medal has on one side the image of 

Frédéric Ozanam the French scholar who 

with fellow students founded the       

Conference of Charity later known as the Society of St Vincent de Paul and 

on the other side has the image of the Saint.  Congratulations to Sr. Angela 

for receiving this recognition for her work.  

 The focus of ‘The Society ’ is on a practical approach to dealing with poverty, 

alleviating its effects on individuals and families through working primarily in   

person-to-person contact by a unique system of family visitation and seeking to 

achieve social justice and equality of opportunity for all citizens. 

In addition to providing direct assistance to those in need, caring for the home-

less, providing social housing, operating holiday homes and other social support activities, the Society 

promotes community self-sufficiency, enabling people to help themselves.  

 

“There is beauty in light; there’s beauty in darkness.  

Beauty is not something extra; for those who can see 

it, it emerges from the deepest mystery of every  

creature” 

Celtic Wisdom 

(Quote used is an extract from ‘The Happiness Habit’, Daniel O’Leary) 

B A C H L Ó G A  

(Photos courtesy of Sr. Esther Halvey). 

Art Slot  

The photo depicts a new and very beautiful ‘mosaic’ designed by Irish artist Laura 

O’Hagan as the focal point and back drop behind the tabernacle in the chapel in Mt 

St. Anne’s Retreat Centre.  It is worth noting that Laura also created the mosaics for 

the newly refurbished St. Mel’s Cathedral, Longford.  (It is hoped to have an       

interview with the artist in a future issue). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papal_Army
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In March 2016 over 200 sisters converged from 

north, south, east and west to the Sheraton Hotel,   

Athlone (in the centre of Ireland) to the first meet-

ing of our new province.  There was a great     

atmosphere of excitement and anticipation at   

renewing old friendships and creating new ones. 

As an innovation, as part of the event, it had been    

decided to ask Sisters to bring samples of their       

creative talents and their artistic endeavours to 

exhibit at the Assembly.  This included specimens 

of the work produced by them over the years 

which could now be displayed, so that all could 

appreciate the wealth of talent and giftedness     

existing among our Sisters.  (see below and on  

following page).  And what a display that was!!  

There were samples of every craft imaginable – 

water colour and oil paintings, crochet, knitting, embroidery, sewing, quilting, cross 

stitch, Mountmellick lace, Carrickmacross lace, card making, tapestry, quilling, felting, 

batik, and iconography.  This is not to mention the wonderful literary and musical     

talents  -  poetry, novels, theological treatises and music compositions.  All who saw the 

exhibition were warm in their praise and admiration at such an array of talent and     

creativity.  I have inserted some pictures to illustrate the wealth of material and to give 

a flavour of the exhibition.  I apologise for not being able to show everything!!  But 

those who were present will carry with them the memory of the display for a long time.  

Thanks to all who brought along their contributions and so generously shared them 

with us.  The work continues throughout the province and skills have been handed on 

to thousands of students, young and old, who have been influenced by the Sisters    

wherever they minister.   

 

B A C H L Ó G A  

Inaugural Assembly of NE Province 2016 

Sisters Anne Walsh & Eileen Nash light candles at 2016 Assembly  

as the  oldest & youngest by date of profession. 

Yvonne Jennings 



Inaugural Assembly of North East Province 2016 
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“Our recent assembly in 

Athlone revealed that 

the union of the two 

Provinces was seamless 

as we mingled and 

spoke without fear or 

favour.  The venue and 

accommodation       

contributed enormously 

to the occasion.       

Although we had not 

much time between 

sessions, still the inputs 

and conversations were 

not taxing.  Well done 

to Sr. Margarita and 

Team!!!  I would be 

happy to be in the 

Radisson at any-

time !!!!”   

Genevieve Kilbane 

 

“On our community 

calendar for July 1st 

there was a quote that 

sums up the Assembly 

for me: “We Rise by 

Lifting Others”. (St. 

Thomas, the Apostle).   

Anne  Fox 

 

More great  Items 

from the Arts & 

Crafts Exhibition  
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The Interview  

Below is the text of a recent interview with Miriam 
Healy, Development Officer for Friends of Nano and 
Associates during which she answers some interesting 
questions about her work  and about the values and 
commitment of Friends of Nano and Associates in   

today’s world. 

 

What was your greatest discovery about 
‘Friends of Nano and Associates’ when you first  
started as Development Officer in October 

2015? 

Miriam: The dynamic and contemporary quality of the  
values that the Friends of Nano and Associates move-
ment (FON) had as their foundation.  These values 

were: 

 

1. Partnership with the Divine:  to pray the 
way you need to pray as long as you take that time 
each day. 

 
2. Passion for the poorest:  to be open to the most neglected aspects within our 

society starting with the neglected aspects of our own life.  Modern economic    
theorists call this ‘going to the edges’ – this is where change happens.  We recog-
nise this as Gospel values—something which Presentation and Nano practiced for 
years. 

 
3.   Covenant with creation: That Friends and Associates of Nano need to be        

engaged in the work of climate justice.  This engagement will grow as will our     
effectiveness from a steady practice of contemplation in which we experience our-
selves as not separate from creation.  We will feel joy when we finally wake up and 

act on behalf of the earth. 

 

What do you believe that Friends of Nano and Associates have to offer       

today’s world – locally, nationally and globally? 

Miriam: The values are deeply religious but are expressed as a way of life that is open to 
everyone.  You can live them according to your gifts.  The values act as a non-directive 
direction which offers structure or suggestions to a modern day person without confining 

them.   

 

Who is Nano really? 

Miriam: Nano is pure action, the appropriate response to a particular need or a        
particular person.  She modelled complete engagement in the times in which she lived, 
and the conditions she faced must have seemed insurmountable.  She was steady in her 

response.  How do Friends of Nano live and sustain this response?   

B A C H L Ó G A  
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The Interview ctd../ 
  Sit still. Trust yourself. 

  Respond to the moment that presents itself in your own life.  

 Return to the source everyday. 

The emphasis on a lantern and a light is there – but to me she shone as do all people today (those of 

us starting to be engaged and those of us yet to start). 

What is very appealing to me is Nano’s humanity, her failure, her ordinariness and her not knowing.  
There is a quote from the ‘Jewish Book of Ethics, Chapter Two: 18’:  it says:  “It is not incumbent upon 

you to finish the task, but neither are you free to absolve yourself from it”.  She began and we continue.    

This kind of living is really a source of happiness. It is necessary to use your gifts in the service of   

other people.  This is what Nano stumbled upon, followed and modelled for us. 

 

Can you share a special moment or inspiration you shared/lived with FON? 

Miriam: The Annual Gathering in April 2016.   I was stunned and inspired by it.  We had had a day of 
contemplation with Martina Lehane-Sheehan.  At one moment Martina said – ‘I don’t understand I am 
speaking and people have tears running down their faces’. As I read the feedback of the day I realised 
the relief people felt touching the source of renewable energy within themselves, being affirmed and 
restored and returned to their own lives as the place to begin.  This is also the first value of this 
movement and the hope will be to nourish and support this value in each group in each town and to 

trust what comes from that. 

 

What can a Development Officer bring to ‘Friends of Nano and Associates’?  

Miriam: As Development Officer apart from a sustained listening to the needs and to the developing 
life of the movement locally, nationally and globally provide what structure might be needed to      

support that life as it grows.  It is a ‘deeply listening’ job. 

 

What do you see as the challenges to growing and supporting FON? 

Miriam: How does this movement want to grow?  Will we recognise the myriad ways we are need-
ed today as Nano did in her times?  Will we be attentive and patient with our efforts and act with just 
enough courage personally and collectively to make a difference now?  Can we get to know each   
other, appreciate each other and be inspired by each other as we engage in social action and environ-
mental justice from a sustained contemplative place that adds a bit of creativity to the whole proceed-
ings?  When I saw the fruits of ‘Challenge for Change’, a programme that young students and their 
teachers undertake each year in many Presentation Schools, I’d say we can.  It is well within us to do 

this.  

For further information on Friends of Nano and Associates contact Miriam@presprone.com as well 

as visiting this link on the Presentation Sisters NE Province website:  Friends of Nano web link. 

B A C H L Ó G A  

About  the photo on the previous page  L—R: Anne Keating (President of FON with Miriam  Healy. 

Killeshin Romanesque Church is situated in the Barrow Valley, the 12th century Killeshin church has one of the 

most beautifully carved romanesque doorways in Ireland.  

mailto:miriam@presprone.com
http://presentationsistersne.ie/friends-of-nano/
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Care for Our Common Home  

One year ago, on June 18th 2015, Pope Francis released his 

historic encyclical  ‘Laudato Si: On Care for our Common 

Home’.  This document continues to inspire initiatives for 

the safeguarding of the planet.   ‘Laudato Si’ Week was the 

opportunity for a major international celebration to reflect 

on the Laudato Si’ message and take action to bring it to 

life.  A series of webinars with Vatican officials, world    

renowned experts and leaders from different faiths took 

place during this time.  Click Link to Webinars 

In addition, international EcoOne network, which connects 

experts in ecology, presented an appeal that is summarised 

in 10 challenges, as follows:.  

1.  To convert in projects of peace, the weapons disseminated around us, especially 

the atomic ones  

2.  To increase research in the Biosphere science and its applications, so that they 

can become safer 

3.   To differentiate and recycle household and industrial waste  

4.   To intensify the use of renewable energy sources 

5.  To plan reforestation programs and forest policies at all levels (from local to   

international) 

6.  To strengthen ecological transports, such as electric and hydrogen based cars, 

and local public transport initiatives 

7. To increasingly allocate hydrocarbons to the production of substances and      

materials useful for humanity rather than using them for burning  

8.  To avoid the waste of precious common goods such as water and food, ensuring 

a more equitable distribution   

9. To respect other living beings, recognizing that everything is in relation in the 

planet 

10. To transform our homes, our neighbourhoods and cities into places of beauty, 

harmony and fraternity. 

How? 

   Adhering to our leaders’ stances and promoting complying laws, such as the Paris  

Agreement 

   Promoting initiatives in accordance with the “Golden Rule” and joining the initia-

tives of other people, regardless of their belief 

   Asking for advice to our communities and cooperating with them in promoting 

actions to save nature and humanity. 

B A C H L Ó G A  

http://catholicclimatemovement.global/laudato-si-online-conference-2016/
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The 31st World Youth Day took place in Kracków, Poland from the  25th—31st July 

2016.  Every World Youth Day, the pope holds an evening prayer vigil preceding the      

concluding Mass celebration. This year’s prayer vigil in Kraków was held at Campus        

Misericordie where about 1.6 million people gathered to hear his address and pray in     

communion with Catholics from around the world.  Pilgrims had trekked nearly nine miles 

to the site and spent Saturday night on the Campus Misericordie grounds to participate 

in the Sunday Mass celebrated by Pope Francis.  Pope Francis opened his address reflecting 

on the reality of global conflicts such as Syria’s current crisis.  Calling on the audience to join 

him in prayer for the victims of war and Syrian families, he said, “Once and for all, may we 

realize that nothing justifies shedding the blood of a brother or sister; that nothing is more precious 

than the person next to us.”  

Continuing he said:  While the fear of danger is paralyzing, he referenced a more severe 

form of paralysis in our lives: indifference.  Pope Francis compared this paralysis to a “sofa 

that makes us feel comfortable, calm, safe” and shields us from all pain and worry.  This “sofa 

happiness” leads to a loss of freedom as others step in to shape our lives and the world.  

“Dear young people, we didn’t come into this work to “vegetate”, to take it easy, to make our lives 

a comfortable sofa to fall asleep on. No, we came for another reason: to leave a mark.” We must 

not confuse happiness with comfort. Jesus was the ultimate risk-taker and never settled for 

security.  See: WYD16 Pope Francis invites catholic youth to live fearlessly     (Note: Panama will 

host the next WYD in 2019).   

 Serves: 4  

4 ripe medium to large peaches, halfed and pitted 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

1/4 cup honey/maple syrup 

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon or 1 stick of fresh cinnamon 

broken up  

Preheat oven to 200 degrees C.  Half and remove stones 

from the peaches.  In a medium bowl mix together the honey, vanilla and cinnamon, toss the peach 

halves in the marinade to coat well.  Place the peaches in a greased baking dish in one layer with the 

cut face upwards. And bake for 20 minutes until tender and golden.  Wonderful at room tempera-

ture.  Serve with a dollop of Greek yoghurt or vanilla ice cream.  The riper the peaches the sweeter 

they already are so adjust the quantity of honey /maple syrup accordingly.  (If using a fresh stick of  

cinnamon remove before serving). 

 “Following 

Jesus demands 

a good dose of 

courage, a 

readiness to 

trade in the 

sofa for a pair 

of walking 

shoes and to 

set out on 

new and 

uncharted 

paths.”  

Trade in the Sofa 

Roasted Peaches with Cinnamon 

B A C H L Ó G A  

http://worldyouthday.com/pope-francis-invites-catholic-youth-to-live-fearlessly
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It was very clear from the first moment I heard about Nano Nagle that she was not just held in 

esteem as an historic ‘venerable’ figure who did good works but that she is someone very 

much alive who continues to inspire the human, spiritual and emotional life of all her ‘Sisters’, 

Friends of Nano and Associates, co-workers and students, as well as all who come into      

contact with actions, projects, activities and community initiatives ‘on the ground’ that form an 

integral part of the practical expression of who Presentation are in today’s world.  So much so 

in fact, that  from the outset I was tempted to ask the question ‘But who is Nano Nagle?’ 

rather than ‘Who was she?  

The continuation of the expression of her charism is through the life and ministry of       

Presentation which is very much embedded in the world of today, in the more likely and    

unlikely places, but more often than not in those ‘hot spots’ and places of abject human suffer-

ing of every possible kind where often we ourselves would rather not go, even in our heads! 

In 2018 the world of Presentation will celebrate the Ter-Centenary of the birth of Nano 

Nagle.  It would be great to use this ‘slot’ to share who Nano is in today’s world?  Some of the 

adjectives that I have heard describe her would clearly indicate that she is indeed a ’woman of 

our time’.  

If you wish to contribute to this ’slot’ or to share material for articles, ideas for 

features, photographs or comment to help make this magazine the best it can be, 

please send to Margaret@presprone.com or by mail to: Margaret Agnew, Acorn 

Centre, Warrenmount, Blackpitts, Dublin 8. D08 W2 X8 .  I look forward to hear-

ing from you.  

To Margarita and Team who 

took the time to travel from 

Dublin and back in the day; to 

Anne Codd for her very     

insightful presentation which 

enhanced the launch and to all 

the sisters who accompanied 

me on the night.  It was indeed 

a Presentation celebration.  

Thanks also to all who sent 

cards of congratulations, phone 

calls and reviews afterwards.  I 

am unable to write to each one 

so I hope this will show my 

I would like to express my 

gratitude to all the Sisters in 

the Province and beyond for 

the wonderful support given 

me on the publication of ‘Eva’s 

Journey’ on International 

Women’s Day 8th March 2016. 

It was a night of great joy and 

thanksgiving for me personally 

to have been able to share 

with the world my own jour-

ney with the poor of Chile 

who inspired and shaped me 

through the years: 

Who is Nano? 

A time to reflect and give thanks  
deep appreciation. May your 

holidays be filled with the bless-

ings you wish for at this time.  

                 Bernadette Joyce 

 

The book ‘Eva’s Journey is 

available from Columba 

Press. 

All royalties will be donated to the 

families in this story who still live in 

the Atacama Desert.  

mailto:margaret@presprone.com
http://www.columba.ie/
http://www.columba.ie/


The following is an extract from the launch text presented by Anne Codd in Galway 

earlier this year.  As she said at the time:  “I saw this task as an opportunity to      

congratulate Bernadette on the publication of her book, and celebrate everything it 

stands for.  I also hoped too that I would whet the appetite of others to read this book 

for yourselves and in turn share its compelling message with their friends”. 

It was a great privilege to be the one to launch Bernadette’s book.  As 

soon as we talked I was immersed all over again in our shared memories. 

I will never forget visiting Bernadette in her desert dwelling on the Pampa 

outside of Iquique.  The little makeshift house among the poor.  Our   

conversation that day took its cue from the context. There you were 

among a people displaced, yet determined to mark out a spot to call 

home. In your house of four stakes, paneled with the packaging of the 

Japanese cars en route to Chile for the rich and powerful, we spoke over 

bread and jam, of life in the raw, but of life undeterred. 

There is no room for romanticising.  Poverty degrades, and the Pampa had its share of degradation. But history has 

taught us too that neither deprivation nor torture need ultimately extinguish the human spirit. When the thread of 

faith is woven into the fabric of life and sustained in solidarity, that human spirit rises. And risen it has in the     

Pampa, which is now serviced and lit, and where its people are now  entitled to their patch. 

The writer Toni Morrison once said: ‘If there’s a book you really want to read but it hasn’t been written yet, then 

you must write it’.  It seems to me that this is such a book.   Eva’s Journey is what might be called an ‘insider job’ … 

written from the heart of a woman who lived life with and not just for the poor – first in the campo (countryside) 

of Lo Valdivia, then in one of the poorest quarters of Santiago, and finally on the sands of the Pampa above Iquique. 

Eva’s Journey may be a work of fiction, but it is also  seriously factual. 

Eva, I have heard Bernadette say, is many women whom she has known and loved. From the vulnerability of a 

childhood taken from her too soon, through the susceptibilities of adolescence in the largely inhospitable environs 

of the city, to the resilience of adulthood with its responsibilities and its heart-breaking losses, Eva personifies both 

the pathos and the strength of our humanity.  In the face of the worst that can befall her in her life, Eva comes 

through like the olive tree on which she reflects, so that ‘its silvery green 

leaves may shine in the morning sun’. 

When our Sisters including Bernadette, and also Mairéad King first went to 

Chile in 1981, it was in response to a truly Christian leader, Bishop Don   

Carlos Gonzales. They answered his call for people with a pastoral heart, 

who would serve the small, remote communities of his diocese of Talca, 

sharing life and the Word of God in homes and make-shift halls and chapels, 

often far into the hill country.  And I used ‘sharing’ deliberately. It was quite 

overwhelming to experience for myself the depth of appreciation with which 

members of those small communities could break open that Word of God 

and find their lives illuminated. The Sisters played their part, too, in the action 

of Solidaridad, the Church-wide organisation which mobilised the population, 

and notably the poor, to speak up for freedom in the difficult days of the  

dictatorship.  Those sisters from the Latin American mission who were also 

present  at the launch  included  Eileen Pender, Carmel O’Connor,  Lillie 

O’Reilly and Carmel Rafferty.   To find out more about the author and the book Click here. 

Book review slot—this issue ‘Eva’s Journey’ 

http://presentationsistersne.ie/sr-bernadette-joyce-book-inspired-by-missionary-work-in-chile/
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We are a community of women rooted in stillness and contem-

plation committed to developing caring and meaningful       

relationships in education, community outreach, charity and 

international missions.  We are committed to living sustainably 

and we promote justice, peace and equality. 

 

We live out the vision of Nano Nagle, the distinguished Irish 

woman who started our congregation, by responding creatively 

to ever changing social challenges. Our daily work                  

involves creating innovative responses to unmet 

needs, participating in diverse educational services and making 

a difference in many small ways to people’s lives especially the 

poor and marginalised.  

We are an international group of Sisters who aim to be mystics and 

prophets in today’s world.  

If you wish to contribute articles, ideas for features, photographs or comment to help make this magazine the best it 

can be, please send to Margaret@presprone.com or by mail to: Margaret Agnew, Acorn Centre, Warrenmount,   

Blackpitts, Dublin 8. D08 W2 X8.  We look forward to hearing from you.  

Editorial Team:  Bernadette Joyce, Yvonne Jennings, Margaret Mary Healy, Anne Codd. 

Contributors to this issue:  Margarita Ryan, Ann Marie Quinn, Brigid Phelan, Anne O’Sullivan, Anne, McDermott Yvonne Jennings, 

Gertrude Howley, Miriam Healy, Ester Halvey, Anne Codd, Margaret Agnew 

Síolta to Bachlóga  (ctd from front cover)  

Want to know more?  
If you have read this magazine and have enjoyed it or have comments or ideas to share that would 

help make it better — please let us know, as the ‘little shoots’ are all ready and determined to 

grow?  Also feel free to pass your copy on to someone else who may not yet be familiar with the 

‘world of Presentation’.   

As a new reader—if this is your first contact with Presentation North East Province or if you just 

want to know more, please contact us at any of the links given below or throughout the magazine 

or visit our website, follow us on Facebook or Twitter or make contact with someone directly at 

local level.  We are not hard to find   

 

T: 01 416 6010  F: 01 416 5787  E-mail: secretary@presprone.com  Website:  www.presentationsistersne.ie 

mailto:margaret@presprone.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Presentation-Sisters-Union-North-East-Ireland/944744778922749
https://twitter.com/PresSisNE
http://presentationsistersne.ie/

