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There is a time for everything 
Forew

ord
 

“There is a season for everything, a time for every occupation under heaven: A time for giving 
birth, a time for dying; a time for planting, a time for uprooting what has been planted … a 
time for healing; a time for knocking down, a time for building.  A time for tears, a time for 
laughter; a time for mourning, a time for dancing”.  (Ecclesiastes, 3: 1-4). 

 

This issue of Words & Deeds expresses this profound belief through hope-filled, joy-filled 
articles of openings, and closings, of harvesting and new beginnings. Each contribution 
sharing in its own particular way Presentation life and the vibrant, dynamic inspiration of 
our charism, through life lived fully wherever we find ourselves as Presentation people, 
and especially when right up against the challenging and very real life issues of today.  
Like Nano Nagle, our part is not to shy away, but rather to hold faithful to that deep-

rooted conviction that this ‘Way of Life is ours to Live’. 

The ‘shafts of light’ shared throughout this issue are confirmation enough, if indeed any 
were needed, that there is Light enough for any path ahead. 

Speaking at the Farewell Mass for the Greenhills Community in Drogheda, Vera Moonan 
(a past-pupil) said: “For over 200 years you have served us with distinction, always gener-
ously, never sparing yourselves. … You were ever by our side, prayerfully and in action, 
both Mary and Martha to us”.  While Sr. Éilish Heaney (Pakistan) writing to give thanks for 
the generous donation of funds from Rath Cairn Parish, Co. Meath wrote: “Some years 
ago, when I saw the extreme poverty of widows, deserted wives and women whose     
husbands are suffering from cancer, I tried to help with whatever little money I, or the 
community could give.  … These are the small ways in which we try to make life a bit   
better”. 

Speaking of her former teacher Ciara Fogarty, a past pupil of Scoil Mhuire Clondalkin 
shared: “She’s just one of those special unforgettable souls and she’s completely         
unaware of it. She made great memories for us as kids.”  While continuing a 250 year 
presence of Sisters in Waterford, writing about Sr. de Lourdes Breen and the Sisters: 
“ [they] have continued to be responsive to need. … The legacy of Nano Nagle continues 
to unfold as that lantern light still shines strongly in the Waterford community”. (St. Paul’s 
Parish, Lisduggan, Newsletter). 

Brian O’Toole speaking about our ‘Justice work’ said: “The Sisters also recognised that if 
you are in a country like ours, that you really are in a place of privilege, and that with that 
privilege comes a certain responsibility, and in that space between privilege and          
responsibility, that is where social justice can begin its work”.  Sr. Imelda Wickham      
reiterated this focus when she said about ‘New Directions’ that:  “We were aware that 
families of people in prison might not figure too highly on the agenda, and so we made 
the first small tentative steps. The seed sown in minds and hearts was ready to move 
from discernment to action, and thus ‘New Directions’ was born”.  

PiNNacle and Pilgrimage are also key signposts on our Way. 

It is fitting therefore that as we journey toward the forthcoming IPA Assembly in St. John’s 
Newfoundland, & Labrador, Canada, from 18th to 24th June 2023 that we recall the  
words of Sr. Ann Marie Quinn:   

“With the Spirit of Nano beckoning us, we gather to strengthen bonds and deepen our 
commitment to act justly, conscious of the urgency of our times”.    

 

“Listen! God of the Universe beckons…”.* 

 

(Note: * This quotation is the theme chosen for the 8th  IPA Assembly 2023—see page 21)  



Words & Deeds—Spring into Summer 2023  

 

Farewell is not good-bye 

The departure of the Presentation Sisters 
from Drogheda Co. Louth after 210 years, 
was marked on Sunday 15th January 2023, 
with a special Mass celebrated by         
Archbishop Eamon Martin at St. Peter’s   
Parish Church in the town. This was a     
service of thanksgiving and blessing for the 
four remaining Presentation Sisters in the 
Greenhills community: Srs. Agnes Byrne, 
Carmel Curran, Colette McCloskey and 
Rose Wright. 

“The Sisters came to these parts 201 years 
ago. Their early presence in Fair Street, 
Duke Street and eventually at Greenhills has 
left a real mark. It is sad that the last        
community of Sisters is now moving on, but 
the Presentation Sisters will forever be     
remembered as amazing pointers to active 
faith, hope and love at work among us.  For 
some time now the Sisters have known that 
they would be finishing up their mission 
here, but they have worked to ensure that 
the example of their presence will remain.  

It falls now to the lay women and men, girls 
and boys of Drogheda to keep alive the 
ethos of compassionate service which Nano 
Nagle and the Presentation Sisters champi-
oned—to be signposts, pointers to Jesus 
…”. 

(Archbishop Eamon Martin) 

Walking with our fore-parents 

Vera Moonan (a past-pupil) spoke on    
behalf of all the pupils (past and present, 
and their families) of Saint Philomena‘s, 
Presentation Primary, and Our Lady’s   
College, Greenhills, to give a short word of 
thanks to the Presentation Sisters. She 
said:  

“For over 200 years you have served us 
with distinction, always generously, never 
sparing yourselves. You walked with our 
fore-parents during the time of the       
Famine, you were with us at the turbulent 
time of Partition and the Civil War.          
You were ever by our side, prayerfully and 
in action, both Mary and Martha to us”. 

Speaking directly to Sisters Agnes,       
Carmel, Colette and Rose: 

“The four of you have brought so much to 
the women and girls of Drogheda. You 
have taught us Irish, English, French 
Spanish, geography and music.  You have 
formed us in the Faith and have been   
chaplains in our schools. You have        
excelled in hospitality and looked after all 
those who have come to your door.       
You have reached out socially in a very 
real way, working with the Samaritans, 
Drogheda Youth Development, Boomer-
ang, Drogheda Women’s and Children’s 
Refuge, Drogheda Community Develop-

Nano 
Nagle 
came to 
Drogheda 
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“The message and commitment of Nano Nagle came to Drogheda almost 200 years ago, 
when the Presentation Sisters came to Fair Street in Drogheda and opened their first school 
in the town. Many of us owe our education and many of the opportunities in life to the 
Presentation Sisters. Nano Nagle made a commitment to educate children and help them 
find a way out of the poverty they were in. The Presentation Sisters continued on that role 
and have changed the lives of so many. We owe them all a huge amount of appreciation”.  
(An extract from a Farewell Message by Geraldine Mulvihill, Principal of Our Lady’s College, Greenhills 
that appeared in the School’s December Newsletter).  

Image:  Sisters Agnes, Carmel, Colette and Rose with Catholic Primate,        
Archbishop Eamon Martin. (Photograph St Peter's Parish/Facebook) 
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ment, Home-school Liaison, healing and peace.  

You have worked at Armagh Diocesan level with the 
Diocesan Pastoral Council, the Adult Faith Develop-
ment and Spirituality Commissions, and on the Irish 
Commission for Justice and Peace. Led by the Spirit 
you pitched your tents among us, giving totally of 
yourselves, faithfully answering the call of Nano 
Nagle. 

The good deeds you have done do not now go with 
you, but rather continue to yield a wonderful harvest 
to the glory of God, not least through Presentation 
Primary and Our Lady’s College, which continue to 
grow and to thrive”.   

The Principal of Our Lady’s College (Greenhills)     
concluded her message to the Sisters, writing:  

“We are now approaching the end of the physical 
presence of the Sisters in and around the school. 
This gives us an opportunity to reflect on the amazing 
work these women have done over the years. Their 
contribution to the school, community and indeed 
internationally has been phenomenal and for that we 
thank them enormously.  

They have dedicated their lives to helping and       
supporting the “poor and marginalised” and no one 
can ask any more than that.  

We have the honour and responsibility of continuing 
on their work here. We are now under the Trustee-
ship of CEIST, and we continue on the tradition of a 
Presentation School. Sr. Colette, Sr. Carmel,           
Sr. Agnes, Sr. Rose and all the Sisters who have 
been part of the school, we thank you for being who 
you are and making such a difference in the lives of 
others, and from the bottom of our hearts we would 
like to thank you for all you have done for Our Lady’s 
College, Greenhills”. (Geraldine Mulvihill, Principal). 
  

Passing on the Lantern 

The world today is still crying out for equality,       
compassion, justice and care—those values which 
Nano championed.  

“Presentation schools continue to offer these values 
in Drogheda, and in many parts of Ireland under the 
patronage of CEIST established to keep the lantern 
lit, to keep the light alive!”   

(Archbishop Eamon Martin) 

Images:  Further images from the Mass on January 15, 2023—
St. Peter’s Parish, Drogheda, Facebook Page. 

Useful links: 

St. Peters Parish Drogheda 
Facebook Link 

Irish Times Article - You 
walked with our fore-parents 

“Generations of families who shared 
in the goodness of the work of the 
Presentation Sisters filled the Church 
of Our Lady of Lourdes. All who were 
present witnessed the warmth of the 
goodbye”.  

(St. Peter’s Parish, Drogheda) 

Image: (Right) “St. Peter’s parish, Drogheda thank the Lord for 
the wonderful contribution the Sisters have made to education in 
the town and locality, specifically to girls’ education”.  

“We wish the Sisters well in this new and different chapter of life 
for each of them”. 

The Parish joined with Our Lady’s College & Presentation 
Primary School to acknowledge their ministry and         
service.  (Image courtesy of St. Peter’s parish Facebook  
page). 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersParishDrogheda/posts/pfbid08XJ2zNuBAZUY2M3GG2CW8g6ZTovkcLK8kVSxsM34b5BjnnvRqobhZswBS5cGodfql
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersParishDrogheda/posts/pfbid08XJ2zNuBAZUY2M3GG2CW8g6ZTovkcLK8kVSxsM34b5BjnnvRqobhZswBS5cGodfql
https://www.irishtimes.com/ireland/social-affairs/2023/01/15/you-walked-with-our-foreparents-mass-marks-presentation-sisters-departure-from-drogheda/
https://www.irishtimes.com/ireland/social-affairs/2023/01/15/you-walked-with-our-foreparents-mass-marks-presentation-sisters-departure-from-drogheda/
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Presentation Sisters in Greenhills (Drogheda) 
A photo gallery—down the years  

Images:  Part of a Picture Gallery prepared by Our Lady’s College (Greenhills) in their December Newsletter depicting         
Presentation Sisters down the years. “An opportunity to reflect on the amazing work these women have done over the years”. 
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‘Feeling the hand of God at work …’ 
When the Presentation Convent in Kildare town closed in 2017 there was a set of chapel furnishings 
remaining there which were advertised in the Intercom Magazine. Fr. Pádraig McMahon from      
Athboy parish expressed an interest in them for the chapel in Rath Cairn, and we were delighted to 
give them to the parish. He wanted to give money for them, but instead we agreed that he could 
give a donation for our mission. Then, one Sunday in November we were invited back to see the 
items in place. Sr. Mary McDermott and I attended, and Sr. Bríd O’Donnell (a native Irish speaker 
from Carraroe) spoke about Nano Nagle at the Mass. We got such a welcome, it was humbling.  The 
congregation collected five hundred euro at the Mass, and Fr Padraig added another one thousand 
euro from the parish – they were so grateful. In thinking of some of our ‘missions’ with some link to 
Kildare, we remembered Sr. Patricia Byrne and Murree (Pakistan). This welcome funding has now 
gone to a particular women's project in Pakistan supporting impoverished wives, widows and      
deserted women. (See project details, over the page, with photos contributed by Sr. Éilish Heaney,         
Pakistan).   

Sr. Frances Crowe 

Speaking about Nano Nagle 

The parish priest Fr. Pádraig McMahon really 
welcomed us. He took us into the sacristy   
before the mass and thanked us from the   
bottom of his heart. He, and the community of 
Rath Cairn are very proud of the church and 
those items we have given to them. 

I spoke to the community, in Irish, of course.    
I told them about the life of Nano Nagle and 
described the history of the nuns in Kildare. 
We, the Sisters of Torbirt, wanted them to   
understand in Rath Cairn, where the altar and  
tabernacle came from. The priest said to me 
after the mass: "I was watching the congrega-
tion and they were soaking up every word you 
said." 

I suggested to those present to drop into the 
church and spend time there when they were 
passing that way, because they would          
undoubtedly find peace of mind, as I had 
found there so often before. 

S
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Rath Cairn is a Gaeltacht community and 
they were delighted to see us. They       
welcomed us warmly. After the mass they 
invited us and the ‘locals’ to a cup of tea 
and refreshments in the community hall. 
The people gathered around us and were 
really interested in the story of Nano Nagle 
and the life of the Sisters in Kildare. 

I told them that the Sisters went on       
mission to Wagga Wagga in Australia,   
Pakistan and Zambia as well as other   
places around the world. One thousand 
five hundred euro was collected on the 
day to support the Sisters who are on  
mission today. There is no doubt that our 
visit to Rath Cairn, Glás na Midhe was a 
special occasion and one that will live         
forever in our memory.   

(See full text of this piece in Irish, Pge 11).  

Sr. Bríd Ní Dhomhnaill 

Image: (R) Srs. Frances Crowe, Bríd Ní Dhomhnaill and Mary McDermott, beside the altar gifted to Rath Cairn parish, 
Co. Meath, and (L) Sr. Bríd speaking about Nano Nagle.  
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Image:  A child & a woman supported through                             
the ’Widows, Deserted & Impoverished Wives 
project.  

‘Feeling the hand of God at work …’ …/ 

• ‘C’ has lost a leg and is suffering from       
diabetes for which she needs insulin. 

• ‘N’ whom we got trained as a hairdresser 
assistant, is trying to educate her adopted 
daughter. She is also suffering from diabetes 

• ‘S’ has indifferent health and is unable to   
purchase medicine. 

• ‘K’ (the youngest) is a deserted widow whose 
husband left her before the first baby was 
born. 

One impoverished wife died in childbirth about 
three years ago and the baby boy’s leg needed 
to be straightened. We are still helping for this 
medical treatment . 

There are two impoverished wives whose      
husbands have cancer, and we help them to 
get medicine. 

These are the small ways in which we try to 
make life a bit better for a few, and we assure 
you that the money Fr. Padraig and his parish-
ioners have donated will be used for this       
purpose. May God bless the donors.   

Kindly request them to keep Pakistan in their 
prayers. With gratitude and kindest regards. 
 

Sr. Éilish Heaney 

Some years ago, when I saw the extreme      
poverty of widows, deserted wives and women 
whose husbands are suffering from cancer, I 
tried to help with whatever little money I, or the 
community could give.   

This didn’t go very far, so I applied to some     
donor agencies. From there, I got some help. 
After a while a group from Kilberry, where I went 
to Primary school, helped in a regular fruitful 
way. However, since the project is small and 
doesn’t show tangible results, applying to       
agencies hasn’t met with success, while          
donations from generous people like Fr. Padraig 
and the people of Athboy help to keep the      
project going to an extent. This donation from 
Rath Cairn parish will be joined to other gifted 
money to help the women whom we assist. 

The following is a short summary of those       
currently being helped in what has to be a limited 
way. The number helped varies from time to 
time. Just now, it is like this: 

• Five widows/deserted wives are helped to pay 
monthly rent. Like many of the poor in the 
country they don’t have houses of their own 
and rent increases every year. 

In addition these ladies – widows and deserted 
wives -have other needs: 

• ‘M’s’ daughter had brain surgery for which the 
doctor is willing to wait to be paid back in    
instalments. 

“When I rang Fr Padraig 
to tell him what we were 
doing with the money he 
was delighted. But when I 
mentioned Éilish’s name 
he was even more excit-
ed, saying that he knew 
well who she was & knew 
her family in the Diocese.   
I just couldn’t believe the 
providential coincidence! 
There was something very 
‘right’ about this whole 
event that I feel the hand 
of the Lord at work”. 

~ Sr. Frances Crowe 

A brief description of the project for ‘Widows, Deserted and Impoverished 
Wives’ (Pakistan) 
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A patient principal and teacher  
Fondly remembered by her past pupils  

Image: Caption  

Ciara Fogarty a past pupil of Scoil Mhuire 
Clondalkin runs the ‘I Grew Up in Clondalkin’ 
Facebook page. Ciara had posted about     
Sr. Imelda Kane (a former principal of Scoil 
Mhuire) in the Facebook Page and was blown 
away by the response it received, so she     
decided that she wanted to make Sr. Imelda 
aware of the difference that she had made to 
so many children 

Saying ‘thank you’ 

Sr. Imelda’s impact on the Clondalkin       
community began when she started working 
in Scoil Mhuire as a teacher in the 1960s,  
before becoming the principal of the school 
in the early 1980s.  Imelda later went on to 
minister in Presentation Terenure, and then in        
Warrenmount in Dublin 8, where she is now 
based. 

It has been several decades since Imelda 
worked in Scoil Mhuire and she has now    
retired from teaching—but her impact hasn’t 
waned! Comments on the Clondalkin          
Facebook Page praised her as an unfailingly 
kind and patient principal and teacher who is 
fondly remembered by her past pupils.  

In an article in ‘The Echo’ Newspaper Ciara 
shared: “I went to meet her and read out a 
load of the messages, and she was delighted.  
I couldn’t even read out everything that was 
sent because there was so much”.   

Sr. Imelda’s response was that she was just 

Image:  Caption  

doing what she thought was right, and that 
she felt it was important to love the children. 

Following on from this, Ciara and a member 
of the Facebook group, Jim Kelly, decided to 
plan an event so that Imelda could meet 
many of her past pupils.  Imelda agreed that 
she would love to meet them. 

Ciara wrote:  “There were people of different 
ages coming in and she got flowers and 
chocolates—people wanted to give to her 
because she gave so much to them”. 

“She’s just one of those special unforgettable 
souls and she’s completely unaware of it.  
She made great memories for us as kids.    
The love of the people of Clondalkin for 
Imelda is immense.  We had people of all 
different ages coming to say hello to this  
person who has impacted them and they 
wanted to show their love for her.   

There was a lot of love and appreciation in 
the room”. 

Note: The information used to create this 
article is taken from the ‘I Grew Up in 
Clondalkin’ Facebook Page’ see Facebook 
Page Link 

As well as from the article by Aideen   
O’Flaherty that appeared in ‘The Echo’ in 
July 2022—see HERE 

Images: (L—R) Sr. Imelda Kane and Marie O’Donoghue; (Middle) Jim Kelly with Imelda at the celebration by past 
pupils, and Sr. Imelda and Sr. Stasia (Clondalkin community).   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1417428391910940/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1417428391910940/
https://www.echo.ie/sr-imelda-is-recognised-for-impact-on-the-community/%23:~:text=Sr%20Imelda's%20impact%20on%20the,8%2C%20where%20she's%20now%20based.
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Your 
contribution 

is  
immense!  

A little bit of history 

The original Presentation School in Waterford 
opened in 1798 in the house attached to St.       
Patrick’s Church. The staff was made up of three 
Waterford ladies who had spent three years in 
Cork at the centre opened by Nano Nagle, 
where they took their religious vows, and also 
honed their teaching skills. 

Apart from their responsive commitment and   
dedication to the development of the Presenta-
tion Primary and Secondary schools throughout 
the years (in keeping with the expansion of local    
communities) the Sisters undertook a range of 
other ministries within the parish, and local        
community, always with the understanding that 
the skills they shared could be passed on to 
many wonderful and capable lay people. 

In 1978, four Sisters moved into Larchville, in 
order to be more accessible to the people and 
share their daily living, quickly settling in to their 
new surroundings.  

Over the very many years of Presentation        
presence in Waterford (two hundred and  twenty
-five years in total) Sisters have continued to be         
responsive to need. Some have retired due to 
age or ill-health, while others continue a ministry 
of action, support and prayer, and still others 
have responded generously to the call to meet 
need elsewhere.   

The legacy of Nano Nagle continues to unfold as 
that lantern light still shines strongly in the         
Waterford community.  

Sr. de Lourdes Breen continues to carry ‘the 
light of Nano’s Lantern’ with great enthusiasm 

and devotion. de Lourdes Breen started her  
ministry in St. Paul’s parish on 1st August 
1993, teaching in the Presentation Primary 
School. After her retirement as a teacher, she 
has been involved in a most active parish    
ministry in St. Paul’s for close to thirty years. 

An immense contribution  

In the December 2022 issue of the Golden   
Jubilee Newsletter for St. Paul’s Church, 
Lisduggan, the parish gratefully acknowledges 
and recognises the gifted contribution of       
de Lourdes, writing: 

“She is a tireless worker for parish develop-
ment and renewal, a gifted organiser, and most 
of all a faithful friend to many.  She has also 
given significant service to Presentation       
Primary and to the schools of the Diocese, and 
since she has taken up an appointment with 
the Sisters in Dungarvan, she continues to 
commute to St. Paul’s on a regular basis to 
attend to the many pastoral works, with her 
characteristic attention to detail”. 

It is well documented that Edmund Rice and 
the Presentation Sisters had a special relation-
ship.  When the Sisters came to Waterford in 
1798, Edmund was entrusted with the care of 
their finances. He is also said to have advised 
and helped them to buy a site on Hennessy’s 
Road where they built a church and school. 
Brother Edmund and several of his followers 
later made annual vows in that church in 1808, 
according to the records of the Presentation 
Sisters. 

Br. Peader Gleeson describing this relationship 
in the St. Paul’s Parish Jubilee Newsletter of 

Image: Sr. de Lourdes Breen (ctr) with (l-r) Anne Marie O’Mara, Principal of Presentation Primary School & Orla 
Bolger, Principal of Presentation Secondary School at the special Presentation Day Mass prepared by staff and 
pupils in St. Paul’s parish (Lisduggan, Waterford) during the parish’s Jubilee Year celebrations (1972—2022).    
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August 2022, writes: 

“God works in mysterious ways – in the life of Nano 
Nagle, Edmund Rice and in the life of our Parish Patron, 
St. Paul.  I am sure the same God is still at work in our 
parish.  St. Paul is depicted in the window of our Church;          
Edmund Rice’s portrait is on the right near the organ; 
Nano Nagle* is represented in crystal – oak, window, 
door, tower and lantern. 

May all who celebrate the Golden Jubilee of St. Paul’s 
church and parish be inspired by the lives of the three 
great missionaries named here”. 

We give thanks for 30 years of faithfulness by de 
Lourdes and the Presentation community in Waterford - 
for the Presentation presence that runs deep into parish 
life. It is true to say that de Lourdes is in Illustrious    
company, continuing a faith-filled legacy. 

*Note: (This is the work of Crystal Designer and Engraver, Roy            
Cunningham, one of the last pieces to be produced by the Kilbarry plant).   

Image:  Sr. de Lourdes Breen at the 
special Jubilee Ministries Mass in      
appreciation of service in the parish 
over many years. 

Material for this article was taken from the St. Paul’s parish Jubilee Newsletters as well as from images 
provided by Sr. de Lourdes Breen and courtesy of the parish Facebook Pages. 

‘Feeling the hand of God at work …’ 
Text of the presentation on Nano Nagle (in Irish) by Sr. Bríd Ní Dhomhnaill (see article Pg7) 

Seo’d cuntas beag don Nuachtlitir a d’iarr an 
tSiúr Frances Crowe orm a scríobh, ag        
déanamh cur síos ar chuairt a thug mé ar Rath 
Cairn, Co. na Mí ar an 20ú Samhain 2022.   

Sén t-údar a bhí leis an gcuairt seo ná go 
bhfuair pobal Rath Cairn altóir, tabernacle, 
cathaoir an tsagairt agus an cairpéad ón 
séipéal, ó Chlochar Chill Dara, théis do na mná 
rialta an chlochar a fhágáil i 2017.  

Shroich mé Rath Cairn le freastal ar aifreann 
10.15r.n.  Chas an tSiúr Frances agus Mary 
Mc Dermott orm ann. Chuir an sagart paróiste 
an tAthair Pádraig Mc Mahon fíor fháilte 
romhainn.  Thug sé isteach sa sacraistí muid 
roimh an aifrinn agus ghlac sé buíochas ó 
chroí linn.  Tá sé féin agus pobal Rath Cairn an
-bhródúil agus ríméadach as an séipéal agus 
údar acu go deimhin. 

Labhair mé féin leis an bpobal, i nGaeilge, ar 
ndóigh.  D’inis mé dóibh faoi shaol Nano Nagle 
agus rinne mé cur síos ar stair na mná rialta i 
gCill Dara. Theastaigh uainn, Siúracha na 
Toirbhirte, go dtuigfidís i Rath Cairn, cé as ar 
tháinig an altóir, tabernacle agus rl.  Dúirt an 
sagart liom tar éis an aifrinn, “I was watching 
the congregation and they were soaking up 
every word you said.”   

Mhol mé don phobal bualadh isteach      
sa séipéal agus seal a chaitheamh         
ann nuair a bheidís ag dul an bóthair, mar 
go bhfaighidís suaimhneas intinne gan 
dabht, mar a bhí faighte agam féin chomh 
minic roimhe sin.   

Is pobal Gaeltachta é Rath Cairn agus bhí 
ríméad an domhain orthu muid a fhéiceáil.  
Chuir siad fáilte na bhfáilte romhainn.  Tar 
éis an aifrinn thug siad cuireadh dúinn 
agus do mhuintir na háite chuig cupán tae 
agus soláistí sa halla pobail.  Bhailigh na 
daoine timpeall orainn agus bhí fíor shuim 
acu i scéal Nano Nagle agus i saoil na 
mná rialta i gCill Dara.  D’inis mé dóibh go 
ndeachaigh na mná rialta ar na misiúin go 
Wagga Wagga san Astráil, Pakistan agus 
Zambia na hAifrice chomh maith le áite-
anna eile ar fud an domhain freisin.  
Baileoidh €1500 do na mná rialta atá ar 
na misiúin ar an lá. Tá sé beartaithe an t-
airgead seo a sheoladh chuig  An tSiúr 
Eilish Heaney atá lonnaithe i bPakistan.   

Níl dabht ach gur ocáid speisialta a bhí i 
mo chuairt go Rath Cairn Glas na Midhe 
agus ceann a mhairfidh go deo i mo 
chuimhne. 

An tSiúr Bríd Ní Dhomhnaill 
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The crisps are a ‘must’ especially for the 
younger members. It is great to hear the 
laughter of small children (something you   
never hear in a prison) and to watch fathers 
and mothers, brothers and sisters hug and 
embrace each other, maybe for the first time 
in years; again, something you won’t see 
much of in a prison setting where the          
humanising effect of the human touch seems 
to be forgotten or indeed forbidden.  Some-
times a man will come accompanied by three 
prison officers. He has no family, not even 
one, and that is the saddest day of all.  

Sometimes a friend will be found, but if not, it 
will be an ex-prison chaplain or a ‘nun friend’ 
who visited him or her in prison. But a day out 
is a day out, and we all make the most of it, 
even the man who has nobody.   

The day passes all too quickly, and evening 
brings another round of hugs and kisses with 
words of encouragement and promises.        

A day in the life of ‘New Directions’ 

Sunday mornings in St. Brigid’s are busy 
ones. Like in any house when visitors are 
coming, preparations must be made. The    
visitors will begin arriving at about 10.30 am.  

The first to arrive will be a man serving a life 
sentence, who has been granted a day out to 
meet with his family outside the prison         
environment. He will have served on average,  
between ten to twenty years, and will be      
accompanied by three prison officers. 

Next to arrive will be the family members, and 
numbers will vary according to the size of the 
family. Not all will come at the same time, and 
in big families they will come in relays, all   
happy to celebrate the glimmer of hope that a 
day out from a life sentence gives.  

All are welcomed with the cuppa, a few       
sandwiches, a slice or two of cake and some 
sweets - not to mention the bag of crips!     

Recently I was asked if I would write a short account of New Directions – Supporting Families of   
People in Prison, to give an account of its origins and its current stage of development.  

The origin of ‘New Directions’ goes away back, and arose in response to the unmet needs of people 
who have loved ones in prison. After a long period of discernment, finally in 2018, the celebration of 
the Year of the Family gave us the impetus we needed to put flesh on our visions. We were aware 
that families of people in prison might not figure too highly on the agenda and so we made the first 
small tentative steps. The seed sown in minds and hearts was ready to move from discernment to 
action, and thus ‘New Directions’ was born.  

With a house rented from the Dublin Diocese and financial support from the Presentation congrega-
tion and the Peter McVerry Trust, it all began. The following is a brief account of what happens here 
in St. Brigid’s in Clondalkin on a daily basis.  For a more detailed account I would suggest that you 
look at our website www.familiesofprisoners.ie  

New Directions 

Supporting families of people in prison 

http://www.familiesofprisoners.ie
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New Directions is an        
initiative which aims to offer a 
free, confidential information & 
support service for families    
affected by imprisonment.        
It offers a listening ear and   
emotional 
support to 
help families 
with the        
challenges 
they face.  

‘Ju
st W

ays’ 
As I see them out the gate, family first this 
time, followed by the prison car, the house 
feels empty. But it is never empty for too long.  

During the week families needing support in 
coping with having a loved one in prison, will 
come.  It is mostly wives/partners who come - 
the ones bearing the brunt of imprisonment, 
with all the emotional and economic stresses 
that it entails. Mothers and fathers come too 
wondering where it all went wrong. Those who 
can’t come will be met on ‘zoom’ or by video. 
It may not be the ideal way, but it may be the 
only way if you don’t live in Dublin or where 
family circumstances mean you are unable to 
travel.  

Developing relationships 

Many appreciate being able to have the listen-
ing ear while children are in bed, or gone to 
school, or after work. It may be the only       
‘me-time’ they will ever get. Sometimes the 
call is made from a parked car. 

There is a sense of family in the house, as we 
work as a team of four, and develop relation-
ships with the people who come. St. Brigid’s is 
a peaceful place, and the kettle is always on 
the boil.  

Families of people in prison are often the   
forgotten ones, but they are never forgotten in 
St Brigid’s. Some will keep coming for a long 
time, others for not so long.  All some want is 
that one conversation on the phone where 
they will tell their story, and look for the usual 
information about a system they never had to 
cope with before.  

Some are angry and confused, others are 
anxious and fearful, all are simply heart-
broken. Sometimes they are facing into long 
and protracted court cases, or they may have 
just come through that experience, while      
still others have been through it all many times 
before. Regardless, all come carrying the    
burden of stigma and shame that society has 
seen fit to impose on them.         

If ‘New Directions’ can offer some small      
respite and ease it will have made a             
difference. ‘New Directions’ is still in its         
infancy and developing slowly as the needs of 
the families of people in prison (the often    
forgotten ones) emerge.  

Sr. Imelda Wickham 

“For every individual incarcerated, 
there is a circle of people directly 
affected by their imprisonment. 
Children grow up with one person 
absent from their lives. Mothers 
are often left to rear these       
children with constant financial 
struggles.”  (Sr. Imelda Wickham) 

"Not my crime, still my sentence". 
Families of people in prison can be affected in 
all kinds of different ways. Typical of the         
challenges to be faced are: 

• Coming to terms with having a family   
member in prison 

• Needing support and advice in dealing with 
this new reality 

• Getting to know how the prison system  
operates 

• Maintaining contact and a sense of     
relationship through visits, letters and 
phone calls 

• Planning for release and all the issues 
that brings up. 

There are many consequences to having a 
family member in prison, and every family 
and every individual responds to this reality in 
their own unique and personal way. 

Some other useful links: 

Global Sisters Report Interview – Nov 2nd 
2021 with Sarah MacDonald.  https://
www.globalsistersreport.org/news/
ministry/news/q-sr-imelda-wickham-

sharing-insight-reality-prison-life  and also 
The work of prison chaplains is vital but 
unheralded  

https://www.globalsistersreport.org/news/ministry/news/q-sr-imelda-wickham-sharing-insight-reality-prison-life
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/news/ministry/news/q-sr-imelda-wickham-sharing-insight-reality-prison-life
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/news/ministry/news/q-sr-imelda-wickham-sharing-insight-reality-prison-life
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/news/ministry/news/q-sr-imelda-wickham-sharing-insight-reality-prison-life
https://www.leinsterexpress.ie/news/crime---court/958136/the-work-of-prison-chaplains-is-vital-but-unheralded.html
https://www.leinsterexpress.ie/news/crime---court/958136/the-work-of-prison-chaplains-is-vital-but-unheralded.html
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Image: (L-R) Caption  

Since the launch of ‘Unheard Voices; Reflections of a Prison Chaplain’ (Messenger         
Publications, 2021) the momentum of conversations, interviews and sharing has continued 
apace. It is true to say (as Imelda had hoped) that the launch of the book was only the           
beginning of a process of engagement for change within the Justice System at a level that has 
the potential to make a difference. The following piece is a powerful extract from an interview 
that Ray D’Arcy did with Sr. Imelda Wickham on his RTE Radio Show in November 2022. The 
full interview is about an hour in length and you can ‘listen in’ at this link HERE  

Ray: Now I am conscious when we are 
talking about prison that we are saying 
they, and they, and about that thing – 
don’t talk about us without us!  But I feel 
that you are very qualified to represent 
them, and that was one of the things that 
a chaplain should do is give a voice to 
people who don’t have a voice. So, you 
are comfortable with that?  

Imelda: I am very comfortable with that   
because when I am talking about a calling 
today, as a chaplain, I am called to be a 
voice for those deprived of their freedom.  
That was written there, so when I left the 
prison, I said so now I can’t be in there any-
more, but I can be a voice for them. I had 
worked with prisoners for 20 years and I 
knew them so well, and I knew their stories 
and their backgrounds, and knew their    
families, I knew their children - so I said 
now is my time to try and be the voice. 

Ray: You changed? 

Imelda: I did.  

Ray: Sometimes reading the book I think 
that you got more out of it than the     
people you helped in some ways? 

Imelda:  I did.  I did.  

Ray: But your perception of prisoners 
changed completely? 

Imelda: It did, It did.  And you see it is also 
as chaplain that you have to be non-

judgemental otherwise you can’t work with 
them.  And you know that for me chaplaincy 
was about relationship building – and when 
you enter into a relationship with a person, 
and you get to know him or her that’s when 
you really get to know that person in depth.  

And people coming into prison, I remember 
for example when I was working in the    
prison, when you go in in the morning you 
get a list of all the people who came in the 
night before, and I would always make a 
point of visiting the people who came in the 
night before. 

When I went into that cell I didn’t see a   
prisoner, I didn’t see a criminal, I saw a   
person.  And I wanted to relate to that man.  
This man is someone’s son, someone’s 
husband, someone’s uncle, whatever it is, 
and to me I wasn’t too concerned as to why 
he was there, but I did want to get to know 
him.  And I wanted him to realise that I was 

An interview with Ray D’Arcy 
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https://www.rte.ie/radio/radio1/ray/programmes/2022/1110/1335402-ray-darcy-thursday-10-november-2022/
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just an ordinary person like him.  And you 
know – sometimes when I would be sitting 
there, I’d often say to myself, you know 
whatever happened this man, the same 
could have happened to me, but it didn’t.  
So I saw them first and foremost as people 
rather than prisoners. 

Ray: And were you not curious about 
what they did and about the victim and 
the victim’s families?  

Imelda: Absolutely, but I had to get to know 
then first. And that was never the main thing. 
Sometimes I would read about them, and 
they might say to me, Imelda, look I’m in the 
paper today.  And I would say to them look, 
don’t mind what is in the paper about you. 
The person who wrote that – have they ever 
met you?  ‘No, they haven’t!’  But I am meet-
ing you now as a person – and of course I 
was conscious of the fact that they didn’t 
come in there for saying their prayers, and I 
was always conscious too that there was a 
victim out there as well.  

And you know many of these people them-
selves had been victims before they had 
made other people victims as well. You 
know that always struck me, and I was     
conscious of that – but yes, I was always 
conscious that they have done wrong.  They 
were very conscious of that themselves, and 
they would often say to me, but Imelda, I 
deserve to be in there, I did ‘such and such 
a thing’.  But then when I would get to know 
them and I would say sometimes, I wonder, 
you know are they really guilty – what     
happened them that brought them to this 
dark place.  Because it is a dark place.  You 
know when you have offended somebody 
and you have caused victimhood, and in the 
back of my mind I always knew that there 
were victims there as well. But for me as the 
chaplain I was working with the perpetrator. 

Ray: Yes, and it’s difficult for people      
listening I would imagine, to humanise 
perpetrators, criminals, … lock them up – 
throw away the key. Some heinous 
crimes have been committed.  There is 
talk of people being evil and the only 
place for them is in prison?  

Imelda: Yea. 

Ray: You have a different view? 

Imelda: I have a different view because I 
know them. I sat with them. I talked to them. 
I listened to them. I got to know their      
families, I got to know their background and 
maybe I got some understanding of what 
led them into crime. And that wasn’t to   
condone what they had done. You could 
never condone it – you can’t. And you 
could never … I was always conscious that 
somebody had suffered as a result of what 
this person has done. And people – the 
men themselves – were very conscious of 
that. And they would say to me – but I    
deserve to be here.   

Ray: Ok, yes so … and this is why your 
book is so strong. I suppose that you are 
on the outside now.  And you can be a 
little bit more honest and more strident.  
You are calling for change. You are call-
ing for a conversation.  [‘Yes’]  Ok – the 
first word that comes into a lot of         
people’s minds is (when they think of 
prison) is locked up, incarceration,       
depriving people of their freedom - but 
the mission statement for prisons is     
rehabilitation [‘Correct’]  and that’s where 
our system is failing  miserably?  

Imelda: It is. And, in spite of all the good 
work that is done is prison (I mean I was 
part of the system myself for 20 years) a lot 
of good work is done. There are a lot of 
good people in there doing their best. But 
the system itself has to be challenged and 
the system needs to be brought into line 
with new psychological thinking, new       
understandings of human behaviour, new 
ideas about crime and punishment. All of 
that. And you know when we talk about 
punishment, the word I would love to sub-
stitute is ‘reparation’. If I do some harm to 
you, I need to try and repair that damage. 
And locking up in prison in order to pay 
back my debt to society is putting me into a 
position where I cannot do that. But if I was 
in a position where I could make reparation 
and make up for the wrong that I have done 
(and maybe sometimes victims might say 
there is no way that person can make up to 
me), that may be true but at least give them 
a chance to do that.  
(The audio recording of the interview with Imelda (see 
link) starts about 38 minutes in and lasts for an hour) 
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human trafficking and modern slavery,     
because they were the issues very much 
alive in the area where they lived and 
worked. It was also the case that the      
provinces were collaborating before I ever 
came along. However, when I took up the 
job in 2016 it was a perfect time to create 
the Desk. 
 

Setting the context for the work 

Brian: In the previous year (2015) three 
huge things happened which really made it 
a seminal year. The Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) came into our justice 
landscape in September of 2015, and at that 
stage they were only taking shape, and  
people weren’t thinking of what could we 
do, and how could we do it?  And then we 
also had the Paris Agreement and the 
launch of the Laudato Sí (LSI) Encyclical by 
Pope Francis in May of 2015. So those three 
key justice landmarks were a great base to 
start from, providing at once great signs of 
hope and the potential to build upon and 
develop what a lot of the religious congrega-
tions including Presentation, had been doing 
for so many years before hand. E.g. The   
Sisters had already been advocating to slow 
down environmental degradation and for 
‘Care of the Earth’ for 40 years before LSI 
ever came along.  

‘Lighting a huge Lantern’ 
I was lucky enough to catch up with Brian O’Toole for a far-ranging and inspiring conversation 
about all things ‘Justice’, including his role as the Director of the Presentation Sisters Inter-
provincial Justice Desk for Ireland and England. You will realise just how fortunate I was to 
catch this ‘man on the move’ when you read about the many collaborations and new spaces 
where this faith-based voice for ‘Justice’ now finds itself heard. Brian sums this up by saying:   
“I think that my job is to build the case for hope by doing it in action, by living out an active 
charism – it is not a passive charism – it is a charism that motivates, a charism that inspires, a 
charism that provokes and prompts and doesn’t sit still”.   

Can you tell us something about the    
early days of your job as Director of the 
Presentation Justice Desk and the       
context for the work?  

Brian: I will be seven years in the job on 
October 1st. The creation of the Justice 
Desk was a new venture for the three    
provinces (NE, SW and England) and the 
role of Director of the Justice Desk was 
something that had not been done before.  
The provinces had been invited to come 
together in collaboration around ‘Justice’, so 
it was as new for them as it was for me.  We 
were all kind of feeling our way. However, all 
had a deep sense of ‘Justice’ in the work 
that they undertook, and in terms of where 
they were coming from. The collaboration 
part was about informing each other about 
their work for justice, even if many of the 
Sisters in Ireland and England would already 
have known each other, irrespective of the 
province they were in.  

A lot of the work that the Sisters undertook 
was a response to a need in an area where 
they worked, so for example, the work of 
iScoil based in the Acorn Centre in the 
North East Province, was created in         
response to a particular identified educa-
tional need, while in the English Province, 
Sisters were working with refugees, asylum 
seekers, migrants, and people caught up in ‘J
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Images:  (L) Brian with Sr. Jo McCarthy, pbvm, Cork Migrant Centre, and (Right) Roderic O’ Gorman, TD (Minister 
for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration & Youth) and Brian O’Toole, at the Review of Ireland by the Committee 
on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC, January 2023)   
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The International Presentation Association (IPA) had 
been working with the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) which were the precursor to the 
SDGs, so that all the SDGs and MDGs did was put a 
framework around the work that the Sisters were 
doing at home and abroad, in a way that others had 
not done i.e., focusing on the importance of these 
goals in relation to the person.   

When the SDGs arrived, they brought with them   
certain underpinning principles that were universal. 
This universality was something that the Sisters 
would have had already as part of the ethic of their 
work for ‘Care for Creation’. They understood that 
absolutely everybody was included. And they also 
already had this strong impetus ‘of leaving no-one 
behind’.  But more than that, through their work, it 
was a case of going with the furthest behind first.    

The Sisters also recognised that if you are in a 
country like ours, that you really are in a place of 
privilege, and that with that privilege comes a      
certain responsibility, and in that space between 
privilege and responsibility, that is where social   
justice can begin its work.  

If you add into this the charism of Nano Nagle, which 
was really ‘deeds not words’ it was a real case of 
getting down and doing it, and getting out there and 
making something happen. If that required words 
that was fine, but often it was words that were       
previous to an action. The words were a plan or a 
meeting, but it always led to an action – or some-
thing coming out of it – otherwise the words would 
just be words! They would be rather empty.  

I figured out that it was important to see who else 
was working in the same space as we were, so I be-
gan to look to see who was ‘out there’ and interest-
ed in the same work we were doing.  

Coalition 2030 were one of the first that we got   
involved with because they were a coalition of 
NGOs, Unions and Institutions that were interested 
in the implementation of the SDGs and putting  
pressure on the government to achieve them.  We 
got involved in Coalition 2030 as a faith-based 
voice along with the Mercy Sisters. However, we are 
now the only faith-based voice there, as it is          
important to continue to have this voice represent-
ed. 

Do you find that representation hard in the     
context of society today, or does the work 
speak? 

Brian: The work speaks for itself.  But I think too,      
I don’t like turning up for a meeting and listening, 
and then just walking away.  If there is something to 
be done, and there is an action I know I can do, I 
can say ‘Yes, I can do that part’. I feel that if I am 
turning up to a meeting, I have a responsibility to 
take part.  We all go to lots of meetings where there 
are people who sit well back with their eyes down 
and think well that’s grand, I have got all I need from 
this, and they don’t do anything, and that’s a pity. 

There is no point in me turning up if I am not 
prepared to do something.  As a   result of 
our active participation, we have become 
known as people who will collaborate and 
who will do what we can wherever we can, 
and we get involved. Participating like this, 
over time, we are regarded as a presence 
that is valued and that is needed, and more 
importantly as an important part of the work. 
So, in this way, all of a sudden the faith-

based voice is now included and insisted 
upon, and more or less needed. I think that is 
more important than just running in, and then 
walking away.  

A lot of the coalitions and groups that the 
Desk is involved with is because that faith-

based voice needs to be heard. This does 
not mean we have to agree with absolutely 
everything and with every single thing that 
everybody else does - but it is about relation-
ship. Building relationships takes time, work, 
and investment. It can often be the stuff that 
is said before and after the meeting or in  
between the meeting, where the real collabo-
ration is done. 

In many of our collaborations where we have 
been working on submissions, campaigns or 
actions together, the more Presentation   
people that get involved the better, and the 
more the faith-based voice is heard in places 
where they say I don’t quite understand it, 
the more we should be involved.   

How do you keep the energy and the 
passions going?  

Brian: The work is too important not to do.   
As an example, I was looking to support our 
first go at a Human Rights submission, which 
was part of the Universal Periodic Review 
(UPR) of Ireland. I went to other congrega-
tions and one group I went to was RENATE 
(the Religious in Europe Networking Against 
Trafficking and Exploitation), and I asked 
then would they endorse our UPR submis-
sion? I explained that the reason we were 
coming to them was that one particular part 
of it refers to Human Trafficking and Modern 
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Slavery in Ireland, and that we felt that the 
Government are not taking due account of it 
and how they need to do more.   

They read through the document and came 
back to us and said ‘Yes’, we agree with 
this, and I was asked to be part of their Law 
Task Group. We at the Desk met about     
RENATE and their invite as part of the Desk 
Justice work, and I did get involved in their 
Law Task Group.  In fact, one of the reasons 
I have stayed involved with RENATE is       
because we are not so much involved in 
human trafficking work in Ireland, but we are 
involved in the English province.   

Where is Justice going in the North              
East Province?      

Brian: I would imagine that what we are now 
learning is that advocacy is a group effort.  
To make a difference is huge, but it is slow 
work, it doesn’t happen overnight. One of 
the obstacles is that there is a closing down 
of civil society spaces so that there isn’t the 
room we used to have. Governments don’t 
tolerate opinions of civil society, even if they 
depend on them for their services. E.g., If 
we want to make noise about the SDGs, 
Governments will give you their ear but then 
they don’t follow through. If you look at   
England for example, we have noticed over 
time that there is a huge number of food-
banks all around the Midlands and the      
Sisters there are now working a lot to       
prepare meals and deliver food not just      
solely to homeless people.  

As the Presentation Sisters continue to work 
to sustain their mission, some of my work is 
about representing the Sisters in a space 
where they should be, knowing what they 
would like to contribute so they know that if 
they cannot do it, Brian is out there doing 
their bit.   

The Sisters are full of ideas, even if it’s a 
case that their physical energy doesn’t 
match their ability to actually carry out    
everything .  Because they are that bit older  
they are a force and an agent for change – 
they are an inspiration, and that is a vital 
part of the work.     

I think that part of my work is being willing to 
be inspired, as well as trying to inspire if that 
is possible. The two go hand-in-hand.            
I stand back, and I look at a Sister and I 
could say, there is someone with a huge fire!  
She is there for the person who comes in 
her door and who really needs help, and she 
is advocating in her own way for whatever is 

needed. I can see that passion is there with 
lots of the Sisters. For example, you will  
already know the incredible work of the    
Sisters in the South West province who 
have contributed to the regeneration of an 
area of bog in Lixnaw, North Co. Kerry. (The 
Lixnaw Bog Project). The Sisters recog-
nised that the bog needed to rest despite 
the practical and personal implications of 
needing to heat their homes. They were 
committed to this action otherwise (as they 
explained) we are defeating the purpose of 
what we are talking about. We are not    
practicing what we preach. 

They explained to the local community that 
they were doing this because it was the right 
thing to do. In the local school, all of a     
sudden they were learning about the SDGs 
in relation to their bog. As a result of this    
action by the Sisters, this portion of Lixnaw 
bog is regenerating, and others are now 
saying we should do the same. 

My point is that all this good work that is 
happening has two feet – if one foot does 
the work, the other foot needs to be able to 
advocate and say look, we are making some 
sort of change. If policy doesn’t change then 
the situation that people are in will never 
change.  We can make the change by doing 
the work on the ground, by helping the    
people in need, but we are also advocating 
for change so that people will no longer 
need the help, and can do for themselves. 
That’s the point of it.   

Look at the charism of Nano Nagle. It was       
radical thinking, and her actions that made 
change, because she also campaigned as 
well as providing a service. She spoke up 
for change and that is what we have to do. 
That is all part of the IPA work and the      
Human Rights work. It is campaigning for 
the change as well as physically on the 
ground doing the change.  

Tell us something about building a 
bridge between the global & the local?      

Brian: In 2017 I was in the job just over a 
year, and I went to Sydney to the IPA      
Assembly. A lot of the work of the Sydney 
Assembly was deciding on what would be 
the new structure, new processes and new 
commitments of the IPA. New focus areas 
for the work of the IPA were agreed at this 
Assembly, with a global and local commit-
ment to Care for the Earth, Women and 
Children, and Indigenous Peoples. The IPA 
with their new Executive Director, Sr. Ann 

‘Lighting a huge Lantern’ …/ 
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https://www.sparkchange.ie/project/the-lixnaw-bog/%23:~:text=In%201875%20the%20Presentation%20Sisters,to%20the%20'Sisters%20Bog'.
https://www.sparkchange.ie/project/the-lixnaw-bog/%23:~:text=In%201875%20the%20Presentation%20Sisters,to%20the%20'Sisters%20Bog'.
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Marie Quinn and her team, were given a 
mandate from the Assembly in terms of 
structural and systemic development, as 
well as fulfilment of the practical expression 
of these new areas of commitment on the 
ground. A lot of work. 

Trying to connect IPA with the local is a 
work in progress. I send out two newsletters 
a month from the Desk, one about what I am 
involved in with Ireland and England. Then 
mid-month I send out a brief that comes 
from the IPA with their news, as well as any-
thing that I am doing that is related to IPA 
work. Zoom has also offered us tremendous 
online benefits, including showing each     
other’s work in a much more collaborative 
way.  There is a natural sense of community, 
and a sense of us all being in this together.  
The work is also about putting people in 
touch with each other, and about new     
opportunities, all in service of moving our 
message ahead and bringing it to a wider 
audience or to a new ear, to somebody who 
might make a little bit of difference, or a little 
bit of noise or bring a new perspective to it. 

For example, I work with ATD (All Together 
in Dignity), and we developed an App        
that could be used in schools around      
sharing lived testimony by those who are 
furthest behind. I had never heard these 
people speak – people who might have 
been in care, people who are drug addicts, 
people who have had their children taken 
away from them, people who are in prison. 
All of these people were describing what it 
was like to be left behind.  When you hear it, 
it is like somebody just woke you out of your 
sleep, and you are thinking why aren’t we 
listening to these people?   

Did you always have a huge heart for        
justice? 

Brian: I was part of the Society of St.        
Vincent De Paul for 25 years and I was their 
Vice President in Dublin. They are involved 
in so many different works. I was also for 30 
years (and still am) involved in Sunshine 
House in  Balbriggan. We take children 
away on holidays who wouldn’t get a holiday 
by virtue of their circumstance. I am also the 
chairperson of a Community After School’s 
Project in the city centre in town and I have 
been since 1995, working with people in the 
inner city for 30 years. I know the ‘ins and 
outs’ of managing community projects, but 
this job is about using the other foot –about 
creating the space for advocacy that can be 

‘Lighting a huge Lantern’ … Ctd/ 

done at a new and different level – not just     
rhetoric. 

Because of the IPA’s work over the past 5 years, 
in particular, I have got into spaces where I 
would never have been. I have been in UN   
spaces presenting at the Commission for the 
Council for the Status of Women (CSW) on     
behalf of RENATE. I have been at the UN High 
Level Political Forum (HLPF) presenting at a side 
event talking about Challenge to Change last 
July, with the whole world looking in. That is the 
inspiration for other children to say ‘let’s do this’. 
These are the kind of new and influential spaces 
that Presentation Justice is in.   

Tell us something about the IPA Assembly 
in Newfoundland this coming June ? 

Brian: I am the chairperson of a focus group.  
There is a lot of work to be done and a lot of 
meetings to share. There is myself, and Sr. 
Maureen O’Connell from the SW and Gemma 
Thompson (Western Australia). There are three 
focus areas – Care of the Earth, I am the chair of 
that group. Women & Children is Gemma 
Thompson and Maureen is Indigenous & Tribal  
People. Each of us link in with 5-6 Justice      
Contacts. I am one Justice Contact which is a 
link between the local province and the IPA, and 
my job is to carry news back and forth from one 
to the other and also to try and figure out how 
we can make the global local, and local global.  

At our monthly meetings the Desk prioritises 
what it can do and yet we are also conscious 
that we must be grounded in our provinces.  We 
cannot just take off and be a member of the 
board of ATD, and start doing their work for 
them, that is not what it is about.  It’s only a part 
of it. We are also there committing ourselves to 
the work on behalf of Nano Nagle and on behalf 
of Presentation.  Charism is only a word unless it 
is lived.   

Charism takes on a whole new meaning when it 
becomes active. When it is in action you find the 
best in people and the best of people.   

Image: Ann Marie Quinn, pbvm (IPA Executive Director), 
attending the High Level Political Forum at the UN sitting 
in New York in July 2022. (Image courtesy of IPA website)   
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Are you hopeful for the future?   

Brian: I wrote an article once for students 
around Climate Anxiety and the only way to 
beat that is to take action. Similarly, the only 
way to increase hope is to take action.  To take 
an active participative approach to social     
justice. So absolutely I would have hope.  But 
within that hope is keeping faith, and faith is a 
huge word. It can be used to describe faith in 
people, faith in something more than ourselves, 
faith as a universal concept that we believe in, 
something much bigger than our part. Knowing 
that we have a useful part and a worthy part 
and a necessary part to play.  

I think that my job is to build the case for hope 
by doing it in action, by living out an active 
charism – it is not a passive charism – it is a 
charism that motivates, a charism that inspires, 
a charism that provokes and prompts and 
doesn’t sit still. 

From the Interprovincial Justice Desk 

Contacting the Desk: with an idea, action, event, 
article or indeed, anything else that you think might be 
worth sharing then Brian O’Toole, Director of the Justice 
Desk would love to hear from you. See HERE 

When I was at the IPA Assembly I heard about 
contemplative dialogue and the Spirit moving and 
guiding us in our decisions, and I knew very little 
about this process of discernment. There is a 
whole lot more to it. I learnt so much, that my 
preconceptions were shot in lots of ways.   

But one thing I did think about the IPA Assembly 
was, its hundreds of years of contemplative work 
that is coming out through this, and that we are 
responding today with the wisdom of the past, 
and ensuring that continuity for the future. 

It’s like lighting a huge, big lantern. Isn’t that what 
I was asked to do – isn’t that the job!  
[Thank you Brian for your time and for the generosity of 
your conversation and the rich experiences shared]. 

‘Lighting a huge Lantern’ …/ 

The Review of Ireland by the Committee on the Rights of the Child with respect to            
implementation of the Rights of the Child. (UNCRC) - 24th January 2023 

In August 2022 the Presentation Inter-
provincial Justice Desk as part of the            
International Presentation Association, in      
collaboration with other congregations, made a 
joint submission to the Committee on the 
Rights of the Child. Our submission contributed 
to the review of Ireland by the Committee 
which examines how well the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child is being implemented in 
Ireland and the steps taken by Government to 
ensure that every child’s rights are protected. 
The submission outlined concerns and recom-
mendations across five specific areas of con-
cern: 

1. Children as victims of Domestic violence. 
2. Children as victims of Human trafficking. 
3. Children living in the Direct Provision system. 
4. Right to education. 
5. Racism in schools. 
 

This joint submission was a collaborative effort 
by the International Presentation Association 
(IPA) with the Christian Brothers European 
Province Advocacy Office, Our Lady of  Apos-
tles Ireland, the Society of African Missions 
– Irish Province, the Cork Migrant Centre, and 
Presentation Brothers Ireland. This work was 
supported with input from local grassroots 
groups and both national & international civil 
society organisations including Barnardo's, in 
Ireland.  

You can download the IPA Joint Submission to 
the Committee on the Rights of the Child here 
and our submission to the Committee with   
respect to the rights of those children with   
families in prison can be found here. 

Prior to the first session of the Review of      
Ireland, those in Civil Society gathered in a 
small room in the Palais Wilson to plan how to 
maximise the impact of their attendance by 
sharing printed submissions with each other 
and by linking with like-minded NGOs where 
we spontaneously collaborated around social 
media and messaging.  

When the review was completed Minister O’ 
Gorman invited the entire Civil Society delega-
tion to attend a lunch meeting with him at the 
Irish Mission in Geneva to ask us to speak to 
the issues that concerned us and to help him to 
prioritise what his department should do follow-
ing the Review given that he has max. 20 
months left in the Government term. We were 
able to ask him to submit the concluding obser-
vations to the SDG Unit in the Dept. of Environ-
ment, Climate & Communications for consider-
ation in the preparation of the Irish Voluntary 
National Review, to be presented at the High 
Level Political Forum in New York, July 2023. 

See the full account of our experience HERE  

Brian O’Toole, Director of Justice Desk  

https://presentationsistersne.ie/justice-desk-ireland-england/
https://globalpres.org/
http://www.edmundrice.eu/
https://www.olaireland.ie/justice/ola-justice-desk-involved-in-the-crc-review-of-ireland/
https://www.olaireland.ie/justice/ola-justice-desk-involved-in-the-crc-review-of-ireland/
https://sma.ie/
https://corkmigrantcentre.ie/
http://www.presentationbrothers.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JEONtAbGUMw5pZAsyxyqt7U1puYPzGE_/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109781223852144505988&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Sb0WfhBWFVC5BnV2kwvQPHhAY1WfAaQo/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=109781223852144505988&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://globalpres.org/wp-content/uploads/filr/7119/CRC%20Review%20of%20Ireland%202023.pdf
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Prayer for IPA Assembly 
2023 

God of the Universe ... 
 

In this time of great vulnerability 
throughout our world  
you beckon us to create space to 
engage in deep listening.  
 

May we listen to you in silence.  
 

May we open our hearts to listen 
to the voices of one another 
and may we listen to all of Creation 
with wonder and respect. 
 

In our listening may we be guided 
to: 
 

- speak courageously, 
- love inclusively, 
- imagine creatively, 
 

and co-create a more peaceful  
and just world 

that flows from living  
a spirituality of being                      
in communion. 
 

Amen 

An IPA—Action Update 

“Listen! God of the Universe beckons…”. 

As we journey together towards the 8th International 
Presentation Association (IPA) Assembly taking place 
in St. John’s Newfoundland, & Labrador, Canada, 
from 18th to 24th June 2023, we give thanks for the 
foresight, wisdom and commitment of those founding 
Sisters who saw the value of a global voice for Justice.  

The International Presentation Association (IPA) came 
into existence thirty years ago when, in a spirit of         
contemplation the three global units of Presentation    
Sisters who met together, were overwhelmingly          
convinced that they could do more together than alone.  
This led to the formation of the International Presentation 
Association in 1988. 

In the words of the Executive Director of the IPA, Sr. Ann 
Marie Quinn referring to this 8th Assembly gathering: 

“With the Spirit of Nano beckoning us, we gather to 
strengthen bonds and deepen our commitment to act   
justly, conscious of the urgency of our times”.  

Today, the IPA continues to expand in influence, in no 
small way, through its networking and collaborations at 
the United Nations, where the IPA has been accredited 
with Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) since 
1999. This recognition gives Sisters working at          
community level, a global platform to be a more effective 
‘voice for the voiceless’.  They act as a global conscious-
ness expanded to embrace a deeper understanding of 
the relationship between vulnerable communities and the 
environment. 

The IPA Assemblies are vital in providing a forum for IPA 
Members and Presentation People around the world to  
foster unity and enable collaboration to further the       
mission of the IPA. 

The theme for this 8th IPA Assembly is: 

“Listen! God of the Universe beckons…”. 

See:  https://globalpres.org/8th-ipa-assembly/ 

Image:  Logo for the 8th IPA Assembly in St 
John’s Newfoundland & Labrador, Canada, 
June 2023. 

Climate change & indigenous women 
and girls  
The UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) is 
a high-level advisory body to the Economic & Social Council 
(ECOSOC). The 22nd session of this forum took place at UN 
HQ, New York, from 17-28 April 2023. The IPA hosted 
an event (April 27) at this forum focusing on the gender     
impact of climate change on indigenous women and relevant 
structured inequalities & discrimination they encounter.  

For further info. 
see link to IPA 
Justice Updates 

HERE 

https://globalpres.org/ipa-justice-contact-updates/
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The Project 
The PiNNacle Project was created from     
discussions with the Presentation Leadership 
Team in the NE Province, and the School of 
Education UCD in December 2018.  It was 
the result of a strong commitment to ‘support 
the development of a robust form of capacity 
building through higher education and CPD 
for staff in Presentation Schools in the Devel-
oping World’, and in particular, to support 
the education and training of women     
teachers in India and Pakistan. This was to 
ensure that the schools survive and thrive, 
and that teachers experienced the kind of 
world-class education and training that would 
have a major impact on education standards, 
student well-being and human flourishing. 
The goal of this pilot phase was also to deter-
mine the kind of leadership development and 
higher education that would best benefit 
women teachers working in these countries. 

A PiNNacle Journey  

From the outset the project was also framed 
with reference to the UN Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal 4 (SDG4) – Quality  Education, in 
the student’s own professional environment, 
but also a response to SDG5 – ‘the need for 
quality educational opportunities for women 
and girls, and their equal participation in learn-
ing and in work’.    

The creation of such an educational leader-
ship programme called for caution and        
respect as to the transferability and implemen-
tation of educational policies that originate in 
‘Western’ nations, into developing countries,  
and the need to include local indigenous 
knowledge in any such programme.           
Contextual issues were also recognised as 
important informants of the content and style 
of the programme. As a result the UCD       
research team worked closely from the very 
start with those Sisters in Ireland who have 
spent time in India and Pakistan, to gain their N
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Why would you leave your family and your home place taking only what you need for a 
‘journey’ that will last a lifetime?  Where does a passion and belief in education for all, as a 
means to changing lives, come from? What is the impact of educational development on        
cultural change?  These and many other questions came to mind as I spent some time with 
the new intake of PiNNacle Scholars during the early summer of 2022, on their final week of a 
seven-week programme designed to prepare them for academic study and independent     
research, that will be a vital part of their three-year MA (Ed) in Mentoring, Leading and Global 
Learning (2022 to 2025).  

These twelve scholars (8 Sisters and 4 Lay Teachers) came from the Provinces of India 
North, India South and Pakistan. We had a number of conversations over a two-day period 
that gave a wonderful insight into the dynamism of the project, and the inspiration for this 
‘daring initiative’. 

Image: PiNNacle Scholars with (L-R 
Back Row) Srs. Concepta O’Brien, 
Rose Gargan, Mary Hanrahan and 
Frances Murphy at a welcome event 
held in the Acorn Centre (Summer 
2022). 
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Award for PiNNacle Project  
The project received a 2022 UCD Research Impact 
Case Study Award recognising how their work has 
made a positive difference, making the world a   
better place. It was commended for empowering 
women teachers in India & Pakistan, working to 
achieve progress through the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.  See HERE 

insights into their experiences and their 
knowledge of the contexts in which the 
schools operated, as a vital source of           
programme development information.  

Masters students commenced their studies in 
UCD in September 2019. The first Masters 
PiNNacle graduation ceremony took place in 
2020, and a total of seven students graduated 
in Phase 1 of the project.   

PiNNacle Phase 2  
Phase 2 is specifically aimed at supporting 
teachers who aspire to mentoring or leader-
ship roles within their schools. Twelve           
PiNNacle Scholars (4 from Pakistan, 4 from 
India North and 4 from India South)            
commenced the new Masters Programme 
together in 2022, with the intention of graduat-
ing with Masters degrees in 2025. 

These students benefitted from a 7-week pre-

sessional programme at UCD with onsite   
seminars and workshops. Prior to this they 
had completed an induction and placement 
preparation programme online before their 
arrival in Ireland.  The final week of this first 
ever PiNNacle Summer Programme took 
place in Mount St. Anne’s Retreat and Confer-
ence Centre in July 2022 culminating in a   
PiNNacle Awards Ceremony at Mount St. 
Anne’s for those scholars who had completed 
the PiNNacle programme from 2020 to 2022 – 
four sisters and 2 lay teachers, five of whom 
were able to travel to Ireland for this period. 
(See image on previous page). 

These graduates will now provide a vital part 
of the mentoring and support community on 
the ground, for the new scholars, as they   
interact with their students and colleagues in 
their school communities, completing their MA 
through teaching provided online. This current 
intake of PiNNacle Scholars will also have  
access to expert-led seminars, study groups 
and student-led initiatives  

The MA (ED) in Mentoring, Leadership and 
Global Learning introduces students to a 
range of perspectives and approaches to 
mentoring school staff and to leading schools.   

The existence of PiNNacle provides crucial 
new knowledge on what approaches work 
best for participants and for schools in the 
developing world. PiNNacle will also give to 
the world a hugely important new body of  
research related to the UN Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals.  

January 2023 

A research field trip took place in the month of 
January to visit the PiNNacle scholars in schools in 
Delhi in India north and to Chennai in India South. 
Some of the Staff team from the UCD School of 
Education were delighted to meet the students 
again and to see them working in their Communi-
ties of Practice. By creating Communities of   
Practice in their home countries, these teachers 
are sharing ideas and acting as role models to 
highlight the powerful impact of education.  

A PiNNacle Symposium also took place in Presen-
tation Convent Senior Secondary School, Delhi 
during this visit. The importance of encouraging 
‘Student Voice’ was the theme which prompted 
general participation from the audience of          
educators who attended the event. 

Image:  (L-R) Srs. Imelda Wickham (NE Province), Amala 
Jyoti Sahaya Rani (India South), Rebecca Ashfag (Pakistan) 
and Kathleen Maguire (NE Province, ministry in Pakistan).  

Image: (L, top, p. 22) Ms. Jennifer Sohail (Pakistan) & Sr. Stemilda Cildas (India South) who successfully completed their        
PiNNacle MA (Education) for year 2020-2021. (Taken in Mount St. Anne’s, July 2022: courtesy of UCD School of Ed).  

Image: Dr. Ruth Ferris, UCD School of Ed. at PiNNacle 
Symposium in Presentation Convent Sec. School, Delhi.  

https://www.ucd.ie/research/impact/casestudies/pinnacleempoweringwomeninindiaandpakistantobecomeeducationleaders/
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In conversation  

The following are some quotes from our      
wonderful conversations with some of the  
scholars attending the PiNNacle Summer     
Programme in Mt. St. Anne’s in July 2022. 
They need no further introduction or        
explanation, as they present both the gift 
and value of this programme and the lived 
experience of the scholars as they began 
their PiNNacle Journey. 

“One of the ‘Calls’ of Our Congregational  
Gathering; what we are aiming at, is empower-
ing the women and leadership, with a high   
educational standard. This call of our          
congregation was very clear. So, to implement 
our leadership role in a better way, to a        
professional standard, this is what our expecta-
tion is.  This is the opportunity for our people 
(Sisters) it is a call for us in the congregation 
and in our province. This is why some of us 
were called for this (project) and we were     
selected. It is a congregational call now to uplift 
and empower, and to understand it within the      
education system. We are challenged to under-
stand how as Presentation, we are meant to 
fulfil our education ministry among the poorer 
children.  I am doing this because I am going to 
help others, that is what my motivation is, and I 
am keeping that flame within me”. 

~~~~~~~ 

“When we got the opportunity to visit            
Ballygriffin (Nano’s birthplace) it was another 
thing. I felt that maybe God has brought me to 
this place to feel more, to touch this holy 
ground where my founder Nano Nagle was 
born. That was another enlightening            
experience.  I feel more connected now to the 
Presentation family and I could imagine, when I 
sat in the chapel and saw the view of that 
mountain that Nano was climbing and jumping 
and playing. Such a great woman. That I am 
being part of her – this legacy”.   

~~~~~~~ 

“If we know how to run the school, then we 
need to know how to bring changes. [ … ] I am 
hoping that this programme will help me in 
some way to bring change within my person, to 
bring a shift, and I hope it will help the school – 
to collaborate along with the teachers and    
students to bring about some changes”.  

 ~~~~~~~ 

“It was really a blessing for me to get this     
international platform because I know, being a 
teacher, that things are changing.  It is really 
challenging nowadays […] So I am happy that I 
am updating myself and that I will return with 
more knowledge that I can impart to my      
students – the youth who are waiting for me.      
I am enlightened with so many ideas, so many 
ways of learning which are very new, and 
which I am acquiring from UCD, and that will 
remain with me and that I will try to apply to my 
teaching in the future years”. 

~~~~~~~ 

“I wish to empower myself and others in the 
field of education, through participation in this 
programme, by providing a quality education 
and a different outlook, as a result of broaden-
ing my own education, so that change can   
happen for the coming generations of these 
children I work with. I feel privileged to          
discover this academic style of doing. Carrying 
Nano’s flame. 

The students I work with in my ministry are 
children at the railway stations – they work as 
professional beggars; others gather plastic 
from the rubbish piles and sell it for a living.  
Presentation has been ministering with these 
children for 25 years now through education, in 
order to provide them with some form of a    
dignified life. This has had some impact but 
more needs to happen to make change       
happen”. 

~~~~~~~ 

“I would really like to thank the Sisters from the 
North East Province –I feel that this is a daring 
step they have taken, this is selfless service I 
see here. Like uplifting the people of other 
countries – that is something - going the extra 
mile” … At Nano’s grave, I just talked to her, 
though she is up in the Heaven – I said to her 
what a marvellous woman you are, so many 
throughout the globe - we can see the Presen-
tation Sisters and Friends of Nano and the    
other people who are with us.  So I said, we all 
can do, if she was able to do – I can also do it.  
The spark is still there”.   

A PiNNacle Journey … ctd/   

Thank you Rebecca, Radha, Nisha, Myra, Leema 
Rose, Jeyarsi, Beena, Amala, Famini, Nirmala, 
and Nova for so generously sharing your time 
and experience through these brief conversa-
tions, and for the inspiration that they are. 
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The Church will be complete  

Neither the nature nor the name is chang-
ing—it remains the Synod of Bishops—but 
the composition of the participants in the 
October 2023 General Assembly in the 
Vatican on the theme of synodality is set to 
change, since a sizeable group of "non-

bishop" members will also take part. 

These 70 individuals will include lay people 
appointed directly by the Pope, 50 percent 
of whom shall be women and among whom 
shall be included several young people. All 
70 will enjoy voting rights at the Assembly, 
which will consist of around 370 voting 
members out of more than 400 total        
participants.  

These represent the main changes         
introduced by Pope Francis for the Synod    
Assembly, which will seal the synodal path 
he himself launched in the Autumn of 
2021. 

The changes were presented by Cardinal 
Mario Grech, Secretary General of the 
Secretariat for the Synod, and Cardinal 
Jean-Claude Hollerich, the Synod’s       
General Relator.  “This is not a revolution 
but an important change," they specified at 
a press conference at the Holy See Press 
Office. 

The 70 non-bishop members will be      
chosen by the Pope from a list of 140     

prepared by the 7 International          
Reunions of Bishops' Conferences and 
the Assembly of Patriarchs of Eastern 
Catholic Churches. 

They shall represent “various group-
ings of the faithful of the people of God 
(priests, consecrated women, deacons, 
lay faithful)”. Speaking about the       
requirement for half of the 70 to be 
women and the presence of young 
people, the Cardinals said this is so 
“because that is the way our world is."  

The five women religious and five men 
religious elected by their respective 
organisations of Superiors General 
(UISG, for women religious; and, USG, 
for male religious) will also be eligible 
to vote. These 10 men and women   
religious replace the ten clerics of the 
Institutes of Consecrated Life who     
attended in past Synod Assemblies. 

Also for the first time there will be    
bishops represented at the Assembly  
from countries that do not have an 
Episcopal Conference. Cardinal        
Hollerich added that his Archdiocese of 
Luxembourg is one of them, along with 
Estonia and Moldova. In conclusion, the 
two Cardinals agreed that "the Church 
will be more complete, and it will be a 
joy to have her represented in her    
entirety in Rome."  (See: HERE). 

C
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Synod: Laymen and laywomen eligible 
to vote at General Assembly 

https://www.synod.va/en/news/some-news-for-the-october-2023-assembly.html?
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It arose from the call that the Holy Father made 
to the entire Church to carry out the Synod of 
Synodality, with the intention of taking it also to 
digital environments, so that no one is excluded 
from the synodal process, and no one is left with-
out the possibility of being heard. or to give his 
contribution to the Church, even if he does not 
move in the face-to-face institutions. That is why 
it is, so to speak, as a complementary part of the 
face-to-face synodal activity in the digital world.  
It is born from the two great principles of Pope 
Francis: to be an outgoing Church and to go to 
the existential peripheries 

It is aimed at that part of the People of God that 
does not participate in the institutions, but that 
will be able and will want to live this process if it 
has some way of accessing it and it is properly 
presented to them.  

It is about, then, going to those people who       
certainly have a physical life and a domicile in a 
geographical location, and many go to Mass on 
Sundays, but their ecclesial centre of gravity is 
not in a specific parish, and they do not feel 

linked to a face-to-face community, but rather a 
virtual one.  

The objective that the Catholic "influencers" 
and other missionaries present in digital         
environments want to add their work to that of 
the entire Church so that those who do not   
participate in the life of parishes and other   
ecclesial institutions still have the possibility of 
being heard, and this voice reaches the Synod. 

The project was created by the RIIAL 
(Information Technology Network of the 
Church in Latin America), an institution found-
ed by the Pontifical Council for Social Commu-
nications (PCCS) and CELAM (Latin American 
Episcopal Council) in 1992.)  

You are invited to read the final document     
tinyurl.com/27vznyv6 of the digital synod with 
an open heart and mind, and to consider how 
you can continue to contribute to the ongoing 
process of synodality in your own context.  
See:  https://www.sinododigital.com/us 

The Digital Synod—
what it is 

Prayer for Laudato Sí Week: 21 to 28 May 

Holy Spirit, You are God’s presence in our hearts, bringing life, love and joy, like a 
caring Mother. 

You are in singing birds, hidden in vegetation, in the subtle fragrance of inconspicu-
ous flowers… You are a Mystery, invisible, but powerfully influencing our life.       
We open our hearts to You. 

Please inspire us and give us wisdom, courage, and hope. Let us make use of our 
various talents and Your gifts. Please teach us patience, kindness, faithfulness,   
gentleness, and self-control. Guide us the right way and teach us to love You,     
others, and ourselves. Please help us to work together in peace and respect every 
person, regardless of all the differences between us, but also to respect nature and 
everything else you have created for us. Let us always remember about our dignity 
of being Your children and about our freedom to serve others, like Jesus.  Amen 

(Prayer by Sylwia Ufnalska, Laudato Si’ Animator) 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F27vznyv6%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR00QC_NusFSFOZjhjh2t1uAInjFvH_8_ZJ5PN0oq4DENsNj-9FuU0xc-bI&h=AT2_TYLJwFcQbBughed---GTQuolyFuGXi4unbkDdlSqzvNIfN7JoqPDLXLxJQnCM6QXWKwe828xzhwewZ8LjLDVgvLXgpFVZ_ucxmFPhlNxD8mwr3XIG
https://www.sinododigital.com/us
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Image:  Presentation Sisters present at the profession of Marion O’Raw in her parish of St Agnes’ in Crumlin, Dublin. 

Words are not enough  
Words are not enough to express my thanks to 
all the Presentations Sisters and Communities 
for all their lovely cards, gifts, flowers and      
prayers. It was a beautiful day filled with many 
blessings. My family and friends felt very        
welcome and enjoyed chatting with everyone.  

A special thank you to the leadership team for all 
their support and guidance over the years, and 
to Srs. Mary Hanrahan and Mary Brennan who 
have been a great support to me from the very 
beginning of my journey with the Presentation 

Sisters. I would also like to say a very special 
word of thanks to Sr. Pauline who organised the 
beautiful table arrangements and to Sr. Breeda 
who journeyed with me over the last five years. 
In day to day life we hardly realise that we       
receive a great deal more than we give, and that 
it is only with gratitude, that life becomes rich.  

Thank you all for making my life richer with your 
presence and prayers." 

Sr. Marion O’Raw 

Lights for the Path 

Lights for the Path intro-
duces a range of hidden 
treasures from the 
Catholic tradition, men 
and women who, across 
the centuries and in  
diverse contexts, have 
illuminated how Chris-
tians can read and     
respond to the world.  

The author demon-
strates the enduring 

relevance of their example and wisdom for the 
philosophy and practice of Catholic education 
today.  

These remarkable and inspirational people, 
from educators to poets and prophets,         
including Maximus the Confessor, Hildegard of 
Bingen, Bonaventure, Edith Stein and           
Elizabeth Jennings as well as Paulo Freire, 

Étienne Gilson, Marshall McLuhan and 
Walter Ong, left a lasting legacy.  

About the author 

John Sullivan was professor of Christian     
education from 2002—2013 at Liverpool 
Hope University, where he is now     
emeritus professor. He is the author and 
editor of nine books.  

The witnesses Sullivan calls upon       
illuminate in unique ways the very      
human experiences on the journey of 
following Christ, and each casts light on 
what is profoundly important in providing 
Catholic education that is both            
distinctive and inclusive.  

 

Published by Veritas Books and   
available from good booksellers.  
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On Saturday, 11th March 2023 a new       
pilgrimage route in the South East of Ireland 
was formally launched.  

The route was built on the ancient links   
between Ferns in Wexford and St. David’s in 
Wales. Aidan (Ireland) did his internship with 
David (Wales) before setting up his          
monastery in Ferns. 

This new pilgrimage route is just one of    
several new paths which are opening up in 
Ireland.  

Pilgrimage is sometimes defined as           
“an intentional journey to a place of spiritual 
significance”. The practice is almost as old 
as history. In Ireland the pilgrim journey has 
strong historic resonance with medieval 
penitents journeying to Lough Derg and 
Glendalough, while others visited Skellig 
Michael or climbed Croagh Patrick. 

Despite this long pilgrim tradition, there was, 
until relatively recently, little footfall on      
Ireland’s pilgrim trails. But the gathering of a 
group of volunteers (in 2013) under the title 
of Pilgrim Paths Ireland, has greatly        
increased footfall on these paths. Pilgrim 
Paths Ireland oversees the development and 
promotion of Ireland's medieval pilgrimage 
paths, and consists of twelve community C
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groups supporting specific paths. They have 
developed an annual Pilgrim Paths Week 
each year, with events running all over the 
country. Pilgrim Paths Week 2023 runs 
from April 7th to 16th. 

Pilgrimage Today  
“On Sunday two of the disciples walked to a village called Emmaus, which was 
about seven miles from Jerusalem and Jesus joined them on the way”.            
(Luke 24: 13—49) 

 

Irish Pilgrim Paths Summer 2023 

It is now possible to join a section of fully-

guided walk along one of Ireland’s pilgrim 
paths, with all logistics taken care of.          

Participants may book for some or all of the 
walks. The arrangements can be booked  
individually with the local organisers as fol-
lows: 

June 17 &18: St Finbarr’s Pilgrim Path,      
Drimoleague,                                            
Bantrydavidross316@gmail.com  

June 19:  Cnoc an dTobar Pilgrim Mountain, 
Cahersiveen skelligkerry@gmail.com  

 June 20: Cosán na Naomh, Ventry, Dingle, 
foh@udaras.ie  

June 22: St Kevin’s Way, Hollywood,      
Glendaloughpilgrimage@gmail.com  

June 24: Tochar Phádráig, Ballintubber      
Abbey, info@ballintubberabbey.ie  

mailto:Bantry%20%20davidross316@gmail.com
mailto:skelligkerry@gmail.com
mailto:foh@udaras.ie
mailto:Glendaloughpilgrimage@gmail.com
mailto:info@ballintubberabbey.ie
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Studying Pilgrimage 

Sr. Bernadette Flanagan is currently supervising 
a project which is investigating the potential to 
develop four new micro pilgrimage routes in the 
South East.  

The project is being researched by Liz Murray, a 
doctoral student, who is one of a number of 
postgraduate students at South East Technolog-
ical University (SETU) to be awarded the Irish 
Research Council’s Government of Ireland Post-
graduate Scholarship 2022. The project is 
called: ‘More than Rucksack and Hiking Boots: 
An Investigation of Spiritual Practices which can 
enrich the Experience of Pilgrims walking       
Pilgrimage Routes in the South East of Ireland’. 

Liz hopes to develop one-day pilgrim routes. By 
involving local, returned Camino de Santiago 
pilgrims as co-researchers, she will explore how 
new and more innovative and attractive types of 
pilgrim routes, enhanced by a wide menu of 
spiritual activities. 

This project hopes to kick-start an ever-
expanding network of pathways in the south 
east of Ireland, mirroring the international travels 
of Irish monks in early medieval Ireland. Local 
businesses will benefit from visiting pilgrims 
needing food, accommodation, and guides, 
while other heritage and leisure attractions will 
also benefit from the increased activity. 

Liz Murray is familiar with the Camino de        
Santiago since 2003, as both a pilgrim and a 

volunteer. Her 2016 Master of Arts in Applied 
Spirituality research revitalised the pilgrimage 
to St. Begnet’s monastic site in Dalkey (Co. 
Dublin). 

Satish Kumar and Pilgrimage 

Sr. Bernadette Flanagan has been working 
with the planning & development group for the 
new Ferns – Pembrokeshire pilgrim path for 
the past two years.  

During the launch of the route on 11/12 March 
in Enniscorthy (see image above), the one    
hundred and sixty gathered delegates had the 
privilege of hearing 86-yr old Satish Kumar 
share the impact of pilgrimage on his own spir-
ituality. Satish Kumar has been a pilgrim ever 
since at the age of eight he joined a brother-
hood of wandering Jain monks in his native 
India. Later he walked the length and breadth 
of India with Gandhi’s successor Vinoba 
Bhave, persuading many landowners to donate 
a portion of their lands to the poor. In the 
1960s he made an 8,000-mile pilgrimage for 
nuclear disarmament, which included walking 
over the Himalayas to Paris via Moscow. For 
Satish today, being on a pilgrimage doesn’t 
mean travelling from one place to another - it 
means a state of mind, a state of fearlessness. 
Today’s pilgrim is called to leave dwelling  
places of fear, anxiety, doubt and worry; and 
enter on the great adventure into the unknown 
with courage.   

Sr. Bernadette Flanagan 

Image:  At the International Pilgrimage Symposium in Enniscorthy: Phil and 
Elaine Brennan, Waterford Camino Tours; Rory O'Mahony, Wexford County 
Council; David Pepper, Pilgrim Officer Pembrokeshire; Bernadette      
Flanagan, SETU University; John G O'Dwyer, Pilgrim Paths Ireland, Satish 
Kumar, ecologist & peace campaigner; Guy Hayward, British Pilgrim Trust; 
Siobhan McGovern, Ancient Connections; Mike Cavanagh, Pembrokeshire, 
County Council. (Courtesy of Pilgrim Paths Facebook Page) 

Image:  Liz Murray is familiar with 
the Camino de Santiago since 2003. 
(See ‘Studying Pilgrimage’ below). 
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In 2014, when Russian forces invaded eastern 
Ukraine, artist Oleksandr Klymenko travelled to 
the front lines to support the battalions there. 
While there, he noticed the thousands of wooden 
boxes being used to transport ammunition. What 
becomes of those, he asked the soldiers. “Mostly 
we use them as firewood,” they said. 
“Sometimes as simple furniture.” 

Mr. Klymenko had a different idea: to use them 
as canvases for art. Going back to his studio that 
day with an empty box, he wrote an icon of the 
Mother of God.  Fifteen years later with his artist 
wife Sofia Atlantova they decided they wanted to 
use the ammo boxes to tell a story about the   
horror of war. They chose icons as their vehicle 
not only because of their personal passion for 
them, but because they felt that icons were a    
language that Ukrainians would understand.  

To take these objects that inspire feelings of 
dread and paint an icon on it, is for Klymenko to 
transform them, indeed, to resist the very ideas 

that they inspire. “These icons are        
supposed to be about showing the resur-
rection of peace and love and also Jesus,” 
Mr. Klymenko explains.         

Heading 
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Transforming objects of death into life 

“Jesus is here, and he is talking to you.”  

Mr. Klymenko and Ms. Atlantova are also    
committed to making that sense of resurrection 
more tangible in their country, by donating 
sales from the icons to fund mobile hospitals, 
so that soldiers and civilians injured far from 
the nearest cities might be saved.  

Today, he notes, there are “hundreds and   
hundreds of wagons” filled with ammo boxes 
and weapons travelling across Ukraine. “There 
is no real word for how scary, how horrific that 
is.” And in the face of that, what he’s trying to 
capture is the greater audacity of our Christian 
faith. “This is more like Easter joy, Easter     
happiness,” he explains. “Jesus is back. The 
resurrection took place.” He also hopes his 
icons can be a source of encouragement for all 
those who struggle. “I’m not just trying to show 
the position of Ukraine but to speak across all 
countries,” he says. His goal is “to show that 
this war is going to end, like any other wars. As 
always, evil will be defeated by God.”  

See HERE 

“His mercy is from age to age” 

The  World Day for Grandparents & the Elderly is on 23 July 
2023. Pope Francis chose as this year's theme “His mercy 
is from age to age” (Lk 1:50), which expresses the link with 
World Youth Day, 1-6 August 2023, in Lisbon, Portugal. The 
World Youth Day's theme “Mary arose & went with 
haste” (Lk 1:39) shows us, the young Mary who sets out to 
go & find her elderly cousin Elizabeth and who loudly      
proclaims, in the Magnificat, the strength of the alliance   
between young and old. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FrJamesMartin/posts/pfbid0yBrxeXVptWqe6gZy3k1L51CMnYPaSUHLZ59g1Wxva42yLQyHG2q2CHhfyWiH8GFcl
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Remembering our Sisters who have died: We remember and give thanks for the life, ministry, support, 
friendship and blessing that the lives of each of our Sisters have gifted to so many during their life’s journey. May 
we remember that although we are separated for a time, we will all rejoice one day when we are reunited together 
in God’s presence.  May they rest in joy and peace.  Amen. 

I would like to say thanks to all the Sisters and 
the Communities who reached out to me and the 
Purcell Family at the time of the unexpected 
death of JohnJoe (my brother). 

The family remarked how grateful they were for 
your presence and support.  

Although it is challenging, I find comfort in the 
fact that so many of you showed support and am 
grateful for the loving sense of community.  

Thanks.  

Sr. Bernadette Purcell (Lumiere, Inchicore) 

-oOo- 
 

On behalf of the Miley family, I want to thank you 
all for the support and care shown to us during 
the death of our sister Patsy Miley. May her    
gentle soul rest in peace. 

Sr. Maureen Miley (Carlow) 

-oOo- 
 

Thank you for all the prayers and cards so   
gratefully received from the Sisters.   
 

Sr. Anne Nevin (Clondalkin) 
 

                    -oOo- 

In appreciation ... Butterflies  
Life is a thing of many stages and moving parts. 
What we do with ease at one time of life we can 
hardly manage at another.  

What we could not fathom doing when we were 
young, we find great joy in when we are old. Like 
the seasons through which we move, life itself is a 
never-ending series of harvests, a different fruit for 
every time. 

The skill of life, of course, lies in harvesting well and 
harvesting always, in taking the best that life has to 
give at any stage, in being patient with ourselves 
along our way.  

The Sufi tell a story about what happens when we 
force things: Once upon a time, the story goes, a 
seeker found a cocoon resting quietly. Intent on 
seeing the butterfly within, the seeker held the    
cocoon in loving hands, breathed warm breath up-
on it and watched with excitement as the butterfly 
emerged. But hardly had the newly hatched beauty 
spread its wings then it died. “Why did my butterfly 
die?” the seeker asked the Holy One. “To teach 
you a lesson.” the Holy One said. “Everything can 
be born in due time; nothing can be rushed.” 

The secret of life is to let every segment of it       
produce its own yield at its own pace. Every period 
has something new to teach us:  

This can save us from ourselves. This can stop us 
from forcing butterflies before their time. This can 
make the harvest full. 
 

(Adapted from a piece by Joan Chittister, OSB from The 
Monastery Almanac). 
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Who we are  
Living in these times of great uncertainty 

We dwell in possibility 

Faithful to the promise of the fullness of life.  
 

“I have come that you may have life and have it to the full”.  (John 10:10)  
 

Called to live as consecrated women, we strive to witness to joyful, reflective, 
compassionate service, constantly calling ourselves to be aware of, and where 
possible to help those who find themselves on the edge, forgotten and neglected.    
 

 

“The quality of our presence, our prayerfulness, and the gift of our lives, are of untold value for            
Presentation life and mission” ~ Our Way of Life, C11.  
 

We are sustained in our commitment by our contemplative practices, and our life and relationships in community. 

(An extract from the Vision Statement, of the Leadership Team, NE Province - August 2020). 
 

Together with Presentation People everywhere, we continue to share in the dream of Nano Nagle (Founder of the 
Presentation Congregation) to: 
 

Live Contemplatively ~ Walk Lightly on the Earth ~ Witness Prophetically 
(Our Congregational Gathering, (CG2018). 

Words & Deeds 

The motto inscribed on the Nagle family’s coat of arms was ‘Not Words 
But Deeds’. Nano Nagle and the Presentation People who followed her 
example have always taken these words to heart. This motto can be said 
to sum up almost two hundred and fifty years of active ministry & mission 
as Presentation Sisters spread across Ireland, and eventually to other 
parts of the world. Wherever the Sisters went, they responded in practical 
ways to address the needs of those kept poor. They continue this out-
reach today. Presentation Sisters are currently present in 24 countries. 

Contact Us 
Presentation Sisters North 
East Province (Ireland) 
 

Presentation Provincialate 

Acorn Centre 

Warrenmount 
Blackpitts 

Dublin  
D08 W2X8 

 

Phone: 01 416 6010 

Fax: 01 416 5787 

Email: 
secretary@presprone.com 

www.presentationsistersne.ie 

Social Media Links 
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Friends of Nano Group 

@WhatAboutTheBees 

Sharing Words & Deeds 

If you have enjoyed reading this magazine, please feel free to share your 
copy with someone else who may not be familiar with the life of Presen-
tation people.  As a new reader, if this is your first contact with Presenta-
tion Sisters (North East Province) please also visit our website or follow 
us on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram using the links on this page (these 
are already live and active on the E-copy of this magazine by clicking on 
the logos).  The E-version of this quarterly magazine is also available to 
read online on our website. 

List of Contributors to this issue: 
The  Leadership Team, Ann Marie Quinn pbvm, Bernadette Flanagan pbvm, Brian 
O’Toole (Interprovincial Justice Desk), Bríd Ní Dhomhnaill pbvm, de Lourdes 
Breen pbvm, Ciara Fogarty (Past Pupil, Scoil Mhuire Clondalkin), Éilish Heaney 
pbvm (Pakistan), Frances Crowe pbvm, Imelda Kane pbvm, Geraldine Mulvihill 
(Principal, Our Lady’s College Greenhills), Imelda Wickham pbvm, Marion O’Raw 
pbvm, Presentation Srs Drogheda, UCD School of Education, Vera Moonan (Past 
Pupil, Presentation Drogheda), Margaret Agnew (Communications Officer, NEP).  

Presentation Sisters 

https://presentationsistersne.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/117826405289591/
https://www.facebook.com/WhatAboutTheBees/
https://www.facebook.com/presentationsistersnortheastireland
https://twitter.com/PresSisNE
https://www.instagram.com/womenofwelcominghearts/

