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Ireland and the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 

The UPR is a unique process which involves a periodic review of the human rights records of all 193 UN 

Member States.  This is essentially a peer review that occurs for each country about every 5 years and Ireland 

is up for review this year. Ireland must declare how it has improved the human rights situation at home and 

the UPR will assess the extent to which Ireland respects its human rights obligations as set out in the UN 

instruments.  

Any individual or indeed group can make a submission to the Irish UPR and the due date is March 18th of 

2021. At the Interprovincial Justice Desk, we sought out like minded partners who might come together with 

us to strengthen the message submitted by a joint submitting group. This group now comprises of; Edmund 

Rice International, the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of the Apostles (OLA Ireland) and the International 

Presentation Association (IPA). Our submission will only take account of the areas of focus of our respective 

congregations and thus in our submission we are commenting (and recommending) on Direct Provision, 

Migrant Citizenship, Migrant Integration, Human Trafficking in Ireland and Violence against Women.  

Our final submission will be sent to other NGOs and services in Ireland (prior to formal submission) to review, 

comment, add to or subtract from and to ensure that our submission is on point, takes account of the primary 

issues and suggests likely and possible recommendations.  

It is hoped too that they might co-sign the final document again strengthening the possibility of having some 

of our joint recommendations adopted. Ireland is one of up to 45 countries up for review this coming 

November and we will watch and wait in anticipation of a promising, forward thinking, inclusive and informed 

national outcome document by years’ end.   
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