
‘The universe that sustains our          
existence and the planet that nurtures 
our relational well-being require political 
strategies and structures that will both 

honour and enhance that relational    

interdependence. And this applies not 
merely to people but to all creatures 
inhabiting creation, as well as to the 
various ecosystems that sustain and 
nourish our mutual co-existence’.          
 ~ Diarmuid O’Murchu. 

As Presentation People we ‘know’ within 
our DNA about this interconnectedness. 
 

Our presence  at the HLPF provided us 
with a further opportunity to explore in 
big and small ways (individually and 
together) how to manifest its practical 

expression wherever we are, and to   
recognise the urgent need for ‘A politics 
of connectedness’. 
 

The meeting of the High-Level Politi-
cal Forum (HLPF2018) on sustainable 
development was held from Monday, 9 
July, to Wednesday, 18 July 2018 in the 
UN Building in New York. It included a 
three-day ministerial meeting of the  
Forum from Monday, 16 July, to 

Wednesday, 18 July 2018. The theme 
was "Transformation towards sustaina-
ble and resilient societies".  
 

On July 18th  at the Ministerial Forum, 
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Front Row (R-L) Sr. Elizabeth Juliana Rodrigues, pbvm (Zambia), 
Sr. Jean Quinn, Daughter of Wisdom (Exec. Director of UNANIMA 
International, and the event’s moderator), Sr. Shazia Gill, pbvm 
(Pakistan).  Back Row: Sr. Nifa Viegas (India), Sr. Elsa Mattathu 
(UN IPA representative) and Sr. Helen Lenehan, pbvm (Philippines) 

The High Level Political  Forum (HLPF 2018) 

Mr. Denis Naughten (Minister at the   
Department of Communications, Climate 
Change) presented  Ireland’s Voluntary 
National Review (VNR) document.  (See 

Link to pdf Ireland's VNR 2018). 
 

Coalition 2030 also had people present 
from Ireland at this event. Brian O’Toole 

(Director of the Presentation Sisters   
Justice Desk for Ireland and England) as 
an active member of Coalition 2030, had 
been involved in crafting the content of 
submissions made to inform the content 
of the VNR for Ireland. 
 

Also as a result of an amazing juxtaposi-
tion of timing, Srs. Anne Codd and Ann 
Marie Quinn where in New York at the 
time of the Forum and were able to gain 

access to the parallel event involving the 
Presentation Sisters, with the help of 
our UN IPA link person, Sr. Elsa        

Mattathu. 
 

At their event on 17 July, Presentation 
Sisters working in Asia and Africa      
discussed the concrete ways in which 
the congregation is working towards the 
realisation of the global goals. 
 

Sr. Shazia Gill  (Pakistian) called the UN 
2030 Agenda “an opportunity for dealing 
with issues of water and sanitation, drug 
abuse and peace building  through the 

involvement of [local citizens] with the 
aim of bringing transformation”. 

 

The Sisters and community members in 

their 18 targeted communities focused 
on Goal numbers— SDG 3: Good Health 
& Well-being; SDG 6: Clean Water and 
Sanitation and SDG 16: Peace, Justice 
and Strong Institutions. 
 

Other Presentation Sisters who shared 
their hands-on experiences were Sr. 
Nifa Viegas (India), Sr. Helen Lenehan 
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“Three words encap-

sulate a new way of 

being political as we 

strive to come home to 

ourselves as a planetary, 

cosmic and spiritual   

species: interdepend-

ence, sustainability, & 

justice”. ~ 

Diarmuid O’Murchu. 

Srs. Ann Marie Quinn (2nd left) and Anne 
Codd (right back row) spend some time with 
Sisters at the UN HLPF in New York.  

(Philippines) and Sr. Elizabeth 
Juliana (Lynette) Rodrigues who 
works in Zambia. 
 

Their work is part of a large   
effort by Presentation Sisters to 
incorporate a focus related to 
the sustainable development 

goals into their mission activity. 
 

“We have been working on the 
SDG’s in almost all of the coun-

tries where we have been       
present“, said Sr. Elsa Mattathu the UN 
Representative for the IPA which works 
in 24 countries. 
 

The particular work presented was part 
of a year long implementation project in 
six countries that began in 2017. In  
addition to Pakistan, India, the Philip-
pines and Zambia, the project includes 
Thailand and Zimbabwe.  The project is 

funded through the Conrad N. Hilton 

Foundation.  (See:Global Sisters Report 

26 July 2018 ). 

See link to Irish 

Times Article 20th 

July 2018: View on 

Progress in Meeting 

the UN SDG's and  
Government faces 
sharp criticism on 

2030 climate change 

UNANIMA Interna-
tional is a UN based 
coalition of Catholic 
Congregations focused 

on concerns of women, 
children, migrants and 
the environment.  The 
Executive Director is 
Sr. Jean Quinn (see 

photo on opposite page). 

Fr. Brian Grogan SJ has produced this small book 

of meditations on Pope Francis’ Encyclical, Laudato 

Si. It is a guide to finding in all creation the invita-

tion of God to love and care for all that is (cf. Our 

Way of Life, 3).   
 

Pope Francis believes that this contemplative 

stance can generate in us a sense of wonder, awe, 

reverence and love for nature in all its aspects. This 

sense will make us strong enough to dedicate our-

selves to the demanding task of caring for what he 

calls ‘our common home.’  

Holding her first grandchild in her arms in 2003, Mary 

Robinson was struck by the uncertainty of the world 

he had been born into… . The faceless, shadowy   

menace of climate change had become, in an instant, 

deeply personal. Mary Robinson's mission would lead 

her all over the world, from Malawi to Mongolia, and 

to a heartening revelation: that an irrepressible driv-

ing force in the battle for climate justice could be 

found at the grassroots level, mainly among women, 

many of them mothers and grandmothers like herself.  

Both books are available from Veritas. 

Bringing it all back home 

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/VNR2018%20Full.pdf
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/news/ministry-equality/presentation-sisters-help-implement-un-sustainable-goals-local-level-55213
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/news/ministry-equality/presentation-sisters-help-implement-un-sustainable-goals-local-level-55213
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/editorial/irish-times-view-on-progress-in-meeting-un-s-sustainable-development-goals-1.3570413
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/editorial/irish-times-view-on-progress-in-meeting-un-s-sustainable-development-goals-1.3570413
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/editorial/irish-times-view-on-progress-in-meeting-un-s-sustainable-development-goals-1.3570413
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/government-faces-sharp-criticism-on-2030-climate-change-targets-1.3568911?fbclid=IwAR2Be8K7LeMKs2AR8-99pwsa6F99kRUfyRY-Zl9u03S-JQJc5ZorTQtFkiA%23.W1H0aG9jtAo.facebook
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/government-faces-sharp-criticism-on-2030-climate-change-targets-1.3568911?fbclid=IwAR2Be8K7LeMKs2AR8-99pwsa6F99kRUfyRY-Zl9u03S-JQJc5ZorTQtFkiA%23.W1H0aG9jtAo.facebook
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/government-faces-sharp-criticism-on-2030-climate-change-targets-1.3568911?fbclid=IwAR2Be8K7LeMKs2AR8-99pwsa6F99kRUfyRY-Zl9u03S-JQJc5ZorTQtFkiA%23.W1H0aG9jtAo.facebook
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The Roar of the Lioness  
Lorna Gold in her current book:   
‘CLIMATE Generation’ shares the follow-
ing story in the opening pages, on a trip to   
the Ngorongoro conservation area.  
 

Standing there on the edge of the crater 
was like walking straight into the opening 
scene of The Lion King.  As we drove down 
the steep track, bumping our way to the 
plains below, we spotted a pride of lions. 
What luck to come across these majestic 
creatures! The lions were sprawled about, 
lazily digesting the morning’s prey and 

enjoying the early morning sunshine.  [...] 
They exuded power and elegance in equal 
measure.  Content among their own, they 
had a familiar gentleness about them  as 
they relaxed together and played.   
 

As I watched on silently, I spotted a lion-

ess with a new born cub.  I felt deeply   
privileged to witness something so rare 
and intimate.  Seeing my excitement, my 
guide wanted to take a closer look.  [...] 
so he continued to edge  closer and closer. 
 

Suddenly the lioness who had been gently 
tending her young cub, sprang to her feet. 
Tail pointed upward, back arched, she 
stared straight at us and made a  terrifying 
roar that pierced the still, hazy air.  Echoes 
could be heard right across the crater, as 

the warning bounced around its walls 
and returned to us amplified. Instant-
ly all of the lions were then on their 
feet, all of the roaring, all of them 
staring at us; the intruders.  We knew 
we were no longer welcome. Our skid-

ding tyres send red dust flying. 
 

The roar of that lioness still rings in 
my ears and reverberates in my whole 
body.  It was a life lesson in respect 
for the power of nature and our      
vulnerability to other things, especial-

ly when we are guests in their       
natural habitats. 
 

Lorna describes this book as her     
personal story of waking up to the 
danger our children (and future gen-
erations) face in relation to climate 

change.  She fears greatly that unless 
our protective instinct kicks in, we 
may lose what is most precious. 

Lorna Gold was keynote speaker at the 
recent NEP JPIC Justice Day:  
‘Justice for All: People and Planet’ 
on 24th November, 2018 in Mount 
St. Anne’.   (See Link:                         
https://presentationsistersne.ie/justice

-for-all-people-and-planet/).   

 

‘There are many       
reasons why science 
has failed to sensitise 

the person in the street 
regarding the urgency 
of tackling  climate 
change [...]  
 

But perhaps a less well 
publicised failing is an 

inability to bring the   
issues down to a      
personal level, a level 
which impinges on the    
every day life             
experience of people, 
causing them to ques-

tion their priorities, and     
consider disrupting their 
conventional and some-
times comfortable way 
of life’ . 
 
 ~ Lorna Gold, ‘Climate       

Generation’ 

Africa is poor, but we can try to help its 
people. 
 

It's a simple statement, repeated through 

a thousand images, newspaper stories 

Stealing the wealth of Africa 
and charity appeals each year, so 
that it takes on the weight of truth. 
When we read it, we reinforce    
assumptions and stories about   
Africa that we've heard throughout 
our lives. We reconfirm our       

image of Africa. 
 

Try something different. Africa is 
rich, but we steal its wealth. Africa's 
people are effectively robbed of 
wealth by an economy that enables 
a tiny minority of Africans to get 

rich by allowing wealth to flow out 
of Africa. So what is the answer? 
 

Governments need to stop forcing 
African governments to open up 
their economy to privatisation, and 
their markets to unfair competition. 

No country should tolerate compa-
nies with subsidiaries based in tax 
havens operating in their country. 
 

To even begin to embark on such 
an ambitious programme, we must 

change the way we talk and think 

Read full text of article 

HERE 

 

(Nick Dearden is the director of 

UK campaigning organisation 

Global Justice Now). 

about Africa. It's not about 
making people feel guilty, but 
about correctly diagnosing the 
problem in order to provide a 
solution. 
 

We are not, currently, 
"helping" Africa. Africa is rich.  
 

Let's stop making it poorer.  

https://presentationsistersne.ie/justice-for-all-people-and-planet/
https://presentationsistersne.ie/justice-for-all-people-and-planet/
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2017/05/africa-poor-stealing-wealth-170524063731884.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2017/05/africa-poor-stealing-wealth-170524063731884.html

