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A tapestry of hope ...

As this our 2" edition of ‘Words and Deeds’
is published, we are all basking in beautiful
summer sunshine. Happily, the sun can be
a metaphor for the brighter, somewhat freer
days which we are experiencing as we slow-
ly move into a different phase of this
pandemic. This edition of our Province
magazine is indeed filled with shafts of light
and hope, all coming from our Sisters’
creativity and our involvement with our lay
partners and colleagues in life and ministry
across the Province and beyond. Did you
know that we are a Province of accom-
plished writers and published authors?
A few of these creative women are featured
in the pages of this edition of ‘Words and
Deeds’. We are invited on a historic tour of
Maynooth through the pages of A History for
Young People written by Sr. Alphonsus
Dunne RIP, three recently published books
by Bernadette Joyce, Una Trant and Imelda
Wickham are available for our summer read-
ing, Anne Codd has contributed a chapter
entitted ‘Becoming Church’ to Maynooth
College reflects on Covid-19: New Realities
in Uncertain Times and a beautiful reflection
penned by our novice Gabrielle Jin invites
us into stillness and contemplation. Our
previous edition featured Anne Lyons’ book
on Nano Nagle, so all in all we are not doing
badly on the literary front! Covid lockdown
has certainly been a fertile ground for our
creative thinkers, so there is always a silver
lining!

The justice theme is very strong in this
edition as we hear of the wonderful work
which is happening in the Cumasu Family
Resource Centre in Galway and the updates
on activities from the Province and Inter-
Province Justice desks. We are constantly
being challenged to look outward, despite
our own, very real struggles with pandemic
to remember that there is a suffering people
and planet who need us in their corner, now
more than ever. The pandemic has caused a

spike in the numbers experiencing extreme
poverty. Food poverty is at an alarmingly
high level and yet one third of the food
produced in the world is discarded. We
cannot walk the ‘Nano Way’ with our eyes
and ears closed to this reality. Constant
updating from our Justice Commissions,
Brian O’Toole and IPA are crucial to ensure
that we do not become complacent and are
constantly being urged to take that ‘one step
beyond’ which can make a difference.

Our hearts are singing as we read the lovely
tribute from Bagenalstown primary school,
and we are reminded yet again that God
holds the future. As we said in our Province
Update, we are now at a crossroads but
thankfully we have many signposts to help
us to choose the right direction. Thanks to
all the contributors to this edition for being
those shafts of light as we continue to
navigate our way into a future full of hope.
Once again, Margaret Agnew has woven her
magic wand to create a tapestry of colour
and joy as each page delights the senses in
its design and layout. Thank you, Margaret.

As you turn the pages of this magazine, |
hope you are experiencing some time to
relax and renew yourself in body and soul.
Maybe as we relax into summer, we can
take some advice from the words of Mary
Oliver:

‘I don’t know exactly what a prayer is.

| do know how to pay attention, how to fall
down

into the grass, how to kneel down in the
grass,

how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll
through the fields,

which is what | have been doing all day.
Tell me, what else should | have done?
Doesn’t everything die at last, and too soon?
Tell me, what is it you plan to do

with your one wild and precious life?

(An extract from The Summer Day)
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Images: (L) Sr. Kathleen Ryan receives flowers from Mr. Cathal Cole (School
- Principal) at the opening of the 'Solas’ Unit. (left) and (right) a poster designed by a
5th Class pupil describing ‘Presentation Life’ in ‘Solas’.

We know that God holds the future

Sr. Kathleen Ryan’s connection with Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow and Our Lady Queen of the Universe
National School (NS) go back a long time. Kathleen began her teaching career there, having spent
12 years teaching in the NS. On Tuesday 25th of May 2021, Kathleen was invited by Mr. Cathal Cole,
the current School Principal to formerly open their new 'Solas' Unit providing two new classrooms
and learning support room, giving teachers and pupils the much-needed space to create and enjoy
learning in a spacious and pleasant environment. The following article is the result of a conversation
with Sr. Kathleen Ryan now residing in the Mountmellick Community, but with a heart continually

‘open to the whole world’.

Beginnings

Sr. Kathleen started teaching 1st Class in 1963
and following completion of her teacher training
in Carysfort Teacher Training College (Co.
Dublin) returned to teach 4th Class. At that time
primary classes were very large (usually with
36-38 students). People were very poor, and
families were also larger than they are today.
Kathleen taught all subjects - e.g., Irish, Eng-
lish, Reading, Maths, Geography, Religion and
of course Knitting — including knitting of socks
and making of aprons, as Cookery Lessons
were an important part of education too.

Kathleen remained teaching 4th Class for two

years and then took Junior Infants, while teach-

ing three cookery classes from 2.30 — 4.00 pm,
and a laundry class on Thursdays. At the
time she explains, there was a special
grant for teaching Laundry and Cookery
with the prerequisite of an ‘end of year’
inspection of work and exams. She
recalls also taking 1st Class for First Holy
Communion preparation.

In the early ‘70s there was no such thing as
remedial education, so of course, Kathleen
completed a one-year course in St. John of
God’s (Stillorgan) and took on the role of
Remedial Teacher from 1973 to 1977; in the
morning pre-lunch she taught the girls, and
after lunch walked up the road to the boys’
school to take their class. An education of the
whole person was on offer — so that outside the
classroom on Saturday’s there was a Care and
Share Group offering all kinds of crafts and
hand-making skills, and of course trips to
Tramore, Christmas parties and various
‘outings’ offering for many, the first chance to
go to the sea or travel somewhere outside of
their locality.

It would be true to say, that at this time there
would have been a very real stigma attached to
seeking any special needs support — but it was
also very clear that because of the special
supports to their education and the positive
experience they had, these children where able
to get on well in life. As the needs and benefits
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Image: St. Laserian’s National School, Carlow.

of this support began to be recognised, fundrais-
ing began to enable St. Laserian’s Special
National School, Carlow to become a reality.

Kathleen talked about completing a 10-mile
sponsored walk and the children bringing the
cards around the neighbourhood to get sponsor-
ship and collecting the money after. She
describes it as a very different Ireland at the
time, where very little social welfare benefit exist-
ed. It is worth noting that ‘St Laserian’s School’
has continued to provide a quality learning
environment for its students since 1969.

The ministry of relationship

Kathleen also described the ‘ministry of relation-
ship building’ that she lived daily outside of the
classroom — visiting and supporting families in
their homes, playing cards, having a cup of tea,
spending time with people.

From these very packed Carlow days, Katheen
then went on to become Principal of Presenta-
tion Headford which she describes as yet anoth-
er totally different educational environment. And
then — it was on to Zimbabwe (from 1983 to
1991) for 8 years. Zimbabwe had just acquired
its independence (1980) so that by the time she
arrived there (as she describes it) everyone was
on a high, and there was hope for everyone and
everything as President Mugabe took up office.

Kathleen has remained in contact with the
community there, and has returned to visit on
several occasions — most recently, 10 years ago.
She describes the distress and shock she
experienced as she witnessed as the totally

unnecessary loss of so much by so many in recent
years. The lack of food, the terrible poverty, the
lack of electricity. She visited Harare and wept to
see a once vibrant city decimated. Kathleen also
shared the huge joy of the reunion in 2018 and of
being able to meet up with and keep in contact
with her predecessor, Sr. Margaret Duggan, and
of the ensuing shock of hearing of Margaret’s
death on 18th January 2021 (RIP).

The ‘Solas’ Unit Opening

So back to new ‘openings’ or more accurately to
continuations of the ‘Pres journey’ in this place.
The original Primary School opened in 1852 had
provided outstanding educational opportunities to
every child despite over-crowding and the reality
of poverty, fever, and infectious disease.

In 1957 a new Primary School was opened called
after “Our Lady Queen of the Universe”. The
name was chosen because it portrayed Mary as
the mother of the whole human family, and that
Jesus, her Son “has no favourites”. (Something
lived out faithfully in the provision of Presentation
Education everywhere). Presentation Sisters
continued to administer this school until 1990
when the first lay principal was appointed. Today,
the current school community continues to uphold
Presentation values in Education, which are based
on Gospel values.

On the 25th of May 2021, a unit with two new
classrooms was opened in a completely refur-
bished and much needed Centre located just
beside the school, in what was formerly a Teagasc
Centre which was purchased by the Board of
Management a few years previously. Kathleen
described how the Board of Management had the
hindsight, and vision to provide for further learning
support as well as for a ‘never more needed’
outdoor play area.

There are also plans in the ‘offing’ to build an
outdoor classroom inspired by the Hedge School
experience of Nano’s Day (18th century Penal
Ireland) and using the ‘hay barn’ design particular
to the local area.

There is a huge love for, and appreciation of
Presentation Life and Education in this area.
Indeed, the provision of educational opportunities
is recognised as a vibrant part of Nano Nagle’s
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God holds the future ... ctd/

legacy continuing to this day. It is this evolving
legacy that has inspired the completion of the
‘Solas’ Unit, and it will also inform the coming to
fruition of the design plans for this new outdoor
classroom. And, add to all this, a natural
extension of the school’s current commitment
to educational activities relating to nature and
environmental education, and care of the Earth.

Already the whole Covid-19 experience had
delayed the opening of the ‘Solas’ Unit, with the
inspiration for the name 'Solas' (Light) as Nano
Nagle bringing the light of her Lantern to men,
women and children overwhelmed by the
poverty and darkness of the Penal Laws.
A name no less appropriate for these times.

At the opening, Mr. Cathal Cole (Principal)
presented Sr. Kathleen with a beautiful bouquet
of flowers in gratitude for the 183 years of dedi-
cation and commitment by ‘Presentation’ to
education in Bagenalstown. A poster designed
by a 5th Class pupil portrays the deep
knowledge they have of Nano Nagle and how
she inspires them in their learning, playing, and
praying together. (See image on previous
page)

Now this new name will be a welcome sign and
a beacon of hope for all.

Into the future

There has always a great relationship between
Presentation Sisters and the local community.
This relationship goes back a long time and will
reach forward into the future through the
continually unfolding discovery of Nano’s lega-
cy in our times, and through its expression in
the life of the school and
its ‘Solas’ Unit, under the
4 guidance of ‘Our Lady
~ Queen of the Universe’.

i There is tremendous sad-
i ness at the current recent
98 |oss of the presence of
W4 the Sisters from the
"24 Bagenalstown Community
M from the area, as the

house closes. However,

Sr. Kathleen Ryan

this opening of the ‘Solas’ Unit by Kathleen is
confirmation, if any were needed, that it is the
planting of the seeds from the past, that have
made the present possible. The prevailing
legacy of educating for life and the passionate
integration of ‘special needs’, is nothing other
than the recognition of education for all. The
Sisters will never be completely gone.  Sr.
Kathleen concluded our conversation with this
beautiful seed of wisdom:

“We don’t know what the future holds, but
we do know that God holds the future”. The
Lord is over all - thankfully.”

Sr. Kathleen Ryan

Note: There are also two Autism Units (in a
separate building) near to the school building.
They provide much needed therapy and facili-
tate that vital connection with nature as a vehicle
for healing. The original Old School and Convent
was demolished and was given over to Barrow
Valley Enterprise for Adult Members with Special
Needs (BEAM. It is now a magnificent 36 adult
facility with beautifully developed grounds and

outdoor spaces. (See BEAM SERVICES — SUPPORTING
ADULTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS (wordpress.com)).

An unfolding legacy ...

The opening of the ‘Solas Unit’ is the continua-
tion of an education journey following in Nano’s
footsteps. It has its roots back in 1811 when
three Sisters from the Kilkenny Presentation
Community (Srs. de Sales Meighan, Magdalene-
Breen (originally from Wexford) & Agnes
Madden) founded the Presentation Convent in
Carlow. The beginning of many seeds that flour-
ished into bloom. In just over a decade founda-
tions followed in Portlacise, Manchester,
Kildare, Muinebheag, Bagenalstown, (1838),
Clane, Mountmellick & Portarlington (1854). By
1881, Stradbally, Clondalkin & Kilcock had all
received Sisters from Carlow. By the end of the
19thC Sisters from Carlow had joined other
Presentation Sisters to found a convent in
Wagga Wagga. (Australia). Such is the life-giving
legacy of Presentation Sisters, that continues to
unfold in response to need.
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Images: (L& R) Sr. Chanel Canny as an active volunteer
selling tickets for lunch at a Centre 'Open Day’, and (L)
teaching English at a Failte Isteach Class.

Cumasu Family Resource Centre
Dough Uisce, Galway

Sr. Chanel Canny has been working in the
Cumasu Family Resource Centre (FRC), Dough
Uisce, Galway since 2011. This was a former
Hotel in Deoch Uisce and was developed over
time into a community facility, now named The
Cumasu Centre. It is located in East Galway
area comprising Deoch Uisce, Roscam and
Ardaun.

Thirty-seven nationalities live here in a popula-
tion of 7,500. It has the largest population of
children of any of the twenty-six counties,
outside of Dublin. The Centre has became a
focal point for Community Development and
Family Support in this area. In 2015 an NUI
Galway study stated that Doughiska was the
most culturally diverse community in the state.

Centre activities

It is an open and friendly community centre
which caters for students who work individually
or in groups according to their needs e.g.
English, Maths, Counselling, Men’s Groups,
Women’s Groups, Social interaction etc. It pro-
vides seventy weekly courses/classes/meeting.

Details of Services:

e The provision of information, advice and
support to target groups and families. Infor-
mation concerning the range of services
and development options available locally

and advice on accessing rights and entitle-
ments as the FRC also acts as a focal point
for onward referrals to mainstream service
providers.

The delivery of education courses and
training opportunities.

The establishment and maintenance of new
community groups to meet local needs and
the delivery of services at local level e.g.
childcare facilities, afterschool clubs, etc.
The provision of practical assistance to
individuals and community groups in
relation to access to e.g. information tech-
nology and office facilities.

To ensure that isolated and vulnerable
individuals and groups are supported.

To act as a Resource Centre for community
supports and activities.

To support the on-going development of
afterschool programmes.

To support intercultural activities.

At our Province Justice Day in April this year,
Mr. Paul Frecklington, Project Co-ordinator of
ARD Family Resource Centre, Doughiska,
Galway together with Islammiyah Saudique-
Kadejo, Precious Tedeye,and Frank Owusu
shared their experience of living in the
community there. (See Next Page)
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A vibrant language programme

Failte Isteach is one of the programmes that
has endured for the past ten years. This is an
English Language programme which was devel-
oped for migrants. See HERE

Volunteers are trained to deliver the programme.
In Cumasu, it began with twelve trained volun-
teers, and over fifty migrants, and now there are
one hundred participating people in the course.

These migrants come from Poland, Lithuania,
Congo, Sudan, Pakistan, Estonia, Nigeria, Syria,
Liberia and South Africa.

There are various reasons why people come to
Failte Isteach. They may want to improve their
English and gain confidence, to speak and write
more clearly. They forge new relationships and
are encouraged and supported to contribute
more to society. For the volunteers and for
Chanel, it is a very rewarding programme to be

® Images: (L&R) The
% Cumasu Centre (image
=4 courtesy of their website)
5 < and some crafts made by
: %s the Women’s Group.

involved in, and one for which the students are
very grateful.

The impact of Covid 19

Regretfully with the arrival of the Covid-19
pandemic a lot of the programmes have had to be
discontinued for the time being, with the hope that
they will resume in September when most people
will have received their vaccinations.

Some one-to-one programmes have continued
through Zoom and virtual cookery classes were
given online as well as classes to develop empathy
skills for youth, and a ‘Buggy Buddies’ virtual
exercise programme facilitated by a local health
instructor for the mums and dads.

As an active volunteer, Chanel is looking forward
to the day when they will all return to the Centre.

Sr. Chanel Canny
See Home | ARD Family Resource Centre

A few words from the Province Justice Day 2021 input (see page 15)

Precious arrived in Ireland as a young person at 17 and shared the importance of services like Youth
Centres and Youth Workers in closing the gap when young people experience isolation, defining racism
(based on her experience) “as a killer of dreams” depriving people of their creativity and abilities.
Islammiyah focused on the inclusion part of racism having been involved in the ARD FRC for the past 5.
years. Islammiyah set up a project called ‘De-busting Myths About Africa’ (AMDAF) and is due to start the
first ethnic minority community radio in Galway to bring together all the rich languages and accents.
Frank arrived in Ireland from Ghana in 2008 and was delighted to come to Ireland because Ireland had
not taken part in slavery. He volunteered at the Centre when he didn’t have anything to do. He is now
Involved in the school committee, has been voted the chairperson of the PTA and is keen to ensure that

he brings representation and a voice.
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‘Life’s Colourful Threads’

At the end of 2019 | published a book ‘Life’s

Colourful Threads’. It is a series of short
stories peculiar to my experience of life: as a
child and as an adult, and in different cultures.
Although a lot is based on fact, it is still largely
fictional. Writing short stories has been a hobby
of mine -a way of reflecting on life as we knew it,
and seeing what changes and the insights that
have come about as life and the world around
us evolves.

In March 2020 | had planned to launch the book
but due to lockdown, the launch had to be
cancelled. | had picked the Galway Rape Crisis
Centre as my charity and before lockdown we
had plans for promoting the book. That changed
as, they lost their fundraiser. With family help |
sold all the copies of the book, and donated the
proceeds to the Centre, which amounted to five
thousand seven hundred euros.

About the author

Sr. Bernadette Joyce has been on mission in
New Zealand and Chile for almost forty years.
She describes her experience of living in these
two very different cultures as life changing,
especially those years spent with the poor in
Chile. She reluctantly had to return to Ireland
from the mission in Chile due to illness. Settling
back in Ireland again was a real culture shock in

Images: Bernadette Joyce (left) signing her book ‘Eva’s
Journey’ at the launch (see below) and the ‘Northern Star’.

This year marks the 70th anniversary of New
Zealand foundation by the Sisters from Tuam
(1951). St Michael’s School, which the Sisters
had founded in Taita (Wellington) created a
beautiful video to mark the occasion. Their grat-
itude & lavish praise of the Sisters, as well as
their understanding of Nano’s call ‘If | could be
of service in any part of the world, | would will-
ingly do all in my power’ was heart-warming.
St Michael's School (stmichaels.school.nz)

Because of the celebration of the anniversary, |
have chosen one of my stories which gives a
bird’s eye view of our six week voyage to New
Zealand in 1964. The title of the story is: The
‘Northern Star’ Promenade Deck 2. The three
Sisters on the boat were Chanel Canny, Mary
Tait our first New Zealand Presentation Sister
and (myself) - Bernadette Joyce.

Sr. Bernadette Joyce

so many ways. However, she was able to share
her experience of living with the poor in the
Atacama Desert in a book entitled ‘Eva’s Jour-
ney’ which she describes as fiction, inspired by
real events (2016, Columba Press). It tells of
homelessness, disappearances & disregard for
the poor, but is overall a moving tale of
strength & endurance. You can listen to an
interview with Bernadette HERE as on of the
videos conversations on our website.



https://www.stmichaels.school.nz/
https://presentationsistersne.ie/vocations-2/

Image: (L-R) Srs. Chanel Canny, Mary Tait (1st N Zealand
Sister) and the author, Bernadette Joyce.

The ‘Northern Star’ Promenade Deck 2’
(a short story by Bernadette Joyce)

Michael harnesses the donkey in readiness for
his new mission. The three big wooden boxes
marked P 28 are lifted one by one onto the cart
to be taken to the railway station in Tuam in
January 1964. Poor donkey.

| was privileged to one of the three ‘veiled
women’ (with Chanel Canny and Mary Tait) to
walk out of the Presentation convent flanked by
girls in maroon uniforms singing ‘Go Ye Afar Go
Teach all Nations.” We felt called to go abroad
on Mission.

That day we are being sent to New Zealand.
Our belief in God and our youthful idealism is
the driving force that spurs us on to leave home
and country as the ultimate sacrifice.

Looking at the stone walls dividing the small
fields on the road to Galway, Mary reminds us
to feast our eyes on the stone walls as we won’t
be seeing them again for a long time. In New
Zealand where farms are huge, they are
sprinkled by hedgerows. A new respect for
stone walls is internalised.

We are taken to a restaurant in Dublin where
we meet sister students/ colleagues from
noviciate days. More ‘good-byes’.

The crossing is calm from Dun Laoghaire
to Holyhead. During which we treat our-
selves to a huge box of chocolates. This

|

helps to assuage the loneliness. On arrival in
London from Holyhead, the travel agent meets
us. We are taken round the big city where we
‘oo’ and ‘aw’ at Buckingham Palace and other
sights.

Arriving at Southampton we board the
‘Northern Star’ for the fourteen-thousand-mile
trip to New Zealand. Tears, fears and general
feelings of unease are part of our initial encoun-
ter with this majestic ship towering over us.
Passengers on deck are holding streamers with
family and friends on the ground. A bell sounds,
‘Waltzing Matilda’ rings out. The gang-way is
removed. Goodbye’s to family at this stage
leave us wondering is this real? Will we ever
see home again?

e o o o o o s

It is real. We unpack in the cabin ‘Promenade
28’ and settle into our accommodation before
being called to dinner, sharing the table with
three other ladies for the long trip. Good food,
good company. Being on the promenade deck
we meet lots of people going hither and thither.
Next day we experience boat drill after break-
fast. This is a weekly call.

The Purser gives the passengers a tour of the
ship. Sea sickness is debilitating and disagreea-
ble. However, not all are afflicted. Mail is
delivered at every port.

Words & Deeds—April to June 2021



Concerts and films are night entertainment.

Landfall dinner is special on the day before the
ship is due in port. A few passengers are select-
ed to dine at the Captain’s table. Sometimes ten
days pass before the ship comes into dock.
This is the time when writing diaries happens,
The Captain keeps the passengers informed
about the ships speed in ‘knots’. This monster is
ploughing through the mighty ocean sometimes
through rough weather but mostly in calm seas.

Some passengers are on a world cruise. Others
are emigrating in search of a better life. Friend-
ships are made, addresses are taken. Flying fish
are new to most on the voyage. It is delightful to
see them flitting past the ship. A reminder of the
children’s poem ‘The Flattered Flying Fish’.
At last we can speak with some authority about
this imaginative poem by E. V. Rieu.

“Said the shark to the flying fish over the phone
‘Will you join me tonight | am dining alone

Let me order a nice little dinner for two

and come as you are in your shimmering blue’”

s st s o o s s

On visiting Durban, Cape Town, Perth,
Melbourne and Sydney we have wonderful
people to welcome us and show us the sights.
We are treated to a lovely meal in a huge store
in Sydney, but to our dismay a lady places a
screen around us having heard of Presentation
enclosure. She misreads her visitors! We object
to the blindfold. There’s an immediate disman-
tling of the screen and all enjoy a modern, even
adventurous fashion parade.

Another day on the sun deck, two hairy chested
stocky gentlemen in shorts invite us to a game
of ‘deck quoits’. Not wanting to appear back-
ward or spoil sports we take on the challenge.
Although hindered by veils blowing in our eyes
and ankle length garb, we fling the rings, catch
some, miss lots and succeed in producing an
incongruous sports display for onlookers and a
camera man!

The cabin boys are lIrish, and gather round to
chat each evening. After the long voyage they
have become very friendly and promise to visit
the ‘three veiled ladies’ when the ship docks in
Wellington again.

Otaki
Peka Peka EXRySIton
Opaki
Paraparaumu 4
Masterton
Paekakariki
BEenia bay Carterton
4] Gladstone
g Featherston
Porifua  UpperHutt r
Kaiwaiwai
onariy _T@ita Martinborough
-/ Hikawera
Wellington Tuhitarata
Pirinoa
Glendhu
Baring Head R

Lighthouse

Having sailors come to visit us is a novelty as
well as an enigma for the neighbours!!

e s o s s s s

After six weeks we arrive in Wellington. A small
motor boat with three men on board comes out
to do the paper work before the ship berths,
one being a friend of the Sisters already on
mission in Taita—Bernie Hughes. Seeing the
P28 boxes emerge from the hold, we think of
Michael and the donkey and their part in our
new mission. No donkey here. A customs
official marks the boxes and prizes one open
where he sees blankets, sheets, pillows and a
game of monopoly! ‘Harmless’ he mutters and
waves us on.

Excitement is high, hugs and kisses, flags fly,
guards of honour, presentations of bouquets to
the new comers marking the end of our six
weeks at sea and the beginning of our new
Mission.

_In Gratitude fer yoypurs of
/

Image: Nano & her
lantern along with Our
Lady of Knock and
five Sisters in a boat
coming to land in New
Zealand. (Designed by
Sue McGregor).

The five pioneering
Sisters who left Tuam
at the end of 1950 &
arrived in New Zealand
early in 1951 were:
Mother Xavier Curran,
Srs. Pius Carney,
Perpetua Leahy, Asicus
Shanaher. & Catherine
Mc Hugh.
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Sr. Alphonsus—history for young people

Sr. Alphonsus Dunne (Kilcock and Maynooth, Co. Kildare and formerly of
Castlecuffe, Clonaslee, Co. Laois) died peacefully on the 5th of April
2021. Those who shared their experiences of being a student and |
colleague of hers again and again describe her as a brilliant, exceptional
and inspiring teacher a dear and special colleague, a phenomenal leader
of teaching and learning to all fortunate enough to have benefitted from

her many talents.

Sr. Alphonsus had a great love of local history, and with this in mind,
| was fortunate enough to receive a copy of a history of Maynooth which
she compiled in 1996, especially for young people. (Thank you,
Sr. Dominica Murphy). This booklet was accompanied by a short video
prepared by the staff of the Kairos Communications Centre (Maynooth)
depicting young and enthusiastic students from Scoil Mhuire na
Toirbhirte experiencing an historic journey around their locality, interact-

Cover image—A book of
local history.

ing, and engaging with the details and stories that Alphonsus had
researched and compiled in relation to the various sites. It is truly history in action.

A living history

As Alphonsus wrote in the Foreword: “This little
booklet of local history stories was compiled
mainly with a view to awakening the interest of
our Primary school pupils in the history of their
locality and in their surroundings. One hopes
this will lead them, eventually, to read and enjoy
the many fine publications dealing in great de-
tail with the history of Maigh Nuad”.

Alphonsus also acknowledges the
ongoing and active support of the
school Principal at the time, Sr.
Catherine Brosnan, and then Vice-

Principal Breda Boylan saying: “If mistakes
there are, they are mine”.

The booklet also has some very beautiful,
detailed line drawings, the work of Rosemarie
Ledwith.

The Charter House Apartments

The booklet opens with the Charter House
building describing how, in the latter half of the
18th century a wealthy Cork lady, Nano Nagle
risked much by founding an order of teaching
sisters (Presentation Sisters) to teach the
neglected children of the poor, spending her
vast fortune founding schools in the south of
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Ireland.

Alphonsus writes: “[Nano] did not live to see the
Maynooth Foundation in 1823. In that year, a
teacher in the newly founded Maynooth
College and a former teacher in the Sorbonne,
the Abbé Anglade (one of the first professors
Maynooth) asked the Sisters in Dublin to open a
school”.

The landlord Robert Willian Fitzgerald (3rd Duke
of Leinster) though himself a Protestant agreed
to lease the Charter school and its grounds to
the Sisters and at a much later date the Fitzger-
alds sold the property to the Sisters.

She recounts how old account books give some
idea of what the school was like. Those in dire
need got a simple breakfast. They were taught
religions, simple dressmaking, arithmetic, read-
ing and writing. Soon the children were able to
make beautiful cambric garments daintily em-
broidered and the fashionable straw hats of the
period. The Duchess of Leinster took a great
interest in her tenants’ children and agreed to
get many of her friends to purchase these items
making it clear that the money was to be applied
only for the needs of the school.

The children left school able to read, write,
make their own simple clothes, and earn a
decent living. Very many went on to find work
among the army of servants in Carton House.

Over the years the Sisters built extensions to
the school with the wing of Charter Apartments
on the Dunboyne Road (Maynooth) built as a
school.

“Up to 1831 work went on
peacefully in the school. It was
owned privately and managed
by the Community. Then in
1831 the Government began
to provide National Schools
and the Duke of Leinster
became President of the
National Board and the teach-
ers in these schools were paid
by the Board”.

From 1841 the building was
used as a school under the
National Board. This school

was then closed when a new school was
opened in 1970.

Sr. Alphonsus concludes this section of the
booklet (writing in 1996):

“In the days when Nano Nagle’s schools were
staffed by Sisters only, she dreamed of a future
of educated Irish women and men. Nowadays
her dream is surely fulfilled. There are certainly
Sisters on the staff, but the majority of the
teachers are highly qualified, dedicated lay
ladies who carry on her work with outstanding
success. [...] A far cry from the garret-schools
in the slums of our cities and the ‘hedge
schools’ of ‘masters’ of Penal Days, who
trudged from place to place in an effort to
educate impoverished Catholic children”.

The booklet goes on to detail the local history
of:

o The Parish Church: completed in 1740
thanks to the Duke of Leinster, James
Fitzgerald who gave his Catholic tenants
a site in Pound Street to build a Catholic
chapel.

. The Church of Ireland: Since very castle
had a chapel, its chaplain, Geardéid Mér,
the ‘Great Earl’ of Kildare decided his
castle would also have its college. The
tower of this church is part of the original
building. The college had a lifespan of
thirty years becoming the Protestant
Parish Church in 1770.

. Lady Chapel: built in 1863 for the resi-
dents of the townsland (Ladychapel). The
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Image: Sr. Alphonsus displays the Famine Cross.

marble altar here was the main altar in
the Presentation Convent until it closed in
1993.

This wonderful local history booklet covers so
much that it would be impossible to even list or
detail everything. Suffice to say it works so well
as an interactive history workbook with historic
details, interwoven with stories of love, adven-
ture, battle, and entertaining anecdotes as well
as every so often some ‘learning’ prompts,
such as: “Now put on your thinking caps ... if
(the fearless Gearoid Mor had been chosen to
become King of Ireland then ... would... Dublin
be the capital city today? Would the events of
1922 have been allowed to happen? Any other
differences you can think of?”

In recounting the history of ‘The Pardon of
Maynooth’ Alphonsus asks: “Does this remind
you of any Gospel story?”

In the section on the historic tour of Carton
House even the ‘paintings of interest’ are
included to be used alongside the video.

Maynooth College

About Maynooth College founded in
1795, Alphonsus writes: “Some of the
first priests teaching in the College in its
early days were brilliant men who had
been forced to leave France during the
Revolution. Among them was Abbé

Anglade who was instrumental in bringing the
Presentation Sisters to Maynooth to open a
school for the poor. He himself opened a
breakfast fund to provide food for those who
needed it. Old account books also name sever-
al College priests as benefactors of the school”.

The story of a Cross

The booklet closes with the story of a very
particular Cross. During the ‘Great Famine’
which decimated the population from 1845 -
1847, a Dublin doctor Thomas Willis writes that
there were cases in which whole families lay for
days dead in their cabins. Often, he writes,
burial was a matter of pulling roof and walls
down over them. Burial in mass graves
became essential, and special coffins were
constructed to aid this process of burial.
Dr. Willis had three crosses made from the
wood of one of these ‘coffins’, and before his
death gave the remaining one to the local
parish priest in Maynooth at the time, Canon
John O’Rourke. Canon O’Rourke, in turn, gave
it to the Presentation Sisters in Maynooth.

“It has been taken to several countries in
Europe and America by dedicate people
collecting funds for victims of famine, but
always taken back safely to Maynooth”.

Scoil Mhuire na Toirbhirte

The dedicated staff continue the ethos and aims
of Nano Nagle, foundress of the Presentation
Sisters. Nano Nagle’s vision was that an educat-
ed, dedicated Catholic laity would continue her
work. While the presence of the Sisters has
diminished, they still provide invaluable volun-
tary service to the school and its community.
The school motto is "Aoibhinn Beatha an Sco-
laire” which means “School Days are Happy
Days”.

At present the school has more than 600 pupils
providing a broad and balanced education in an
atmosphere of mutual respect, with an apprecia-
tion of the individual needs of pupils, staff,
parents and the wider community. The school
welcomes children of all cultures and beliefs.
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Giving thanks ...

“Sr. Alphonsus was a once in a lifetime
teacher. She was head and shoulders
the greatest teacher | ever had. She was
the greatest motivator without appearing
to be ftrying to motivate. And to put so
much of herself into her pupils was
amazing. She gave so much to so many
people and must have had a very full and |
fulfilling life. She left her mark and won’t =
ever be forgotten. Thank-you Sr. Alphon-
sus for all, “light of heaven to her”.

Sr. Alphonsus

“Sr. Alphonsus was a dear and special
colleague and a phenomenal leader of teaching and learning
to all fortunate enough to have benefitted from her many
talents. Solas na bhflaitheas agus leaba i measc na naomh di.
Go dtuga Dia slan abhaile i”.

“News of Sr Alphonsus' death reminded me of what an
inspirational teacher she was and how she saw and nurtured
my potential and set me on my very satisfying career path.
May she rest in peace”.

(An extract from the very many tributes shared on rip.ie).

See Presentation Girls School Maynooth -

Aoibhinn Beatha an Scolaire - History of our
School (presgirlsmaynooth.ie)

Racism, Inequality & Inclusion

The Province Justice
Event (hosted by the

Justice Peace & Integrity
8 of Creation Commission
(JPIC)) took place on
17th April 2021. The
theme of the online gath-
i ering was: ’Racism,
" Equality & Inclusion’.

He also said it was important to understand our
own privilege, and that statistics alone are solely
numbers on a piece of paper. We have to find
ways to ensure that we engage with the people
behind those numbers.

In his conclusion, Kevin stated that it is important
to understand that racism is not as clear cut as
many might think, much lies under the surface.

e

Dr. Kevin Hargaden While today in Ireland Protestants and Catholics no

longer hold strong animosity for each other as in
the past, there is religious intolerance for others
such as Muslims. Racism in Ireland today can be
directed towards the colour of one’s skin, but it
can also exist below the surface e.g. in the way we
refer to Travellers in private.

The keynote speaker was
Dr. Kevin Hargaden, Director of the Jesuit Centre
for Faith and Justice. Kevin spoke about racism
as a form of prejudice based around ethical
designation, populating his presentation with
experiential examples of the reality globally and

locally and historically up to the present day.
Pope Frances encourages us to think of social

friendship with reference to those who experience
economic, political exclusion in our day to day
lives. We need to fight any appearance of social

He highlighted that it is important to link religious
and Catholic teachings to day-to-day actions, and
to recognise how toxic dynamics arising from

prejudice can play out in society. He went on to
explore how we can respond to this reality by
paying attention to those around us, to those
actual people in our neighbourhood experiencing
prejudice. This he suggests, can be the begin-
ning of serious acts or action.

domination over the other.

Other speakers included: Mr. Paul Frecklington,
Project Coordinator of ARD Family Resource Cen-
tre, Doughiska, Galway with Islammiyah Saudique-
Kadejo, Precious Tedeye, and Frank Owusu.
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UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW

Universal Periodic Review Update

Every 5 years every country in the world is
assessed by peer countries on their Human
Rights record. This process is known as the
Universal Periodic Review. Ireland is up for
review in November 2021 at the UN in Geneva
and importantly there is room for Civil Society
to make their own submission.

Last October 2020 | availed of the opportunity
to undertake some Human Rights training with
Edmund Rice International (ERI) and it was here
that | was prompted to think that perhaps we
should make a submission. | had learned that
any submission is strengthened when it
becomes part of a coalition submission, and. |
contacted both Christian Brothers Ireland &
Our Lady of the Apostles and together we
prepared a technical submission that would
look at three particular topics:

1. Human Trafficking in Ireland

2. Migrants & Refugees in Ireland

3.  Domestic and Gender Based Violence.

In March of 2021 we made our submission and

this was supported by over 22 other NGOs who
agreed to co-sign our submission.

From the Interprovincial Justice Desk

UPR Submission—Webinar

We are preparing a webinar to inform all
those who signed (and others who are inter-
ested) of our next steps as we begin the
arduous task of lobbying in Geneva and at
home, to ensure that our recommendations
are adopted into government policy. You
can read our submission here. If you would
like to attend the webinar that will help us to
devise our next steps then you would be
most welcome. Again you can make contact
by email presinterprovjustice@gmail.com

e More recently | have

~T=S .~ joined  RENATE—

Religious in Europe

Networking Against

; , Trafficking and Ex-

A\ ploitation and | am a

\\4/ member of their Law
Task Group.

Since January we have linked with the
Bakhita Centre in the University of Notting-
ham as we commissioned research that
looked at the prevalence, access and quality
of legal supports to victims of Human
Trafficking in six countries that include;
Albania, Bulgaria, England & Wales, Spain,
Romania and Germany.

Currently we are reviewing the first draft of
the delivered report, and we will launch in
July with a view to assessing next steps as
we hope to take on a more in-depth and
provocative study that will shape policy and
offer direction. Again if you would like to
attend the launch drop me an email.

Elimination of Violence Against Women & Children @

To help us in our planned meetings over the next while we are
delighted to have the benefit of a publication by Dr. Despoina

ELIMINATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST
'WOMEN AND CHILDREN

Aftroditi Maliki, our IPA UN Representative who has published a
paper entitled ‘Elimination of Violence Against Women and

Children: Respond—Advocate—Prevent’. You can read this IPA

resource here
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From the Interprovincial Justice Desk

Interprovincial Justice Desk
Convention

In early June the Justice Commissions of the
North East, English & South West Provinces
came together for their second Convention.

This Convention had been planned for 2020 but
COVID-19 put pay to our plans and so with the
help of ZOOM we connected to engage in
important planning. Our meeting offered a
wonderful opportunity for the members of the
various Justice Commissions to meet and to
inform each other of their work at hand. Another
important item on our agenda was to take a
fresh look at the Interprovincial Justice Desk
Strategic Plan to cover the period Sept 2021—
2024.

We were able to factor new work at the Justice
Desk and to link also with the Associates in
England and the Friends of Nano in Ireland.

Lobbying

Three times per year we are mandated to report
on any incidences of lobbying that we have
undertaken detailing the who, when, how, and
why of our lobbying.

We do this if we have made direct contact with a
TD, Senator or County Councillor around an
issue that concerns us. There is no need to
record the email petitions that we sign regularly,
but if an issue has prompted us to make direct
contact then we should record this and include it
in our return.

If you have lobbied recently then we would love
to hear from you.

Brian O’Toole
Director—Interprovincial Justice Desk

Brian O’Toole—Director of the
Presentation Sisters Justice Desk
for Ireland & England

See link to information on
the Interprovincial Justice
Desk together with contact
' details for Brian HERE

é‘“:‘- HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM
%, ¥

ah

ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

T SITANRE

TRVRLOPHENT BN

The High-level Political Forum (HLPF), the UN
central platform for follow-up and review of the
2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development
Goals is taking place from July 6th—15th 2021.
The theme will be "Sustainable and resilient recov-
ery from the COVID-19 pandemic that promotes
the economic, social and environmental dimen-
sions of sustainable development: building an
inclusive and effective path for the achievement of
the 2030 Agenda in the context of the decade of
action and delivery for sustainable development".

The Forum will discuss SDGoals: 1-No to Poverty;
2—Zero Hunger, 3—Good Health & Well-being;
8—Decent work & economic growth; 10—
Reduced Inequalities; 12—Responsible Consump-
tion &  Production; 13—Climate  Action;
16—Peace, Justice & Strong institutions & 17—
Partnerships in depth.

The Forum will also consider the integrated,
indivisible and interlinked nature of the SDGs.

The IPA Countries that are presenting their Volun-
tary National Reviews are Bolivia and Guatemala.

An overarching International Presentation Associ-
ation (IPA) commitment is to work to implement
the SDGs at home and abroad and therefore we
will look to see what other countries have
prepared for their Voluntary National Reviews.

There will be a report in greater detail on the
HLPF in July. See other info. HERE
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International Presentation
Association (IPA)

News Update

Brian O’Toole (Interprovincial Justice Desk)
recently attended a meeting of the IPA
Justice Contacts from around the world, with
a view to planning how we might work togeth-
er as we prepare for the 8th IPA Assembly in
Newfoundland in 2022.

Since the last Assembly (Sydney, 2017) we
have been tasked with working together on
Priority Action 2—To honour and Advance
Care / Rights of the Earth and we have been
grouped with others (see right) who are
similarly engaged in working in this area of
Justice.

Importantly, as the world prepares for COP26,
postponed from last year. We see our work as
an opportunity to learn and disseminate on
COP26 as we try to discern all that we can
and could do to advance the rights of the
Earth as we work to ensure that those furthest
behind are offered a place of prominence in
all that we plan.

Given that the IPA UN focus is on the Elimina-
tion of Violence Against Women and Children
we are also looking at Priority Area 2, where
the Rights of our Earth and the issues facing
women and children overlap, so that we can
have more impactful actions that involve
those in our communities at home.

IPA Research Fellow Post

The International Presentation Association
(IPA) will be leading an in-depth research
project focused on various aspects of the
elimination of violence against women and
children, such as transforming gender stereo-
types. The Research Fellow will
contribute to this research by
conducting an in-depth study,
inter alia, on the pathways,
approaches & policies of chang-
ing gender stereotypes/norms
and for bringing about transform-
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Priority Action 2

To Honour & Advance the
Care/Rights of the Earth

Congregation/Unit IPA Justice
Contacts

Ireland England Brian O’'Toole

Newfoundland & Clo Martin, PBVM
Labrador, Canada
India South Flora Mary Arul

Doss, PBVM

Aberdeen, USA Carrie Hanson, Pat

Prunty, PBVM

Wagga Wagga, Lynne Crilly, PBVM
Australia

Pushpa Lalitha,
India North PBVM

Ruth Coleman,
PBVM

New Zealand

ative change. The position requires a good
understanding of contemporary issues in vio-
lence against women and children, as well as ex-
perience in applying quantitative and qualitative
research methods. Review of applications will
begin August 10, 2021. See HERE for full details.

Monthly IPA Justice Contact
Update

Sr. Marie Therese Krueger (IPA Programme
Action Leader) regularly makes contact to ask
for stories, events, photos or items of Presenta-
tion interest that she would dearly love to share
on her News Update. If you had something you
would like to share then please send it on to
Brian O’Toole presinterprovjustice@gmail.com
who will forward it on to Sr. Mary T. You can
see some of Mary T’s Updates here

You can also read IPA Matters HERE
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The Postulator’s Diary

The past few months (since my last Diary
update) have seen my energies divided
between my ongoing online language study,
preparing and presenting sessions on the Icon
of Nano Nagle to the Inter-Unit Novitiate,
completing an interview with Global Sisters
Report (see below) as well as the events relat-
ed to the webinar with Dr. Danielle O’Donovan
and Nano Nagle Place as part of the Cork
World Book Festival.

Living on the Razors Edge

Positive responses to the story of Nano Nagle
in this new booklet continue apace, with
another small but significant piece of news in
this regard from the Irish Ambassador to the
Holy See, Dr. Derek Hannon. He has delivered
the booklet on Nano Nagle to Cardinal Seme-
raro, Prefect of the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints (in the post from October
2020). He thanked him saying that: “it looked
like a good piece of work”!

The Booklet has recently been reprinted and
is now on sale at the Veritas Bookshop -
among their best selling list. So that's all good
news for making Nano known and encourag-
ing a lively devotion to her!

A Global Sisters Report interview

This interview with Sarah McDonald was a
valuable opportunity to share the story of
Nano Nagle and the publication of the new
booklet to a wider global audience in the
context of Presentation Life and Mission today
as well as my own life journey as a Presenta-
tion Sister, and the global nature of Presenta-
tion outreach today.

“My hope is that the booklet offers a fresh
approach to this woman not as somebody
back in history, but as somebody whose spirit
is alive and who can inspire men and women
today in their Christian call”.

This interview took the form of a Q & A ses-
sion which you can read in full HERE

Prayer for the
Beatification
of Venerable Nano Nagle

151
to the altars of your Church.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen,

A prayer for the canonisation of Nano Nagle with sculpture
by Annette McCormack, located at Nano's birthplace in
Ballygriffin, County Cork (© Liam O'Connell and Messenger
Publications.ie)

Cork World Book Festival Webinar

And here is the YouTube link to my interview
with  Dr. Danielle O’Donovan, Programme
Manager at Nano Nagle Place - Listen HERE

Cause of Venerable Nano Nagle

As a Congregation we took the decision to continue
with the process towards Nano’s Beatification and
Canonisation, should this be God’s will. How do we
continue to keep aflame the passion and enthusiasm
for Nano’s cause? How can I/We actively promote,
foster and further a lively devotion to Nano Nagle?
Without this active and lively devotion her Cause will
not progress. | am most interested to learn of the
various ways devotion to Nano Nagle is being
fostered in the North East Unit. Recording is anoth-
er important aspect of this work, so please do
contact me with any stories, updates or favours
received through Nano’s intercession. As the
Postulator, | take this opportunity to reach out to you
and ask that together we embrace this sacred work.

Sr. Anne Lyons
Contact Email: annelyonspbvm@gmail.com and/
or postulator@pbvm.org

By proclaiming Nano Nagle as Venerable in
2013, the Universal Church has recognised
Nano as a woman of faith, hope & heroic
virtue whose vision and work transformed the
lives of so many.
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Walking the ‘Nano Way’

On the 19th April 2021 the Friends of Nano
Ireland (FON) set out to follow in the footsteps
of Nano Nagle from her birthplace in Ballygriffin
to her final resting place in Nano Nagle Place
Cork.

This was a virtual undertaking due to Covid-19
restrictions. We undertook to walk the 35km
journey over 7 days in our own locality. We
brushed down the walking shoes and issued
invitations to all 'Presentation people’ to join us.
From Cork to Dublin, Newfoundland to New
Zealand (and many places in between) our
Virtual Nano Nagle Walk began. All were
welcome to walk or join us in spirit from the
comfort of home. Much energy, joy and enthu-
siasm was shared.

A pilgrimage of gratitude & hope

This pilgrimage of ‘Gratitude and Hope’ helped
to unite us at a time when we could not meet.
We were united in gratitude for the life and
legacy of Nano Nagle and the hope she
brought to the poor of Cork. Thankful for the
Presentation Sisters who continue her work
throughout the world. During this time of Covid-
19 we were grateful too for all the people who
worked so hard to keep us safe in our daily
lives, those who cared for the sick and dying,
and the people making decisions for our coun-
try. Now we can look forward and walk in hope

of a future world with vaccines, when we can
resume a more normal life.

Our journey started in Ballygriffin reflecting on
the early years of Nano’s life surrounded by the
Nagle Mountains and the beauty of nature.
Schools throughout Ireland joined us on our
virtual walk reminding us of Nano’s belief in the
power of education.

Like all young people, Nano had many adven-
tures along the way, enjoying her time in Paris
and the social happy life it offered her. Howev-
er, her heart was always moved by the plight of
the poor and she was touched by how her
sister Ann cared for and helped the poor of
Dublin.

As our journey takes us to Cork City, we reflect
on all the people throughout the world, and
down the years who have benefitted from
Nano’s vision to provide education for every-
one.

Now we walk in the 21st Century where
poverty, homelessness, human dignity, our
care for one another, our environment and all
creation still stand out as issues we need to
address. Nano would urge us to take action to
change the path of our world. Education is still
the way forward - social education, where we
learn to live and act in harmony with one anoth-
er, creation and our environment. “Each of us
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can make a difference and all of us ought to
try”. (Barack Obama). In a quote from the
Encyclical by Pope Francis, ‘Fratelli Tutti’, he
writes: “Education and upbringing, concern for
others, a well-integrated view of life and spiritu-
al growth: all these are essential for quality
human relationships and for enabling society
itself to react against injustices, aberrations and
abuses of economic, technological, political and
media power.” (# 167)

Our ‘Nano Walk’ finally brought us to Nano’s
grave where we prayed for all our deceased
family and friends, especially those who died
during this time of Covid-19. May they rest in
the peace of the Lord

Our walk was full of joy, community, prayer and
reflection. A time to enjoy the beauty of Nature
and concentrate on the blessings of life.
Together, we raised our awareness of where
people and the world are hurting, and together
we can learn how we can help in the healing.

Anne Dwyer
(Project Officer—FON Ireland)

All images have been taken by participants on
#NanosWalk2021

Reflections for the journey

On each day of our pilgrimage (from the 20th
— 26th April) we shared a short reflection of
both gratitude and hope, remembering all of
the great challenges of our own time, and
especially of our lives during Covid-19.

You can revisit these reflections as a useful
resource Reflections for the journey |
Presentation Sisters Union North East Ire-
land (presentationsistersne.ie)

“In days when courage is needed,
You give us this woman of strength
to walk before us with conviction.

In days of great change,

You present us with a prophet
whose faith is firm”

~ (From Nano Nagle Prayer).

All the very best ...

Anne Dwyer retired from the post of
Project Officer at the end of June.

We extend our heartfelt thanks and appre-
ciation to Anne for her work with FON
Ireland, and wish her every blessing for
this new adventure life.

For further info. see Friends of Nano | Presentation Sisters Union North East Ireland (presentationsistersne.ie) 21
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THE CRY OF
THE EARTH
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The Laudato Si Action Platform

The publication of the encyclical letter
“Laudato Si’: On Care For Our Common
Home” by Pope Francis, on 24" May 2015 was
truly a landmark moment - a vital reference
document of theological and spiritual impact, a
rich meditation, and a practical signpost on
collaboration, as well as a call to each of us
individually, and together, to acknowledge our
innate responsibility to live in such a way (in all
aspects of our life) so as to care for our
common home, as Mothers to the Earth, even
as the Earth is Mother to us, in a reciprocal
embrace.

The encyclical has helped the world’s 1.3
billion Catholics to better understand that
“everything is connected” and has placed
millennia of Catholic teaching into the context
of today’s ecological crisis and climate emer-
gency.

The Laudato Si’ Action Platform is a unique
collaboration between the Vatican, an interna-
tional coalition of Catholic organizations, and
“all men and women of good will.” (LS 3)

The Vatican's peace and justice office is inviting
Catholic communities across the world to join a
grassroots movement to gradually work toward
"total sustainability" in the coming decade, a
path that would include carbon neutrality, sim-
pler lifestyles and divestment from fossil fuels.

The action platform is framed across seven
"Laudato Si' Goals" grounded in the encycli-
cal's concept of integral ecology. The holistic

goals reflect the gamut of Catholic social teach-
ing, and each lists examples of various bench-
marks to accomplish them. While resembling
the United Nations' own Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (that form a blueprint for the global
community by 2030) the seven Laudato Si'
goals address a range of areas related to
sustainability and ecological conversion:

1. Response to the cry of the Earth.
Response to the cry of the poor.
Ecological economics.

Adoption of simple lifestyles.
Ecological education.

Ecological spirituality.

N o o bk~ oD

Emphasis on community involvement and
participatory action around creation care
at all levels of society by promoting advo-
cacy and grassroots campaigns.

See HERE (Image - laudatosi.org).
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Countdown to COP26

The UN climate talks (also known as the
Conference of Parties or COP), that were
scheduled to have taken place in Glasgow in
2020, will now take place 1-12 November
2021. COP26 will be biggest summit ever host-
ed in the UK - Covid permitting - with around
30,000 attendees expected. It is the most sig-
nificant climate event since the 2015 Paris
Agreement. See HERE and also Useful re-
source links Pope Francis has indicated that
he may attend this Summit #COP26
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WHEN YOU HAVE MORE THAN YOU NEED

The reality of Food Poverty today is stark.

“High costs, coupled with persistently high
levels of poverty and income inequality, contin-
ue to keep healthy diets out of reach for around
three billion people, in every region of the
world”, said Antonio Guterres, in a statement
highlighting the importance of the global Food
Systems Summit, due to take place in Septem-
ber 2021.

Although hunger has been on the rise for
several years, the UN chief pointed out that in
2021, “we are failing to provide what is a funda-
mental right for people around the world”

COVID-19 has not only made things worse, but
also highlighted the linkages between inequali-
ty, poverty, food and disease.

Between 720 and 811 million people in the
world faced hunger in 2020 — some 161 million
more than for 2019 - the UN Secretary-General
said on Monday, 12 July 2021.

“New, tragic data”, which indicates the world is
“tremendously off track” to achieve the Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030.
See HERE

Indeed Pope Francis powerfully reminded us
that “Whenever food is thrown out, it is as if it
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Food
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were stolen from the table of the poor”. Lauda-
to Si (50).

We know also from our Presentation heritage
that when the Congregation was founded (with
the initial name of ‘The Society of the Charita-
ble Instruction of the Sacred Heart of Jesus’, in
1777 reflecting a deep commitment to the
humanity of Jesus and his love for the poor and
needy) Nano marked this new foundation with
her new companions on Christmas Day that
year, welcoming fifty beggars to dinner. This
tradition continued until 1887.

The state of Food Security

The State of Food Security and Nutrition in
the World is an annual flagship report jointly
prepared by FAO, IFAD, UNICEF, WFP and
WHO to inform on progress towards ending
hunger, achieving food security and improving
nutrition and to provide in depth analysis on
key challenges for achieving this goal in the
context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. The report targets a wide audi-
ence, including policy-makers, international or-
ganizations, academic institutions and the gen-

eral public. See 2021 State of Food Security

and Nutrition in the World — Report and InBrief |
World Food Programme (wfp.org)

The reality
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Food poverty today ... Ctd/

Recent research by Dachas' Worldview survey
shows that 77 per cent of Irish people feel it is
important that the Irish Government provides
overseas development assistance (ODA).
Importantly, they understand it is part of our
Irishness, our values as a country, as we our-
selves have journeyed through poverty, hunger,
conflict, and now a major pandemic.

(See link to a letter of solidarity sent to the Irish
Times seeking that the Irish Government acts
now on its commitment in “Our Shared Future”
tfo reach the internationally recognised target of
spending 0.7 per cent of gross national income
on overseas development assistance by 2030).

In 2021, we will spend just 0.32 per cent of gross
national income on overseas development assis-
tance in support of the world’s poorest.
(See HERE)

(See Page 17—for HLPF 2021 Update from Brian
O’Toole, Interprovincial Justice Desk)

This is a useful Resource Pack produced by Development Perspectives on SDG 12: Responsible
Production & Consumption SDG Information Pack (developmentperspectives.ie)

The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2021

COVID-19 HAS LED TO THE
FIRST RISE IN EXTREME POVERTY
IN A GENERATION

AN ADDITIONAL 119-124 MILLION PEOPLE WER
PUSHED BACK INTO EXTREME POVERTY IN 2020

View from the pandemic: stark
realities, critical choices

As we enter the second year of the COVID-19
pandemic, it is abundantly clear that this is a crisis
of monumental proportions, with catastrophic
effects on people’s lives and livelihoods and on
efforts to realize the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. Historically, pandemics have
served as catalysts for political, economic and
social change, and that still holds true today. The
year 2021 will be decisive as to whether or not the
world can make the transformations needed to
deliver on the promise to achieve the SDGs by
2030 - with implications for us all.

“The Sustainable Development Goals are more
important now than ever. Now is the time to secure
the well-being of people, economies, societies and our
planet.” (Antdnio Guterres, Secretary-General, United
Nations )

See Report — SDG Indicators (un.org)
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Reflections on Covid-19
New realities in uncertain times

In the Foreword to this new publication:
Maynooth College reflects on Covid-19: New
Realities in Uncertain Times, Archbishop
Eamon Martin writes:

“What the world has been going through these
past months will surely be spoken about for a
long time”.

“These days of pandemic are inspiring many
people to reflect more on their personal life story
and faith journey. The pandemic offers an oppor-
tunity for a new beginning”.

An invitation to reflect

In May 2020, Archbishop Martin appealed to
theologians and philosophers to reflect on and
critique how key societal relationships and
partnerships had been impacted — for better or
worse — by the pandemic. He encouraged them
to consider what the crisis is saying to us about
Church, about our identity and mission, about our
relationship with the State, and about how prayer
and faith can help sustain believers in a time of
anxiety and crisis. He also encouraged as many
people as possible to capture in poetry, prose,
music or art what the pandemic has been saying
to us about Church and society. about identity
and mission, about power and vulnerability, about
suffering and mortality, about charity, faith and
hope.

Such insightful and challenging reflections
have appeared already in print and social
media, but few have addressed the questions
considered by the contributors to this book.

This publication offers varied responses to
this appeal by members and associates of
the theology and philosophy faculties of St.
Patrick’s College, Maynooth.

John Paul Sheridan, for example, looks at the
impact of Covid-19 not just on the well-being
of children but on their spirituality. Two theo-
logians consider the vexed question of
‘where is God?’ in the suffering created by
this virus that has “gripped the world with
fear and dread.” Theologian Noel O’Sullivan
asks the direct question, “Is it possible to
believe in a loving and all-powerful God as
we wade our way through this trauma?” And
Gaven Kerr offers some philosophical
perspectives on the issue.

Other writers tackle the topic of prayer and
how to do it “when our world falls to pieces,”
as biblical scholar Jessie Rogers puts it.
Michael Shortall tackles the painful
question of grief and loss when mourn-
ing through Covid has become such a
restricted and disembodied experience.
And the topics of Church, community,
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Reflections on Covid-19
New realities in uncertain times .../

parish, and clericalism are the focus of various
other academics.

Sr. Anne Codd, pbvm as Occasional Lecturer in
Pastoral Theology at St. Patrick’s College,
contributes a chapter on “Becoming Church: A
Parish Journey into, through and beyond the
Pandemic” with Fr. Michael Hurley, Parish Priest
of Bohernabreena, Co. Dublin stating:

“It was providential that we had journeyed so
recently and deliberately as a group of pastors
and parishioners in conversations centred on
how to become faith communities that are truly
communities of missionary disciples. It helped to
give at least those involved a sense of direction
even in the context of an uncertain future”.

The book was launched online by Messenger
Publications on May 19th where it was possible to
engage with some of the contributors on the as
well as listen to the closing responses by Arch-
bishop Martin.

Maynooth College reflects on Covid-19: New
Realities in Uncertain Times—Ed. Jeremy Cor-
ley, Neil Xavier O’Donoghue and Salvador Ryan,
foreword by Archbishop Eamon Martin
(Messenger Publications, €9.95/£8.95) is availa-
ble HERE and from Veritas, and a range of other
good bookshops.

See also https://www.jesuit.ie/news/suffering-and-
passion-in-a-pandemic/? And HERE

o4 ‘Unheard Voices’

Reflections of a Prison Chaplain

Imelda \'\’ick?am

Making a Difference

“Its not the literal past, the facts of history that shape us, but
the images of the past embodied in language”. ~ Brian Friel.

This is the quote setting the scene on the opening page of this new

book by Sr. Una Trant.

Una is no stranger to writing and publishing, and this latest book
‘Making a Difference’ (just hot of the press in July) is described by
Una as a collection of ‘stories, stories of fact, fiction and autofiction’.

A Summer read available through Waterstones or direct from the

publisher, Choice Publishing.

Reflections of a prison chaplain

“In today’s world we all struggle with issues of justice and at times are
inclined to feel that there is very little evidence of any real justice to be
found. As a congregation our Constitution calls us to challenge unjust
systems. So for any of us working for justice is not an optional extra but a
constitutive element of who we are as Presentation people. For me, it has
been ‘a call within a call’, because as prison chaplain | am also called to
challenge unjust systems, to be a voice for the voiceless, and promote the
principles and practices of restorative justice”. (Sr. Imelda Wickham in an
interview in 2019 for our Province Magazine). This book is available from
24th July 2021 from Messenger Publications —See HERE
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Catholic Education:
A Lifelong Journey

Catholic Education: A Life-
long Journey edited by
Gareth Byrne & Sean Whittle,
is an exciting investigation of
Catholic education in the par-
ish, home and school, explor-
ing the various ways Catholic
education is present not only
§ in Catholic schooling but

throughout the whole of a
Catholic person’s life.

', Alifelon Journey

This extensive volume brings together leading
and emerging scholars in Catholic education,
from both Ireland and Britain, who offer insights
into the lifelong nature of the Catholic educa-
tion journey, and seek to stimulate a deep
sense of enquiry, exploration, reflection and
action.  Contributors include: Gareth Byrne,
Ann Casson, David Kennedy, Raymond Friel,
Aiveen Mullaly, Gerry O’Connell, Bernadette
Sweetman and Sean Whittle.

The AREFD Project—MDCCE

In Chapter Two, Dr. Bernadette Sweetman
focuses on Adult Religious Education in Ireland
exploring the current situation and possible
future for adult religious education and faith
development in Ireland.

Dr. Sweetman is the post-doctoral researcher
investigating Adult Religious Education and
Faith Development at the Mater Dei Centre for
Catholic Education. (The North East Province
has entered into a partnership with DCU’s
(MDCCE) to enable this research).

The book is available from Veritas Here

Podcasts from Nano
Nagle Place (NNP)

Sr. Julie Watson, Congregation Leader of
the Presentation Sisters is the guest for the
final episode of the special series that took
us from the closing of the school doors at
‘South Pres’ to what we know and enjoy to-
day as Nano Nagle Place.

She has had a fascinating career, having
spent 24 years in Pakistan doing what she
was passionate about, which was teaching
and it is there that she started to fully appre-
ciate Nano Nagle and was quite moved as
the children spoke about Nano in the
present tense.

Nano Nagle Place is beyond all her expecta-
tions and she views it as a "living legacy" of
Nano's work and life.

She speaks about the now, the future and
importance of "walking lightly on the earth
and harnessing the energy of love".

Listen The Nano Nagle Place Podcast:

Nano Nagle Place is a living legacy says
Sister Julie Watson (libsyn.com)

All the very best

The Archbishop of Dublin
Dermot Farrell has recent-
ly appointed Fr. Gareth
Byrne to as Moderator of
the Curia. We wish Gareth
well in his new role as he
departs as Director of
DCU’s Mater Dei Centre Dr. Gareth Byrne
for Catholic Education (MDCCE).

(Image courtesy of the Irish Catholic)
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Mt. St. Ahne’'s—Online Courses

Mount St. Anne’s are delighted to offer a series of Autumn Course Opportunities (online) via
Zoom. These will start in October and continue to the end of November. The courses listed below
can be booked by emailing Dr. Oonagh O’Brien, at ceo@mountstannes.com. All courses will run
from 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm (GMT). The fee for participation is €100 for a full course.

Title: ‘Laudato Si’ in our Contemporary World.
Date: October 6, 13, 20, 27 (Sean McDonagh, SMA)

This course will explore ‘Laudato Si’ and the Challenges of Biodiversity and Climate Change.

Sean McDonagh is a Columban Missionary priest, author and renowned Ecological Theologian. His
publications include ‘To Care for the Earth’ (1986); ‘Climate Change: The Challenge to us all’ (2004);
‘The Death of Life: Extinction is Forever’ (2006: and ‘Robots, Ethics and the Future of Jobs’ (2021).

Title: Women in the Bible: Our Mothers in Faith.
Date: October 7, 14, 21, 28 (Rosalie Moloney)

The diverse women of the Bible offer us inspiring examples of Faith in action. This course invites us
to follow in the footsteps of some of these remarkable but very human characters: from Ruth and
Naomi and the mothers of Genesis, to the women of Jesus’ parables and the female leaders of the
early Church.

Rosalie Moloney took early retirement in 2009 to study Theology, initially in the Margaret Beaufort In-
stitute of Theology in Cambridge. During the following decade she focused increasingly on Biblical
Studies and graduated from Cambridge with a PhD on Genesis 38. She now works as a free-lance
lecturer and is particularly interested in encouraging people to read the Bible and in making the study of
the Bible accessible and enjoyable.

Title: Celtic Spirituality: What is it? Has it any significance for life today?
Date: November 3,10, 17,24 (Michael Drumm)

There is a lot of talk today about Celtic Spirituality. But the question arises — what exactly is it?
Does such a spirituality exist? Is it anything more than romantic nostalgia for a dead past? Who
were the Celts? Can we access their spiritual insights? During this course some characteristics of
Celtic life will be identified which might legitimately form the foundations for a renewed Celtic spirit-
uality today.

Michael Drumm is a priest of the Diocese of Elphin and ministers in Rosses Point, Co Sligo. Previously,
a Lecturer in Theology and Director of Mater Dei Institute of Education in Dublin, he has published
books and articles on theology and on the role of religion in Irish society. He was the founding chairper-
son of the Catholic Schools Partnership.
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Title: Exploring the Synodal Pathway: The Ongoing Reception of Vatican II.
Date: November 4, 11, 18, 25 (Janet Forbes and Oonagh O’Brien featuring
Sr. Nathalie Becquart and Rafael Luciani)

This course will explore the upcoming Synod as the continuation of the Second Vatican Council
with a particular focus on the Spirituality of Synodality; the participation of all, especially young
people, and the need for structures and resources to support the local church.

Janet Forbes is a Graduate Student of Boston College’s School of Theology and ministry. Having
worked in leadership and vocational education Janet has research interests in Catechetics, pastoral
theology and Synodality.

Oonagh O’ Brien is a theologian with a specialty in ecclesiology, ministry and practical theology. She is
currently CEO at Mount St Anne’s having previously been Principal at the Margaret Beaufort Institute of
Theology in Cambridge UK.

Sr. Nathalie Becquart is a religious sister and member of the French Congregation of Xavieres. She
has been appointed by Pope Francis as the first female Under-Secretary to the General Secretariat of
the Synod of Bishops in Rome.

Rafael Luciani is a professor of theology at the Universidad Catdlica Andrés Bello in Venezuela and an
Extraordinarius professor at Boston College’s School of Theology and Ministry. He serves as Adviser to
the Latin American Bishop's Council (CELAM) and the Latin American Confederation of Religious
(CLAR). He has recently been appointed to the theological commission for the General Secretariat of

the Synod of Bishops.
Advent Retreats

'Living the Advent Dream through the
experiences of our lives'.

Wednesday 24th to Saturday 27th November
2021 (Willie Purcell)

Fr. Willie Purcell reflects on the mystery and
reality of our own Advent story as we prepare
for the celebration of Christmas.

Cost: €300 residential

Desert Wail, Desert Work, Desert Walk:
Entering the Journey of Hope that is Advent.

Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th December 2021
(Séamus O’Connell)

This retreat is an invitation to, and orientation
for the journey in faith and in life that is Advent
Cost: €300 residential

Advent Retreat — Resting in the Arms of God.

Wednesday 8th to Saturday 11th December
2021 (Deirdre Ni Chinneide)

During this waiting time, we listen and reflect on
the invitation to settle deeply in the well of our
own hearts.

Cost: €300 residential

Meditation Days

Prayerful Meditation Days 10:00am—3:30
pm. September 18th, October 23rd,
November 27th, February 12th, April 2nd
and May 21st

“Come to me all you who are burdened and
| will give you rest.” Come and enjoy a day
of peace, reflection and prayer - after a year
of coping with Covid, shut-downs, and
uncertainty.

Facilitated by Sr. Anne Kearney, HFB and
MSA Team €25 (bring a packed lunch)
Tea/Coffee provided.

Sabbatical Programme for 2022

The 2022 Sabbatical Programme at Mt. St.
Anne’s will take place from 27th March to
23rd April 2022. A second programme will
be available from 2nd—29th October 2022.
See Brochure link for details HERE

Information and booking details for all
of these opportunities are available
HERE and HERE

29


https://presentationsistersne.ie/the-2022-sabbatical-programme/
https://presentationsistersne.ie/autumn-opportunities-at-mtstannes/
https://presentationsistersne.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Sabbatical-Programme-March-April-2022.pdf

In the Beginning There Was a Wind From God

(A Meditation on ‘Oneness’)

Breathe deeply,

coming to myself.

Mind quietened, heart softened,

and eyes opened.

| see myself, the primary focus of all
my being and doing,

dwindle in size

while my consciousness expands.

As | become aware of the room space,
the house, the town, the island, the ocean
and the planet earth,

The size of Me diminishes

Until it becomes untraceable

into the unimaginable universe.

Floating so lightly,

so gently,

Into eons.

In the beginning

there was a wind from God
breathing life into being.

Into stars and rocks,
clouds and rains,
plants and trees,
fish and birds,
animals,

and into us

and into me.

As | breathe
the air flows.

How far has this fresh air travelled?
How many stories has it carried in its heart?

The birds sang for you,
water danced with you,
leaves whispered,
flowers smiled,
children giggled,

And lovers gazed...

How many tears have you absorbed?
How many sighs have you breathed?
How many dreams have you carried?
And how much more?

Fears, brokenness...

All these become one in you,
and you in me as | breathe.
You are the air of life,

music,

prayer,

all realized in me,

all awakened in me.

Suddenly, | see

with my soul’s eye

the whole universe become one in me.

It becomes sizable in me, and | become infinite.
In me is the universe, giving praise to thee, Lord
God.

Time without end.

~ Gabrielle Jin
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About the reflection

Gabrielle shared this piece which she wrote as a
gesture of gratitude to all the Sisters she has
encountered along her Presentation journey. She

said:

“Their love and prayers have been my support and
inspiration. This is my third year with the congrega-
tion now, | feel that our connection becomes deeper
every year, and by sharing our congregational

dreams, we are indeed one in spirit”!

Gabrielle Jin

In appreciation

4

.

We wish to express our sincere thanks to
each of the communities and individual
Sisters for their kind expression of sympathy
on the occasion of the death of our sister-in-
law Eileen Morris.

Your support by way of Mass cards, phone
calls, texts and prayers has been very much
appreciated.

A Mass will be offered for your intentions.

Srs. Pauline and Martina Morris
(Athenry and Presentation Road, Galway)

On behalf of the Pender family and on my own
behalf, | would like to convey my sincere
thanks to all who expressed their sympathy on
the death of my sister Eileen. To each one
who sent texts, phoned, wrote letters and
emails, sent Mass cards and prayed, we are
deeply grateful.

Your kind and generous support was deeply
appreciated.

Rath De oraibh go leir!
Sr. Ann Pender (Portlaoise).

-000-

Sr. Catherine O’Connor would like to express
her grateful appreciation to all the Sisters, each
and everyone for your prayers, Mass cards and
messages of sympathy received on the death
of her brother John.

Mile Buiochas agus go mbeannai Dia sibh.
Sr. Catherine O’Connor (Athenry)

-000-
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Remembering our Sisters who have died: We continually remember and give thanks for the life,
ministry, support, friendship and blessing that the lives of each of our Sisters have gifted to so many during
their life’s journey. May we remember that although we are separated for a time, we will all rejoice one day
when we are reunited together in God’s presence. May they rest in joy and peace. Amen.
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Presentation Sisters

Who we are

Living in these times of great uncertainty m

. - A /\
We dwell in possibility j r
»
Called to live as consecrated women, we strive to witness to joyful, reflective,

Faithful to the promise of the fullness of life.
compassionate service, constantly calling ourselves to be aware of, and where possible to help those who find
themselves on the edge, forgotten and neglected.

“l have come that you may have life and have it to the full”. (John 10:10)

“The quality of our presence, our prayerfulness, and the gift of our lives, are of untold value for
Presentation life and mission” ~ Our Way of Life, C11.

We are sustained in our commitment by our contemplative practices, and our life and relationships in community.
(An extract from the Vision Statement, of the Leadership Team, NE Province - August 2020).

Together with Presentation People everywhere, we continue to share in the dream of Nano Nagle (Founder of the
Presentation Congregation) to:

Live Contemplatively ~ Walk Lightly on the Eanth ~ Witness Prophetically

(Our Congregational Gathering, (CG2018).

Contact Us

Presentation Sisters North
East Province (Ireland)

Presentation Provincialate
Acorn Centre
Warrenmount

Blackpitts

Dublin

D08 W2X8

Phone: 01 416 6010

Fax: 01 416 5787

Email: secretary@presprone.com
Web:
www.presentationsistersne.ie

Social Media Links

H O ©

And
@JoinPresentation

Friends of Nano Group
@WhatAboutTheBees

Words & Deeds

The motto inscribed on the Nagle family’s coat of arms was ‘Not Words
But Deeds’. Nano Nagle and the Presentation People who followed her
example have always taken these words to heart.

This motto can be said to sum up almost two hundred and fifty hundred
years of active ministry and mission as Presentation Sisters spread across
Ireland, and eventually to other parts of the world. Wherever the Sisters
went, they responded in practical ways to address the needs of those
kept poor. They continue this outreach today. Presentation Sisters are
currently present in 24 countries.

Sharing Words & Deeds

If you have enjoyed reading this magazine, please feel free to share your
copy with someone else who may not be familiar with the life of Presen-
tation people. As a new reader, if this is your first contact with Presenta-
tion Sisters (North East Province) please also visit our website or follow
us on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram using the links on this page (these
are already live and active on the E-copy of this magazine by clicking on
the logos). The E-version of this quarterly magazine is also available to
read online on our website.

List of Contributors to this issue:

The Provincial Leadership Team, Imelda Wickham pbvm, Kathleen Ryan pbvm,
Ann Marie Quinn pbvm, Brian O’Toole (Director, Inter-provincial Justice Desk),
Oonagh O’Brien (CEO, MSA), Anne Lyons pbvm, Bernadette Joyce pbvm,
Gabrielle Jin pbvm, Anne Dwyer (Project Officer, FON Ireland), Chanel Canny
pbvm, Margaret Agnew (Communications Officer, NEP).
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