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What is the Relay of Hope? Why should I take part in the relay?

Caritas Internationalis is inviting groups and communities worldwide to take part in a
global ‘Relay of Hope’ between Saturday 24 and Wednesday 28 May 2025. This is to
call for an end to the debt crisis keeping millions of people living in poverty.

We are inviting you, wherever you are in the world, to take part in the relay with friends

or colleagues. All you need is to gather a group together and pass a candle between
members of your group, refl ecting on why we need to Turn Debt into Hope. The light
of the candle will symbolise how tackling the global debt crisis and freeing up money
to fight poverty will bring hope — and carrying out the relay across the planet will show
how we can share this hope worldwide.

The Relay of Hope is part of the Turn Debt into Hope campaign and a powerful way

to mark the tenth anniversary of Laudato Si’ during the Jubilee year. Inspired by the
Olympic torch relay, it symbolises our shared commitment to hope, justice and renewal.
The relay will carry forward Pope Francis’s call to address the debts of countries “that
are in no condition to repay the amount they owe.” Today, more than 50 countries are
facing a debt crisis, with many governments forced to spend more on debt repayments
to private creditors than on schools, hospitals or protecting their communities from

the worsening impacts of the climate emergency. In the face of aid cuts and rising
tariffs, which are deepening poverty and inequality in countries already burdened by
unsustainable debt, the need for debt relief has never been more critical.

You can add your voice to the Pope’s call and join people across the planet standing in
solidarity with communities hardest hit by the global debt crisis.
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Joining forces through a Jubilee Campaign on Debt Justice
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What will the Relay of Hope look like?

Taking part in the Relay of Hope is very simple. All you need is a group of people and a
candle!

Many people taking part in the relay will do so in small groups and in a single location.
Other groups will be delivering the candle to a government office or financial institution,

accompanied by a message calling on these institutions to reform the current debt
system or urging wealthy creditors to cancel unsustainable and unaffordable debts.

After you have lit your candle at the start of your relay stage, you can choose to begin
with a prayer or share a reflection. For example, you might wish to ask participants to
reflect on the ways the global debt crisis is affecting communities around the world and
the decisions we need governments and lenders to take to Turn Debt into Hope.

If you are in a small group and carrying out your relay stage in a single location, you
might wish to pass the candle slowly from one person to the next, forming a circle

and taking a moment as each person receives the light from their neighbour. If you are
carrying the candle from one location to another, you could choose to do this when you
arrive at your destination.

At the end of your relay stage, you might wish to pray that decision makers will cancel
the debts that are forcing communities worldwide into poverty and that decision
makers will show the wisdom and courage to pursue reforms that will prevent future
crises.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1agXjsAOpLz9_2p0zYO66MGDycYJHQVBp/view?usp=drive_link
https://turndebtintohope.caritas.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nBcyZckfG1iJqr1FxhcxW5G7rxJCK1LU/view?usp=drive_link
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How can I take part in the Relay of Hope?

Organising a relay stage in your local area is very straightforward. We’ve included a
step-by-step guide on how you can do this.
1. Gather a group of people to take part

+ Aim to have at least 10 participants, but there’s no limit — the more people, the
better! Invite anyone who would want to take part, whether working with your
colleagues, or arranging a relay stage in your school or parish.

2. Decide where to hold your relay

+ The relay stage could take place in just one room. Or if you’re able to organise for
your relay stage to take place over a longer distance, you could ask members of
your group to meet at a church building and carry the candle to a different location.
This could be a government building, such as the finance ministry, or the offices of
a financial institution. When you arrive at one of these locations, you could deliver
a letter explaining why you’re taking part in the Relay of Hope and explaining what_
the Turn Debt into Hope campaign is calling for.

3. Tell Caritas Internationalis about your plans

+  We want to be able to show how the Relay of Hope is taking place all across the
world — but we need your help to do this! When you’re planning your relay stage,
let us know using this short form. We’ll get back in touch with you in May to offer
further support with setting up your relay stage.

4. Gather the materials you’ll need

+ At its most simple, all you need to take part in the relay is a group of friends or
colleagues, a candle and something to light the candle.

+ If you can, write “Turn Debt into Hope” on your candle. Even better, create some
signs or placards with the Turn Debt into Hope message written on them.

+ Take photos and video clips of your relay stage on a mobile phone and share these
with Caritas Internationalis straight after your stage of the relay has taken place by
emailing caritasrelay@gmail.com

turndebtintohope.caritas.org
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5. Decide who in your group will take photos and videos - and make sure to share
your story!

It’s crucial to take photos and short video clips so that we can share stories about
how the Relay of Hope is taking place across the world. Make sure that someone in
your group can take these photos and fi Im short clips that you can share with us.

Please ask everyone taking part whether they consent to being featured in these
and consent to Caritas Internationalis using these images for campaigning
purposes, including on social media and in campaign and news materials
worldwide.

Remember — please share your photos and your video clips with us as soon as
you’ve completed your relay stage! You can do this by emailing caritasrelay@gmail.
com. We hope to share these images across social media. We also hope to feature
many of the relay stages in a video to demonstrate how the flame of hope has been
shared across the world.

6. Share your story via your own social media channels

We want to spread the news about the Relay of Hope far and wide, so don’t forget
to also share your photos and videos on your own social media channels. You
might wish to tag the accounts of key decision makers in your posts to show how
you'’re taking part in the relay in your local area. Remember to use the hashtag
#TurnDebtintoHope.
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