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1t with Creation

At the heart of our
movement lies:

A partnership with
the Divine

we attend to God
each day and our
actions are informed
by that commitment.

A passion for the
poorest

we stand with the
poorest in society.

A covenant with
creation

honouring all of
creation, we live and
promote sustainable
lives.

A newsletter to
connect everyone
who is drawn to
Nano Nagle.

A sharing of ideas
and a deepening
understanding of
Nano and her
impact in our lives
- locally and
globally.

Nano’s Echo

Newsletter of the Friends of Nano

A Spirit-led initiative of the International Congregation of Presentation Sisters (Union)

which celebrates and promotes the charism of Nano Nagle in new and creative ways

SEPTEMBER 2024

To everything there is a Season .... Ecclesiastes 3:1

Introducing our new
International Animator

We are delighted to introduce the new International Animator
for Friends of Nano. Karen Sacre is the Coordinator for PBVM
Union Friends of Nano in America and has been on the formation
team. She is already a familiar face and voice to most of the
Coordinators and Link Sisters, attending a regular schedule of international Zoom
meetings that, for Karen, begin as early as 4 am. You may recognize her as a
contributor to Nano’s Echo, and for over three years, she has been the English
proofreader. Her long association with Presentations began as a student at school
and formalized in 2012 when she became an Associate.

Every Friday, Karen participates in the Interfaith Welcome Coalition ministry for
asylum seekers passing through her city. She has lived and worked in many different
countries and cultures and taught English as a second language, so she is a great
communicator who understands the needs of our rich diversity. Karen has agreed to
a three-year term which will start 01 October 2024 and finish 30 September 2027.
She has already started fine-tuning the way we communicate with each other,
making it easier when there are changes to the leadership team. You may have
noticed there has been an e-mail address change. You may
reach her at FONAnimator@gmail.com. Thank you, Karen, for
accepting the role and we wish you blessings in abundance
and assure you of our unconditional support.

Karen Sacre

Mary-Ann Greaney

New Zealand

On September 7”’, a great number of Presentation People - Friends of Nano,
Associates, and Presentation Sisters joined an International Zoom to welcome Karen
to her new role. We had 59 ‘screens’ with several hosting more :
than one person. The South India Province incorporated the
Zoom as part of their gathering in Goa. Many who could not
attend the zoom sent blessings and good wishes. The video
recording of the Zoom is available for you to ‘meet Karen’ and
bid farewell to Mary-Ann. Click on the emblem to access the
video (24 Minutes).

Nisha Francis, new Coordinator for Pakistan
Friends of Nano, has compiled a PowerPoint
telling her story. Click on emblem to view.
We always welcome hearing your story: when
and how did you first encounter Nano Nagle?



mailto:FONAnimator@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/3zqEi2V
https://bit.ly/3Xng6Gw
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The challenges of education in Pakistan by Rehana Mehnga, PBVM, and Carol Sohail

In Pakistan, where 97% of the population is Muslim, the education system presents
significant challenges. Schools are divided into three types: expensive private schools
for the wealthy, missionary schools like Presentation schools that are costly and hard
to access, and government schools, which are nearly free but overcrowded and
under-resourced.

In government schools, students of all religions must study Islam, while in missionary
schools, Christian students have the option to study Ethics instead of Islamiyat.

“ Despite their religious foundation, Presentation schools face high fees and tough

| admissions, making them inaccessible to many. However, they provide employment
opportunities for Christian teachers and workers without discrimination.

Many children, especially from poor families, are unable to attend school and are instead forced into child labour,
with young girls often working under harsh conditions. The education system is further strained by frequent
school closures due to the unstable political and social climate, making it even harder for families, particularly
Christians, to access quality education. Amidst these challenges, the Friends of Nano (FON) in Pakistan remain
dedicated to Nano’s mission of educating children. They focus on nurturing children’s faith. During June, FON
members particularly honour the Sacred Heart, preparing children for their First Holy Communion and engaging
them in Bible study through stories and hymns. Their work reflects a commitment to providing spiritual and
educational support despite the obstacles.

Passion for the Poorest

Talitha Kum - 15 years of global impacl wew zestand

Earlier this year, | had the privilege of attending the General Assembly of
Talitha Kum in Sacrofano, Rome. The event - “Journeying Together to End
Human Trafficking: Compassion in Action for Transformation” - brought
together 173 delegates from 90 countries, united in the fight against human
trafficking and modern-day slavery. This experience was profoundly
meaningful for me both as a Friend of Nano and as a religious education
teacher. The listening circles, where we shared, listened and discerned
together, were particularly impactful. The presence of the Holy Spirit was
S palpable, weaving through our conversations with respect and love. This
b Vv=d : /§ ) gathering reinvigorated my hope, reaffirming that every action we take
NZ delegates: L-R Jeanette Atabelo, contributes to the global effort of ending modern slavery. It was inspiring to
Maria Cimperman, RSCJ, witness the Church in action and share resources across networks. | am
Catherine Jones, SMSM. eager to continue working with our team, confident we can have a
meaningful impact in our community.
In Aotearoa New Zealand, alongside Noreen McGrath, PBVM, and Veronica Casey, PBVM, we collaborate to raise
awareness about modern-day slavery within the Church, schools, and broader communities. Together, we strive to
educate and inspire action, ensuring the issue remains a priority in our collective efforts to promote justice and
dignity for all.
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Nano Nagle’s birthplace: Ballygriifin oy Lois Greene, pavm (Ballygriffin)

The 50" Anniversary of the purchase, by the Presentation Sisters,

of Nano Nagle’s Birthplace from the Cronin family, was celebrated in Ballygriffin on
Friday, April 26™. Sister Anthony Maloney, Superior of the Convent in Cloyne in 1974
was the main instigator of this move. She contacted Presentation Sisters all over the
world for financial help to have the Nagle land returned to us. The date was specially
chosen - the anniversary of Nano Nagle’s death in 1784.

It was a delight to welcome the Congregational Leadership Team, Sisters, Friends of
Nano, a group of Presentation Educators from Australia, and many local people. The Killavullen Art Group helped
decorate the Centre and photos were displayed showing fifty years of change. There were letters and emails of

any of whom had lived, worked, and/or

visited here at one time.

All were welcomed by Sr. Sheila Kelleher, Chair of the Board
of Management. Sr. Julie Watson gave an historical account
of the growth of the birthplace with encouragement to all to
live the message of Nano for our time. The service of prayer,
readings, and meaningful songs was led by the South-West
Spirituality Commission and the local community. Sr. Sharon §§
Fagan thanked everyone who participated in such a life-giving §
afternoon. Teachers of Cuisle Avondhu Music - Rose O’Leary,
Ciaran Tracey, and Meadhbh O’Leary - entertained at the
social and increased the joy-filled atmosphere with their
tunes. Click on picture to the right to download the video (50 Minutes).

SPIRITUALITY
HERITAGE
ECOLOGY S =

Nano’s statue in Franciscan Church, Cork. This sculpture was placed in St. Francis
Church around 2014. It was commissioned by Fr. Eugene Barrett, OFM, who would
have been Guardian/Leader in the Community at the time and linked to Nano being
made Venerable and her connections with the Franciscans in Cork. It was outside this
church that she fell, on her way home from visiting her schools, just prior to her death.
The artist, Anthony Lawless, is from Ireland.

O,

You may recall we used this photo as the ‘Answers’ link for the July Crossword.

Thank you, Mary T. Brien, PBVM, & Jessica Cull (Nano Nagle Place) for your research.
Nano Nano Nagle Place, in Cork, Ireland, is delighted to share the Nano Nagle Icon
elLearning resource, a unique digital platform that invites students and adults
Na Ie to explore Nano Nagle's life and legacy in a new and inspiring way. This
g innovative tool allows you to delve into the iconic representation of Nano

Elm Nagle, founder of the Presentation Sisters, through interactive and visually

engaging content.

Thanks to the generous support of the Presentation Sisters, we have brought the resource to life, offering a
deeper connection to Nano's mission and values. The eLearning resource is designed to enrich our understanding
of Nano Nagle’s enduring impact on education, social justice, and spirituality.

By exploring the icon, learners can uncover the profound symbolism embedded in the artwork and connect with
Nano's story in a meaningful way. Whether you are a student, an educator, or simply interested in Nano Nagle's
remarkable legacy, this resource is perfect for individual
exploration or group study.

Discover the Icon of
Nano Nagle

To enhance your experience, we offer a downloadable
workbook that complements the eLearning resource.
If you're interested in the workbook, please email us at
learning@nanonagleplace.ie.

Click on the image of Nano to discover the eLearning
resource and embark on a journey through the life and
legacy of Nano Nagle.

by Jessica Cull, Learning and Engagement Officer at
Nano Nagle Place, Cork

Scan the OR code
below to explore the

icon elearning
resource



mailto:learning@nanonagleplace.ie
https://bit.ly/3N7nvp3
https://bit.ly/3zjWlIb
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How does the PBYM charism influence lives? by Mary-Anne Kindell, New Zealand

My journey began back in the 70s when my only sibling, Ruth, entered the Presentation Order.
Officially, Associates didn’t come along till the 1990s in my part of New Zealand, when | was
invited with Mum to study and read about Nano. We were well supported by Sisters Joseph Mary
and Celine. At my commitment | received a blessing and anointing on my hands and was ‘
immediately overcome and have never lost that charism and association with Nano. Margaret
Bevin became chairperson until her death in 2021. | became Secretary/Treasurer which passed to
Colleen Rook while | attended University but | resumed the role in 2000 and am still passing on
the information from our International Zooms and working closely with the local Presentation
School. Working with the school is always the best experience. Nano’s charism shines forth in
each group | meet: the youngsters with their play, written by a teacher from the school; the middle school children
with their enthusiasm and singing at school Masses; the senior school students with their practical charity for the
elderly in our community, providing goodies at Christmas and Easter or just visiting and sharing their joy and
company. We are also blessed with the principal and teachers of the school who pass on Nano’s values. The youth
are our future and encouraging them is so rewarding.

. . . . Reflection on Associate Retreat Day 2024
Pal"mel‘Shlp with the Divine by Denise Rumboldt, Coordinator Central, West Coast,
Newfoundland

-y On Saturday, June 8th, Presentation
Associates from Grand Falls, Stephenville and Corner
Brook gathered for their annual retreat at the Blow Me

| Down Cross-Country Ski Club. This year’s retreat was

\| prepared and facilitated by our friend and link sister,

71 Sandy Butler, with our desire for a contemplative and/or
meditative experience being her preparation guide. The
retreat, located in the forested hills surrounding Corner

: 5 Brook, offers access to trails for walking and a large
fire-pit area with built-in benches for the more sedentary. As we entered the clubhouse, we were met with the
aroma of muffins and fresh-from-the-oven cinnamon buns, as well as the warmth of a crackling fire in the wood-
stove — a welcoming venue where old friends greeted each other and prepared for a day of reflection.

The day began with a ritual of songs, prayers and readings, followed by a period of stillness and contemplative
silence. We focussed our attention on who or what needed God’s light today, reflected on God’s Presence within
and among us, and shared in small groups and large. It was profound and abundant, allowing us to focus on our
own personal and spiritual needs as well as those of family and friends. As we concluded our day and shared
farewell hugs and wishes for safe travels, the sentiment expressed by all was: “This was exactly what we needed!”

Complimentary meditation and mindiulness, Grand Falls-Windsor, Newioundland

Today we live in a new consciousness and by Presentation Associates and Ruth O’Reilly, PBVM
awareness of our well-being. To nurture
and promote this concept, Presentation
Sisters sponsored a Complimentary
Meditation session open to Sisters,
Associates and anyone who wished to
attend. People came from all walks of life.
The session was facilitated by Sharon

Evans, a Chopra-Certified Meditation < 3 i 9, o B g i |‘
Instructor. Before opening the session, e = o o -

. ——— . ; B —— = /
she removed any negative energy by 2 = W et C£3 7

ringing her sacred bell: creating a space for a pure and sacred event and inviting peace, love and an open heart in
preparation for receiving this loving message. Sharon shared her journey to wellness and, in so doing, weaved in
many aspects of wellness, such as fostering self-love and self-care, taking charge of her well-being in body, mind
and spirit, and living a happy and meaningful life. Living and believing in what she presents is evident in the
dynamic, enjoyable, and knowledgeable way Sharon facilitated the session. Her belief in wellness and living a loving
and meaningful life touched many participants' hearts. Sincere thanks to the Sisters. “Sharon is living a life of
wellness and is an inspiration for many.” “An excellent motivational speaker awakened my spiritual side.” “l can
identify with her journey to wellness.” The session concluded with a meditation led by Sharon, who left us with
these questions for reflection: What do | want? Who am I? What is my purpose? What am | thankful for?
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Covenant with Creation

TOHOPEAND ACT
WITH CREATION

SEASON OF CREATION 2024

N

The firstfruits of hope
(Rom 8:19-25)

Maurice Lange, the Justice Director for the US
Unit, is writing a series of NINE Reflections based
on Pope Francis’s September 1% letter,

"To Hope and Act with Creation."

Click on the picture and scroll down to access.

Season of Creation: 1% September (World Day of Prayer) to 4™ October
(Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi).

In his message for the World Day of Prayer for
the Season of Creation 2024, Pope Francis
encourages us to seek to live "a life that becomes
a song of love for God, for humanity, with and for
creation, and that finds its fullness in holiness."

This ecumenical season is dedicated to prayer
and action to protect creation. It is a time to
renew our relationships with God, our Creator,
and all creation as we join in prayer. We give
thanks for all that God has made, repent for the
damage we have caused, and commit ourselves
to protecting the earth and our common home.

As the Seasons change, we build on the past and look to the future.

A new heart. ..a new spirit I will put within you... [Ezekiel 36:26]

Peace Day celebration

Students at Presentation Convent
School in Murree Pakistan highlighted
some key components of peace;

peace begins with a smile

religious harmony

kindness

no war

. Click on the photo to the
ove. right for a 3 minute video
sharing
(asa Nana Nagle Nano Nagle House

Un Universo abrié cuando te conoci

Me encontré, me escuché, me vi
Descubri mis dolores y encontré los alivios
Pdginas en blanco se llenaron de colores

Eres mi refugio,

Manantial en el desierto,
Nuestros corazones se unen
Entre montanas empinadas

Tengo dénde guarecerme
Es mi casa
Es nuestra casa,

Ella en nosotras
Diosa en nosotras,
Nana en Nosotras

A universe opened when | met you

| found myself, | heard myself, | saw myself
I discovered my pains and found rest

Blank pages filled with colours

You are my refuge,

Water in the desert, Solange
Our hearts unite Benedetti Reiman,
Between steep mountains Chile

| have somewhere to hide
It is my home
It is our home,

She in us
God in us,
Nano in us

Casa Nana Nagle/Nano Nagle House is in Alto Hospicio, Iquique, Chile. For over 30 years it has offered personal and
community development to women through formal education, training and spiritual development.
Mary Moloney, PBVM, is our link sister for Latin America,
and we use the services of Ana Morena Gonzales to check our Spanish edition of Nano’s Echo.



https://bit.ly/3ELisq1
https://bit.ly/3XBPqlD
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A word irom the oulgoing Animator

‘The joys and the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of the people of this age, especially
those who are poor or in any way afflicted, these are the joys and hopes, the griefs and
anxieties of the followers of Christ.” As Friends of Nano (FON) we have inherited a legacy
from Presentation people who have given life to this opening sentence from Gaudium et
Spes by Pope Paul VI (1965). Nano could have written it! Reflecting on the stories that you
contribute to Nano’s Echo fills me with great hope for a future where FON have embraced
this way of being and live it authentically within our own cultures.

j Nano had a heightened awareness of Jesus' concern for justice and applied Gospel values to
the social issues of her day. We see it in the dignity and respect shown to everyone she
met; her empowerment of people through education; how she provided for the most
vulnerable; how she made it possible for people to participate in decisions that affected
their lives; her fidelity to prayer; the power of her simple presence; and the list goes on.

Mary-Ann Greaney
International Animator
New Zealand

We witness it in each other. As my role as an Animator ends, | look forward to giving the same support and
encouragement that | have received from Presentation People around the globe, to our new animator. | am grateful
for your companionship and collaboration as we continue to forge new pathways together.

Welcome and Farewell

As the seasons change so the world keeps turning. We have many long-serving Coordinators and Link Sisters who
attend our International Gatherings bringing and sharing wisdom and ideas. We have recently welcomed Nisha
Francis as Coordinator for Pakistan and said thank-you to Humaira Murbarak, who has gone to live overseas.
(Nisha shared her story on page 1). In South India we bid farewell to John Britto and Sofia Dsouza, PBVM, and
welcome Louella Marina Fenandez and Divya Fernandes, PBVM. In South-West Ireland Pauline Casey, PBVM, died
in early August. May she rest in peace and rise in glory praying for the Friends of Nano to flourish. We welcome
Margaret Cahill, PBVM, as Link Sister in her stead. We also welcome Jessica Cull, who joins us as the Nano Nagle
Place Learning Officer. On the Young Members Team: Carol Sohail Bhatti from Pakistan has replaced Ronel Sapu-an
from the Philippines. Many will remember Carol as the former coordinator in Pakistan. Maya Bernardo from New
Zealand has replaced Karen Sacre USA on the Formation Team. If you would like to see how far we have come as a
Movement since 2011 when the first International Friends of Nano Gathering took place in Ballygriffin, click here to
watch a PowerPoint show prepared by Karen Sacre for a visual review of the journey.

To err is human! Nano’s Echo, June 2024:
Correction from front page - quote from Dr. Coppinger’s Panegyric should have been dated 1794.

Please start collecting items for the next issue. It would be
great to include articles (250 words maximum) from a
Friend of Nano irom whom we have not heard beiore. ..
(Colourful photographs, video links and illustrations
enhance each item - send by 4th of December 2024.

All issues of Nano’s Echo from April
2015 may be found on the
Newfoundland Labrador website. Click
on the emblem, scroll down, and enjoy.

Nano’s Echo production team

Editor

John Mendes
South India
gavitaj@gmail.com

Assistant Editor Spanish Translator  Spanish proof Proof reader Send stories to
Mary-Ann Greaney ~ Maria Owen reader Karen Sacre Athena Sayson
New Zealand England Ana Gonzales USA Philippines
m.greaney mariaeowen Chile FONAnimator athenz008

@ greaney.co.nz (@gma”com 1@gmal|c0m ahoo'com
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