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Call to Prayer:  Open with the song, “The Cry of the Poor,” or another appropriate song 
 
Leader:   Loving and gracious God, you call us to embrace the lives of those made poor.  Today, we pray 
especially for old women and young girls. United with all Presenation Peoeple committed to the work of IPA, 
inspire us to be generous in this year’s collection for the eradication of poverty. 
 
Reader 1:  Nobody gets to heaven without a letter of reference from the poor! That’s a quote attributed to 
James Forbes, an interdenominational pastor in New York City, and it captures something the ancient 
prophets of Israel underlined many centuries ago.  The great prophets coined this mantra:  “The quality of 
your faith will be judged by the quality of justice in the land.  And the quality of justice in the land will always 
be judged by how widows, orphans and strangers are faring while you are alive.”  Jesus tells us that on the day 
of judgment, we will be asked only one set of questions and they all have to do with how we treated the poor:  
“Did you feed the hungry? Give drink to the thirsty? Welcome the stranger? Clothe the naked? Visit the sick? 
Visit prisoners?  Gustavo Gutierrez acknowledged how difficult it is to reach out to the poor in the face of all 
the global issues of injustice that beset us.  He said, “Minimally, make sure you always have at least one 
concrete poor person in your life to whom you are specially attending.”  Perhaps this person will write your 
letter of reference to enter heaven! 

--adapted from Ron Rolheiser, OMI, online, 7 August 2011 

 
Reader 2:  The South Presentation annalist tell us, “Thus did Nano devote her person and her wealth to the 
gratuitous instruction of the poor and destitute little ones of the Lord.”  As well as her work in the schools, 
Nano visited homeless and sick women in their homes, their garrets, their mud cabins bringing them her 
compassionate presence and whatever help she could and putting her life at risk as she trod the unlit 
alleyways of Cork at night by the light of a dim lantern.   

--from Presentation Charism and Spirituality – page 5 
 
Leader:  In the above readings, we are challenged by Jesus, the words of the prophets, a New York City pastor, 
Ron Rolheiser, Gustavo Gutierrez, and by the actions of Nano Nagle.  Take a few moments to ask yourself:  
What will be my response to this year’s collection for the eradication of poverty? 
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Prayers for Those Made Poor 

Reader: The Lord will vindicate the orphan and the oppressed. God will strengthen their hearts. 

All:  The Lord hears the cry of the poor; blessed be the Lord. 

Reader:   How blessed are they who consider the helpless; the Lord will deliver them in a day of trouble. 

All:  Help us to hear the cry of the poor; blessed be the Lord.      

Reader: May God vindicate the afflicted of the people, save the children of the needy and crush the 
oppressor. 

All:  The Lord hears the cry of the poor; blessed be the Lord. 

Reader: How blessed are they whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, who  
execute justice for the oppressed, give food to the hungry and set prisoners free. 
 

All:  Help us to hear the cry of the poor; blessed be the Lord.  
 

Please add your personal prayers… 
 
Closing Prayer:  All: 

 
Lord God, you came to give honor to the least, those forgotten, overlooked and misjudged. 
You came to give first place to the last, those left behind, misunderstood and undervalued. 

You came to give a warm welcome to the lost, those who are orphaned, abandoned and destitute.  
 

Help us to be your ears to listen to their cries. 
Help us to be your voice speaking out love and acceptance. 

Help us to be your feet walking beside those in need. 
Help us to be your hands to clothe, feed and shelter them.  

 
You came for the least, the lost and last of this world.   
May we journey with you in service to these.  Amen. 
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