
The ‘Heart Aflame’ Visitor Centre 

is in the grounds of Mount St. Anne’s 
Retreat & Conference Centre—Sat. 
Nav. Sat Nav: N53° 07.656’   W007° 
08.772’. 
Travelling by Road take Exit 14 off 
the M7 towards the R445. Follow 
R445 to Killenard and Mount St. 
Anne’s Retreat & Conference Centre.  

A reflective space 

Practical information  

There is space and time to reflect 
on your experience of the exhibi-
tion, and to write a comment, a 
prayer, leave a question, or      

request a prayer for someone else.  

Individuals & groups of all ages—
families, school groups, local histori-
ans, historical societies, researchers, 
church groups & societies, women’s 
groups, youth organisations, and 
active retirements groups, are just 
some of the visitors who will find 
something that relates to them and 
their lives, in this interactive         
exhibition. 

You can arrange to be guided 
through the Presentation journey 
that this exhibition provides, or you 
can travel through it at your own 
pace.   
 

However, you do need to contact the 
‘Heart Aflame’ Visitor Centre at:          
heartaflame@mountstannes.com, 
prior to your arrival there, to ensure 
that the Centre is open (especially at 

peak times) when there may be group   
visits pre-arranged.  
  

Entry to the ‘Heart Aflame’ exhibi-
tion is free of charge, but donations 
towards the upkeep and development 
of the Centre are very welcome. 

Who our visitors are 

We are an international  group of 
Sisters who live out the vision of 
Nano Nagle, the distinguished Irish 
woman who started our congrega-
tion. 

‘Heart Aflame’ 

Visitor Centre  

An Invitation  

‘Heart Aflame’, Killenard, Portarlington,  Co. Laois. T. 057 862 6153.  

‘Heart Aflame’ is a living experience rather 
than a museum or an historical archive.  
Each visit is an opportunity to engage and 
reflect on a very  particular encounter. 

mailto:heartaflame@%20mountstannes.com


About the Exhibition  

This Centre introduces the visitor to 
the life and legacy of Nano Nagle 
through following the beginnings and 
development of the Presentation  
Congregation in Ireland and across 
the world up to the present time.  
 

 

How the Centre came 
about    
 

The ‘Heart Aflame’ Visitor Centre 
was created, supported and devel-
oped by Presentation Sisters Union 
(North East Province, Ireland) 
through the shared creative vision of 
a team of Sisters and designers in 
collaboration with the architect    
appointed to manage the project.   
 

It is located in what was the remain-
ing stables of the old house that is 
Mount St. Anne’s (circa 1820). It was 
creatively and imaginatively renovat-
ed and converted into a purpose built 
visitor centre, while maintaining its 

close contact with the woodland and 
gardens of the house, so that the    
exhibition and the nature outside are 
never very far apart.  
 

Who is Nano Nagle? 
 

Nano Nagle was born in 1718 and 
died in 1784. She lives on today 
through Presentation people every-
where who, inspired by her charism, 
life and work, continue to work along-
side those ‘made poor’.   
 

  

 Nano Nagle was a pioneer 
and social activist, providing,   
Catholic education (including 
education for girls) when it 
did not exist in Ireland due to 
the Penal Laws. 

 She is the founder of the 
Presentation Congregation.  

 In 2000, she was named ‘Irish 
Woman of the Millennium’. 

 In 2013, she was declared  
Venerable by Pope Francis. 

 In 2018 we celebrate 300 
years since Nano Nagle’s 
birth in 1718. 

The Visitor Centre opens its heart 
wide to welcome all comers,     

epitomising the spirit of hospitali-
ty that is an inherent expression 
of Presentation Life. 
 

We hope that the experience 
opens wide your heart to take in 
the national & global experience 
of Nano Nagle, and ‘her people’. 
 

The moment you arrive at the   
entrance you are immediately 
drawn in to explore, discover & 
experience who Nano Nagle was, 

and is now, for peoples all over 
the world. 
  

This exhibition invites you to 
meet and engage with the life and 
experiences of those who got to 

The ‘Heart Aflame’ Experience 

know Nano Nagle, from the early 
days of the Sisters in Ireland in 

the 1700s through to the present 
time, where the ‘foot-fall’ of 
Presentation people can be 
‘heard’ and witnessed all over the 
world. 
 

There are four inter-connected 
exhibition areas, as follows: 
 

 Difficult times 

 From Acorn to Oak 

 Modernising times 

 Faith, Hope & Love  

 
The Heart Aflame Story is the 
story of the Presentation Congre-
gation. The exhibition material  
treasures the memory, tradition 
and contribution of all of those     
women who have gone before us, 
while at the same time communi-
cating a living legacy and very 
particular charism from Nano 
Nagle’s life, that continues to 
develop in response to the needs 
of today’s world. 


